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�
Introduction


———————————





There’s been a change.





Departing from previous practice, reviews of zines have not been dropped even when the zine is no longer available. We’ve learned that people use the Q-fer to select used zines that are to their tastes. So reviews have been retained, even when the zine in question can no longer be directly ordered.





Zines now stay in print for variable lengths of time. Some are produced only for conventions and are otherwise unavailable. Some, though quite old, are still in print. Therefore, even when ordering information is given, I recommend that you SASE (send a business-sized, self-addressed stamped envelope) to determine that the zine is still available, and at what price, before ordering.





This goes for any zine—new or old.





There may or may not be an issue of the Q-fer in 1998. It depends on the volume of zines produced and whether it therefore seems appropriate to have a new issue to review them, and on whether the editor, Nan Dibble, is still extant and sane. All these factors remain to be determined. But I thank you most heartily for your support of, and interest in, the Q-fer over the past eventful years, and for your lively appreciation and support of B&B-themed writing, which I sincerely hope continues and thrives.





It’s been a long, amazing, ride, folks, and I wouldn’t have missed any of it for the world.





Beast wishes always,





Nan


�



�SYMBOL 158 \f "Wingdings 2"�	The Format





Title ed./written by Editor/Author. date of publication. who does the zine focus on– Vincent/Catherine /Diana/Other:?, rating (parens means our guess), size, # of pages, art, miscellaneous remarks.





Description and commentary. An “edited by” zine is usually an anthology containing the work of several writers; “Classic” means the story involves Vincent and Catherine, not Diana (though she may figure as a helper or friend); “SND” stories are those in which “She's Not Dead”: generally alternate 3rd or 4th season stories in which Catherine didn't die (some of these involve Catherine's ghost). Continued Classic stories deal with Vincent and Catherine and continue, often spinning off from the Trilogy, as though 3rd season never happened. “4th season” indicates a given story takes off from the whole series as we know it.





Price and ordering information, extras (such as age statement); us=United States eur=Europe uk=Britain pac=Pacific else=Everywhere else; sase=business sized (#10) self-addressed stamped envelope; who to make the check or money order out to; age statements for R-rated zines are age 18 or over; age statements for X-rated zines are age 21 or over. When in doubt (if the zine merely says it's adult) inform the publisher that you're over 21.





Note: R and X ratings normally indicate that the material contains graphic sex; an X rating indicates the sex is dramatized in full detail, including all pertinent portions of the anatomies of the participants. Occasionally a zine may be rated adult (R/X) for profanity/obscenity or graphic violence, but this is rare in B&B fandom. The ratings, G-X, are solely for the readers' information; they are in no way a reflection on the quality of the writing or of the zine as a whole.





�SYMBOL 158 \f "Wingdings 2"�	Payment for Zines





For zines published in the US, all payment must be in US funds, US postal money orders, or checks drawn on US banks. For foreign orders from the US, the entry will give ordering information. If there's a difference between the author/editor and the person to whom the payment should be made, that's noted in the entry.


�



NEW ZINES








For all zines, the Q-fer now recommends sending SASE before ordering, no matter when the zine was produced. Many zines are now published solely for conventions and are not reprinted or available otherwise. Publishers change addresses or cease publication without notice when life happens to them. Do not order without first establishing that the zine is available from the address and publisher named.








And Death Shall Have No Dominion by anonymous, published by Stephanie Wiltse V/C/D, (PG-13), 400 + pages, internetted, no art.


This SND zine has a familiar premise—amnesiac Catherine sequestered for years after the events of 3rd season; Diana keeping silent in doubt that Catherine will ever recover, not wanting to get Vincent’s hopes up; Vincent in a downward spiral of loss and grief—but you’ve never seen it better or more thoughtfully done. The anonymous author writes with pro confidence and authority to produce a multi-layered, perceptive rendition of many fans’ fondest dream—Catherine’s restoration to Vincent. Diana gets compassionate, perceptive Michael (remember Michael?) as a consolation prize. Vincent here does little but suffer, but he does so persuasively; Diana is well characterized. Catherine’s heart is wiser than her memory-deprived mind, and it takes her some time to fully believe in what she feels—that she and this strange...person have an abiding connection that nothing can alter.


	SND fans will want and enjoy this zine.


	It’s being made available in an unusual way: downloaded from the internet. The URL is <http://www.albany.net/~steffw/nodom/>. A sample section can be read free before you decide whether or not to order. You’ll also need the password and the (free) plug-in, Adobe Acrobat Reader, to read the file. Instructions on downloading are available on Stephanie’s URL. Downloading the zine costs $25, payable by credit card.


	Hard copy is also available; SASE Stephanie Wiltse at Starving Artist’s Workshop, 186 Western Avenue, Albany NY 12203 for price and details.





BloodBond, by Rhonda Collins. 8/97 (PG-13), V/C/D, 8 ½ x 11, 108 p, occasional art, typeset.


This 4th Season novel takes off from the premise that Gabriel and Snow are both vampires...and they’ve made Catherine one, too. As dismayed Vincent and Diana attempt to come to terms with the situation, Snow initiates Catherine into her new existence. Catherine’s transformation was in furtherance a scheme of Gabriel’s to dominate the world through manipulation of baby Jacob’s unique blood. Vincent and Diana are torn by the conflicting possibilities which develop, but all are united in their opposition to Gabriel.


	This briskly paced, well written, highly original novel will entertain those who find its central premise intriguing.


$18 US, $19 CAN, $23 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.





Eternity III: Collected Dreams, by Becky Bain. 7/97 (PG�13), V/C, 8 ½ x 11, 132 p, cover art only, typeset in smallish type.


Seven Classic stories by always excellent writer Bain. In "Lost," after a highway accident while returning from a vacation, injured Vincent is helped and sheltered by a sympathetic rural teenager while Catherine and helpers search for him. In the strongest story among many, "Flung Roses," Vincent suffers selective amnesia after a head injury and one of the memories he loses utterly is that of wife Catherine. It's a story of perception, insight and rare power of how, stage by stage, Vincent and Catherine react to their dilemma. In "Asunder," Vincent and Catherine's honeymoon is disrupted by her abduction by yet another community Below, and Vincent has to assert his claim to her in a way neither of them would have wished. "Rivals," a tale of their married life, returns dancer Lisa for a visit. In "Preconceptions," Catherine's Chinese adopted daughter reacts badly to the prospect of Catherine's pregnancy with Vincent's child. In "A Lamp Before Me," Vincent has again been captured in the park, but this time by a wealthy man whose price for Vincent's freedom...is Catherine. For the night. There's also a slight tale of Vincent misinterpreting when he finds a semi�clothed man in Catherine's bedroom.


	This writer's work is always fine reading. Highly recommended.


$17 book rate US, $19 1st Class and CAN, $25.00 ELSE to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Drive, Elbert CO 80106�8900





Faraway Land, by Sandra Chandler Shelton and Marcus Holt. V/C.(G) 8 ½ x 7, 14 pages, much art, typeset, tape bound.


This is a tiny, handsome, poetry/art zine. The splendid artwork on every other page (facing a poem) is by Sandy C. Shelton. The poetry is by Marcus Holt, of which a sample:





Spring Flower





A blossoming flower, soft and sweet


From beautiful top, to delicate feet.


Exhaling her sweet fragrance into the air.


Taken are all by a flower so fair.


A splash of green lives in the eyes she hides


Just barely visible when her hair blows aside.


She speaks with a voice of earthly delight,


Even in the darkest soul, joy she can ignite.


A more wonderful flower you will never find,


But still I am taken most by her mind.





If verses like this appeal to you, you’ll like this hand-crafted, lovely booklet.


SASE for price to Sandy C. Shelton, 411 Ottawa, Oscoda MI 48750.





Flame and Shadow 10: Ten for the Tenth Hour, edited by Gloria Handley. 4/96 (PG), V/C. 8 ½ x 11, 115 p, frequent art/graphics, typeset with smallish type.


This pleasant issue of the usually all-season zine is strictly Classic. It contains, not surprisingly, ten offerings of fiction and poetry. The most substantial of the stories is “Not Even the Rain,” by Sue Haley and Amber James, which insightfully parallels the uneasiness of two couples, Laura and Jerry, and Catherine and Vincent, concerning the thought of having a child who might be, in some fashion, handicapped. In Roseann Solnica’s “Escape (the pina colada story),” when fan Debra’s husband objects to her purchase of a B&B fanzine, she retreats in misery...and finds herself greeted by Vincent and welcomed by the tunnel community who are, of course, all real. Sharon Lowy’s “A Mouse That Roared” presents the predicament of Mouse coping with a pregnant raccoon (Mrs. Arthur: “Lady Guinea Pig”), funny misunderstandings involving Jamie, and the prospect of Father’s wrath. Jackie Kapke’s “The Kindness of Strangers” has Vincent shot by a colleague of Hughes and kindly cared for by the medically trained proprietors of a soup kitchen. In Sue Haley’s “Eternity in an Hour” Father rereads snippets from his old journals, and in Melissa Prideaux’ “Kindred,” tunnel-raised vet Mattea is dismayed to find a mute female counterpart to Vincent in a circus cage.


	Poetry includes serious work by Ben Bock, and also his B&B parody of “The Raven,” “The Haven.” Also poetry by Katarina Relf and a cluster of startling 55-word stories by Joanne Batruch. Art by Phyllis Berwick, Sharon Lowy, Jacquelyn Kapke, and graphics by Gloria Handley.


$18 US, $21 CAN, $24 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.





Flame and Shadow 11: Encounters, edited by Gloria Handley. 12/96 (PG-R), V/C, V/D. 8 ½ x 11, 176 p, sparse art/borders, typeset with smallish type.


This issue of the all-season zine has a lot of variety to recommend it. Most of it consists of two substantial Classic tales by Amber James. In the first, “Petals of Passion,” each section is accompanied by an appropriately floral poem by James, since the story’s organization is to link a passionate (and quite graphic) encounter between Vincent and Catherine to a flower and a time of day. There are Daisies (in the morning), Lilacs in the afternoon, Jasmine in the Morning, and Orchids at Night. James’ other story, “To Dance to a Different Tune,” also has considerable sexual content, counterpointing Vincent’s amorous encounters with Catherine with Catherine’s investigation of a new waif Vincent has rescued—a crippled, suicidal dancer who eventually finds a new reason for living, Below. Handley herself has a story, “Encounter,” an overview narrative of Diana’s thoughts about and experiences with Vincent from her first involvement in Catherine’s murder to Diana and Vincent becoming lovers.


	The zine’s other prose is provided by Karen Morgia’s “Later,” a vignette of Catherine and Vincent having trouble leaving for Winterfest since it’s so much pleasanter to be alone together, and two linked pieces by Nan Dibble, “One Down” and “One Up,” based on the premise that Catherine, returned from Gabriel’s captivity, still wants only a platonic relationship with Vincent...and the effect of that on Vincent, and on Diana, who just won’t leave well enough alone.


	The zine has strong poetry by Ina Schaefer, Rita Klemp, and James Nelson. Art by Rita Klemp, and some decorative borders.


$22 US, $25 CAN, $28 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.





Flame and Shadow 12: Flights of Fancy, edited by Gloria Handley. 4/97, O (crossover). (G/PG), 8 ½ x 11, 147 p, sparse art, typeset.


This is a crossover zine, meaning that the stories blend B&B with other characters from other series. If you’re interested in the premise of the zine, you’ll find it lively and engaging reading. Its chief delight is Melissa Wilson’s novelette, “All Through the Night,” which mixes X-files, B&B, Batman, Gargoyles, and several kitchen sinks (a glimpse of Tom Baker’s Dr. Who, for instance) in a complex, well-written, excellently paced, often insightful and thoughtful tale of Mulder and Scully setting out to solve some NY slasher murders. The B&B portion has a 4th season premise and Diana figures prominently in the action...as do Elisa Maza and Goliath, of Gargoyles. Pretty near the whole cast of characters of each individual series is involved, however, in witty and incisive portraits. In Maxine Mayer’s Highlander-based “Adam Pierson’s Dead,” elder Immortal Methos takes a break from “the game” in the tunnels but is disconcerted to find himself being welcomed Below by Snow, now a tunnel-dweller. Nan Dibble’s “Still Life” narrates an encounter between Vincent and Goliath, and their comparing notes on their respective romances, a comparison Vincent finds an eye-opener. Cynthia Coe’s “Dragon’s Remedy” uses a Kung-Fu setting to continue her tales of security expert St. James, now married to Elliot and involved, in this story, a case of computer crime perpetrated by the remnants of Gabriel’s organization. Sharon Reynolds contributes “Golden Light,” blending B&B with Phoenix with an encounter between Vincent and alien Bennu. Gloria Jones’ “Eye of the Beholder” tells of Vincent meeting Sarah Connor, Below. And Sharon Lowy has loudmouthed ALF intrude on the tunnels, with comically disastrous results, in “Wheel of Fortune.”


	Some stories could have used a bit better proofreading but all are readable and many are entertaining and involving even if one doesn’t know the other series being included. Occasional art by Phyllis Berwick, Sharon Reynolds, and Jacquelyn Kapke.


$22 US, $25 CAN, $28 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.





The Hat on the Bench in Central Park, produced by Becky Bain and Beth Druhan. 7/97 (PG) V/C, 8 ½ x 11, 97 p, typeset in smallish type, no art, b/w photo cover.


This interesting themed zine set its writers a task: as the zine itself puts it, “What would you get if you offered several Beauty and the Beast writers a single image and then let their imaginations run wild...?” The image, in this case, is the titular hat. The two “producers,” both consistently fine writers, each produced a story. Becky Bain’s is “The Lucky Cap,” in which straying tunnel children have befriended an old man who frequents a certain park bench...and goes missing...and is suspected of being a child molester. Vincent’s sympathies are conflicted as he enlists Catherine’s help in locating Frank, whose bloody cap was found stuck between the bench slats. Beth Druhan’s substantial story, “Angelo Harper,” puts Angelo, a neglected and very ill child, at the center of a search for his beloved protector, Tilly—an energetic, elderly street person who suffers from severe Alzheimer’s dementia. This lively, perceptive, unsentimental story involves, in a surprising and convincing way, Vincent’s seldom-noted ability to dominate animals and has a chillingly persuasive look inside the frantic mind of a heroin addict.


	Bracketed by these two stories are three others. “Moira’s Veil” by Margaret Davis is a ghost story, of sorts, in which the veil, down through the years, shows a special power to reunite lovers. The excellent “Hat Trick” by Cynthia Hatch is a credible and well presented detective story with Catherine uneasily trying to cope with the ramifications of having picked up what seems a discarded hat from a park bench and given it to Mouse, then learning it’s evidence in an extremely mystifying murder case. And Carol Kyne’s amusing “Trials and Tears” has Vincent showing up at Catherine’s apartment having forgotten to remove a silly knitted pointy hat he’d been wearing while enacting Robinson Crusoe for the children Below. That hat turns up again to signify his presence at a very special wedding, Above.


	All the contributors are worth seeking out, even if a given zine contained the work of only one of them; gathered together, they make this a must-have zine. Highly recommended.


$14 US (book), $16 US/CAN (1st class), $20 ELSE to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Drive, Elbert CO 80106.





Heartscapes II, ed. by Gloria Jones. 7/97. V/C, V/D,(G), 8 ½ x 11, 50 p of smallish typeset type, occasional art.


Many people contributed to this small all-season zine. Amber James’ brief tale “And that Should Be” tells of a future post-disaster world where the survivors have endured because of their special blood type...very special. “Out of the Darkness” by Janice Keenan is an account of Vincent and Catherine’s love and marriage. Jacquelyn Kapke’s “The Rescue” is a witty, lighthearted story of Vincent and Catherine’s plot to ease the fears of tunnel tyke Marie, who’s terrified of Vincent. In “Mirrors,” Jane Madell spins a tale of a gift from Kristopher to Vincent and Catherine: a magic mirror that shows you, not how you look, but how others see you. And in Gloria Jones’ “Above—and Beyond,” Vincent, while wearing a latex mask, is nearly arrested for shoplifting in a mall he’s ventured into to buy lacy undies for Diana in a Victoria’s Secret. And if you believe that, I have this lovely tract of swampland....


	Miscellaneous poems by Amber James, Julie Lidgard, Janice Keenan, Jared Bentley, Sharon Lowy, Kathy Battershell, Yuri Ivanov. Art by Kapke.


$10 US, $15 US CAN/ELSE to Gloria Jones, 13404 Grover Street, Omaha NE 68144.





Heaven Breaking Through, by Rosemarie Hauer. 7/97. V/C, (R), 76 p of long European format paper, + 9 pieces of unnumbered art, dense typeset type.


From the writer/publisher’s flyer:


“Vincent gets shot by fanatics who are obsessed with the idea of ridding the city of all evil. With his last strength he stumbles into the basement of Catherine’s apartment building. Catherine finds him and nurses him back to health. A deep friendship develops between them and they both struggle to keep it that way, although their feelings for each other gradually begin to shift and change.


	A large section of the story takes place at Catherine’s cabin in Connecticut. Vincent leaves the city, because the men who shot him are after him and he doesn’t want to endanger the community below. In the woods he experiences a freedom unlike any he has ever known and he develops a new sense of self. An incident at the cabin shakes Vincent’s new-found balance and brings about a change in his relationship with Catherine.


	The story is about friendship, commitment, and love—about facing darkness and fears—and about the colors of the rainbow contained in a clear crystal although it grows in the deepest reaches of the earth where daylight never comes.”


	In other words, the zine posits a different beginning for Vincent and Catherine. In it they become lovers with relatively little conflict. Despite unconvincing villains and some pretty iffy plot turns, the zine presents vivid, quiet exchanges of tenderness and romance. There are passages of quite graphic sex. Those who have enjoyed Hauer’s other zines (some of which have won fanzine awards) will presumably like this one a good deal, as well. As always, the art is marvelous, and the writing is literate.


$17 (book) $20 (air) US funds US/CAN, £10 or $17 US or DM 25.00 or ATS 170.00 EUR, $17 US (book) $24 US (air) AUS. Send either money or add $5 per check to cover bank charges and fees to: Rosemarie Hauer, Muhlgasse 20/5, A-2560 Berndorf, Austria, Europe. Despite the sexual content, no age statement is requested.





Love Songs, Second Verse, by Adele Turner and Mickey Sayles. 2/96, V/C, (G) 8 ½ x 11, 235 pages + much unnumbered art, clean typescript.


A substantial zine, especially for the price, with alternating stories by Turner and Sayles, and comely illustrations by Sayles. Some of the stories are quite brief; others are more substantial. In a continuing element, Samantha has made for Vincent a clay gargoyle, whose name Narcissa declares to be Quentin, and who thereafter haunts the stories, watching protectively over Vincent and Catherine, and discreetly flying around to do it!


	The zine’s longest story, Turner’s “In Darkest Night,” returns Sorceress Morgan and her ward, David, (introduced in Love Songs) to the tunnels to deal with a problem: there’s an elemental in the Pipe Chamber, and she (the elemental) is in love with Pascal and refuses to let anyone else enter.


	In other stories, there’s an appearance by Devin (Turner’s “I’m not Worthless, I Can Still Serve as a Bad Example”; Vincent’s disconcerting encounter with a gigantic groundhog (not to be confused with a hedgehog!) named Reginald Barrington-Smythe III (by Sayles); cleaning Father’s study (Turner); a childhood escapade of attempting to present Father with actual “Green Eggs and Ham” (Turner); an funny exchange of letters (Sayles) between child-bruised Vincent and recuperating child-bruised Catherine; and other whimsical and fantastic elements. All the stories are good natured and literate. Many are loosely connected, following Vincent and Catherine’s married life, with its occasional ups and downs (no privacy!) and the birth of their first child. Other stories focus on various tunnel dwellers finding love, including Pascal, Mouse (with Lena!), and Winslow. Besides the giant groundhog, other stories feature fantasy elements including Vincent and Catherine transformed into elephants by passing through the Great Hall’s tapestry; “Dreams, Zines, & Memory Loss,” a story whose narrative is woven out of the titles of zines. Someone’s (usually Father’s) mild annoyance is as angst-ridden as it ever gets. Overall, good natured, whimsical and imaginative, and quite a lot of fun.


$15 US, SASE else to Adele Turner, 5336 Challendon Drive, Virginia Beach VA 23462.





More Roads Not Taken by Sandy P. Shelton. 1/97. V/C, (mild R), 8 ½ x 11, 152 p + much unnumbered art, small typeset type with extra space between paragraphs.


Like the first volume, a series of alternate and more romantically satisfactory developments by sole author Shelton taking off from episodes, many with a substantial recapitulation of the given episode, dramatizing Vincent and Catherine’s thoughts and feelings, as well as additional scenes in which Vincent and Catherine explore their romantic possibilities further than the series permitted. In some of the stories, the erotic element stops at foreplay; other stores contain fairly graphic “first time” accounts of Vincent and Catherine becoming lovers. Excellent art by artists Sandy Chandler Shelton, Mickey Sayles, and Rosemarie Hauer (all with a pleasing similarity of styles) makes this zine a keeper in its own right.


	In this zine, Vincent and Catherine move toward a fuller expression of their love, of which neither has any question (although Vincent certainly has doubts about the wisdom of trying to consummate it) as spinoffs from episodes including “Song of Orpheus,” “Shades of Grey,” “A Happy Life/Chamber Music,” “A Fair and Perfect Knight,” “When the Bluebird Sings,” and “A Kingdom by the Sea.”


	The writing, while generally literate, does suffer from fairly frequent typos of the spell-checker kind—difficulties of proofreading rather than writing. Most readers will find them only a slight distraction from the romantic goings-on. The zine is otherwise handsomely produced and, as said before, the art is splendid.


[Note: I was obliged to buy this zine to acquire a review copy. Though it’s a fine zine, I need the money more. If someone were willing to buy the review copy from me rather than go direct to the publisher, I would appreciate it. Either give me a call (513-961-4813) or drop me a post (helpnet@juno.com) to reserve the review copy for yourself and we’ll do a trade. Nan]


$28.00 us (includes p/h), sase else to Joann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. There is no publication or price information included with this zine. The reviewer assumes it’s available on the same terms as the previous volume. If this is mistaken, correction would be appreciated. Therefore SASE first for price and availability from the publisher named. Though no age statement is specifically required, one would be appropriate to the content.





Once You Are Real, by Vicki Burke. 1994. V/C, PG, 8 ½ x 11, 77 pages, no interior art, typeset in regular type, double spaced, bound with fasteners.


This continuation of the premise of Cynthia Hatch’s famed novelette, “The Bridge,” was produced with that author’s blessing. In it, Catherine begins to resist the former story’s insistence that Vincent and the world Below were all a sick fantasy and finds she far prefers it to her sane reality, complete with Vincent-resembling boyfriend Phillip. Despite Dr. Grafton’s urgings, she finds convincing the increasing number of correspondences with her fantasy that she finds popping up around her. The writing of this zine is more earnest than polished, but those who like its premise will probably enjoy it. Recently reissued after being out of print for some while.


$7 US, SASE else, to Vicki Burke, 3411 McKee, Wyoming MI 49509.





Passion, Verse II: Soul of My Soul, by Patricia Kehoe. 1996.V/C, X, 8 ½ x 11, 92 pages, some erotic art, typewritten in small type on lilac paper, laminated cover.


At the start of this second volume of Passion, Vincent is fussed because lover Catherine has been gone some days, taking care of Nancy Tucker’s kids while Nancy is in the hospital. He writes agonized journal entries, hangs around in the park in the rain and (pardon the euphemism) gives himself manual sexual relief there, and inspects himself wonderingly while bathing. This takes about 20 pages. Then Catherine returns, and the balance of the zine is a series of highly explicit sexual encounters between Vincent and Catherine, both Above and Below. All pertinent body parts are lavishly detailed, with lots of erotic adjectives. No position or intimate touch or sound goes unmentioned. For those who, like Vincent and Catherine, never tire of passion, this will be a satisfying and enjoyable zine.


	Five drawings, one of which involves frontal nudity of Vincent but most of which are more romantic portraiture, by Inez Brown, who also provided the art for the laminated b&w cover.


$15.00 US, $17.00 CAN, $20 ELSE, all in US funds to Patricia Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave. #2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.





Reflections, edited by Gloria Handley. 7/97. (PG) V/C, V/D, 8 ½ x 11, 206 + pages, much art, typeset, color front cover, b/w back cover (Kevin Barnes).


The conzine from the 1997 convention, Reflections, is unusually diverse and lively, and is (to the reviewer’s memory) the first all-season conzine, with both Classic and 4th season stories. The zine is well worth the price just for the gorgeous color front cover of a table in Vincent’s chamber, and its contents: award-winning art from Kevin Barnes. The Barnes back cover of Vincent and Catherine in Renaissance dress, though b/w (as is the original), is almost just as handsome. Suitable for framing.


	The zine features a special section in which fans reflect on how Beauty and the Beast has changed their lives.


	Fiction/poetry contributors include: Judy Loyd, Karen Morgia, Lori Gunn, Amber James, Marcia Lee Patterson, Gloria Jones, Pat King, Melissa Prideaux, Katarina Relf, Clairyce A. Dolson, K. L. Wrightman, Rosemarie Hauer, Maureen T. Mahon, Lorien M. Aspenall, Rebecca Marcus, Jacquelyn Kapke, Sharon Lowy, Marilyn Martin, Becky Bain, Melinda Madison, Jacquelyn Skalski, Marcia Lefebvre, Teri Peppi, and Cynthia Coe.


	Art contributors include Anna Deavers Kelly, Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, Kevin Barnes (in addition to the covers), Sandy Tew, Ingrid Roerhirst, Jacquelyn Kapke.


	A substantial, literate, and interesting zine.


$23 US but SASE first for availability to Barbara Breuer, 4806 Aldrich Avenue N., Minneapolis MN 55430.





The Rose Journal, Volume I, edited by Melissa Prideaux. 11/96. (PG) V/C/O, 8 ½ x 11, 105 pages with double-spaced ¶s, occasional art (Hauer), typeset.


Rather than being an anthology zine, 90+% of The Rose Journal is a novelette, “Til’ Truth Makes All Things Plain,” by Prideau with Gaye Markov. Two poems, “Cat to Cat” by Deb TS Bichel, and “Treetop Tranquility” by Ben Bock, round off the zine.


	The novelette, of which a shorter version has appeared in Flame and Shadow 10 (which see), is a fairly complex and clearly written first-person tale of Mattea, who goes Above to become a veterenarian only to discover, in a neglected circus, a female creature who resembles Vincent. The creature, whom sympathetic circus worker Luke calls simply “Girl,” presents a problem simply by existing. Mattea concocts a pretext to remove “Girl” from the circus, but in the removal, “Girl” gives birth to a daughter. Then matters become really complicated and problems multiply. How can Mattea deliver animal-like “Girl” to the Tunnel community? But how can she not? Is Luke the father of “Girl’s” child? If not, who is? Where does “Girl” come from, and what is her connection to Vincent? And what can be done when it becomes obvious that “Girl” wishes to have a closer relationship with her counterpart—Vincent? A closer relationship, moreover, that Mattea has always desired with him as well, but concealed from everyone but herself?


	All these questions are answered and the problems resolved in this tale of suppressed longings and connections that may be profound or only skin deep and based on appearance. The substantial tale comes to a satisfactory conclusion.


	Deb Bichel’s “Cat to Cat” is an amusing vigenette, in poem form, of the daring flirtation by a calico cat with the much larger feline she encounters in the park.


	Ben Bock’s poem “Treetop Tranquility” celebrates Catherine climbing that huge sycamore tree at the end of “Orphans.”


	Occasional pieces of art, most small, one full-page, by Rosemarie Hauer.


SASE for price to BF Productions, 256 Cottonwood, Buffalo Grove IL 60089.





ALSO AVAILABLE





Letters of Love, ed. Peg McNabb. 7/97 (?), (G),V/C, page count unknown, size unknown, art unknown, “hand crafted” covers.


Not reviewed. Flyer describes it as “a unique collection of inspiring, heartfelt letters written in honor of Vincent and Catherine’s third anniversary,” apparently by tunnel folk. The actual writers of the 14 letters (and a poem) are Linda Barth, Jessie Gurner, Rosemarie Hauer, Peg McNabb, and Terri Milliman. At least one piece of art is mentioned, a portrait of Catherine by the tunnels’ muralist and historian, Elizabeth.


$8 US, $8 US cash ELSE to Peg McNabb, 8074 Regency Drive, Nashville TN 37221.





Magic by Rosemarie Hauer. 1996 (?). V/C, 94 p of long European format paper, + 10 pieces of unnumbered art, dense typeset type.


Not reviewed. Flyer says it has 11 romantic stories about Vincent and Catherine.


$17 (book) $20 (air) US/CAN, £10 or $17 US or DM 25.00 or ATS 170.00 EUR, $17 US (book) $24 US (air) AUS. Either send cash or add $5 per check to cover bank charges to: Rosemarie Hauer, Muhlgasse 20/5, A-2560 Berndorf, Austria, Europe.





None but the Heart Alone by Katrina Relf. 9/97?, page count and size unknown.


Not reviewed. Per the flyer, it’s Vincent’s viewpoint on the Trilogy, by consistently excellent poet/writer Relf. Art by Renate Haller, Helen Charlotte Hill and Rosemarie Hauer.


$13 (cash) US; £5 or $13 US (cash) UK/EUR; £7 or $14 US (cash) AUS to Katrina Relf, 106 St. Mary's Rd., Faversham, Kent, ME138EG, England





Redemption by M. Sue Waugh. V/C; other details unknown. Sue Krinard cover.


Not reviewed. Consistently readable writer Waugh describes it as “a Classic Beauty and the Beast mystery.”


$12 US, $13.50 CAN, $15 EUR, SASE else to M. Sue Waugh, 73-C Georgetown Drive, Columbus OH 43214.





Song of Destiny by Lynne Arthur and Heather Peters. 3/92.V/C, X, 148 p, much art.


Not reviewed. Flyer says, “What is the real reason Vincent feels he cannot make a life with Catherine? Does destiny have other plans for the two fated to be together? Will Vincent finally give in to what is meant to be?” Given the X rating, one supposes he does.... Art by Teri Milliman, Inez Brown, and Lynette Combs.


$18 US, SASE ELSE to Vicki Burke, 3411 McKee, Wyoming MI 49509. Age statement (21) required when ordering.





Snowbound, A Path Not Taken, and The Swan, by Lynne Arthur. 1987/88/1997. V/C, X, 80 p, some art.


Not reviewed. Flyer describes this zine as a collection of early stories plus “On Becoming” by Vicki Burke. The stories previously appeared in other zines and now have been gathered together. Art by Susan Perry-Lewis.


$10 US, SASE ELSE to Vicki Burke, 3411 McKee, Wyoming MI 49509. Age statement (21) required when ordering.





Thighs & Whispers ed. by Beth Blighton. 1/92. V/C, (X), 8½ x 11, 110 p + much unnumbered, gorgeous art. 


Newly available from a different publisher, after a long absence.


“A progression of erotica.” Most of the fiction—a mix of full stories and brief vignettes by Beth Blighton, Pat Almedina, and Kathy Cox—has a sensual, not sexual, focus. Cox's “Her Hands” is Vincent's meditation, alone by a bathing pool, on being starved for touch. Blighton's “Growing Pains” recounts the innocent massage of aching muscles between Lisa and her young friend, Vincent. Both stories are powerful and insightful, not specifically erotic. Almedina's “Once Upon a Faerie Tale” offers a romantic, lyrical alternative of V/C's meeting: V is the immortal lord of a faerie castle; Lady C, engaged to Lord Elliot, becomes lost in the wood, is rescued from wolves by V and, as his guest, falls in love with him. Fans of Cox's Destiny series will be pleased that two “small seductions”—“Enough” and “Adoration”—appear. In Blighton's “Of Time, Love and Tenderness,” C gently ministers to a mute, injured V after the Trilogy, culminating in a memorable shared bath, emphasizing character and situation, not just heavy breathing. Also more vignettes from Cox, Almedina. The adult art—by Blighton, Pam Tuck, Rita Terrell, and Barbara Gipson—is predictably splendid...and graphic, with frontal nudity.


$25.00 us, SASE else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller, Suite 601, San Antonio, Texas 78230. Note: this is a new publisher for this zine. Send age statement (21) with order.





Wildheart by Beth Blighton. 1990. V/C/D, (PG-13), 8½x 11, 81 p.


Newly available from a new publisher after having been unavailable for some considerable time. Artzine by a major fan artist. Superlative drawings, based on all seasons, accompanied by song lyrics, poems, dialogue from the episodes. Two instances of backal (as opposed to frontal) nudity.


SASE for price to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller, Suite 601, San Antonio, Texas 78230. Note: this is a new publisher for this zine.





Available from Helpers’ Network UK





All these zines, otherwise unreviewed, are available from Helpers’ Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL England UK. Descriptions are taken from Gwen Lord’s flyers.





Crystal Cavern 5. Contains work by Amber James, J.S. Bartlam, Mandy Hawthorn, Melanie Strong, Linda Willan, Pauline Marshall, Katarina Relf, Gwen Lord, Marilyn Mastin, Jackie Skalski, Helen Charlotte Hill, Peter Wall, David A. Crowther, Janet Kilbourne, Linda Lawson, Edna Wilson, Jade, Sally-Ann Inkell. Approx 121 pages plus illustrations. £6 UK, £7.50 EUR, $18 US.





New Crystal Cavern 6. An exciting and classical collection of V/C stories to thrill every true B&B fan. Contributors: Rosemarie Hauer, Glenys Walker, Wendy Lang, Gwen Lord, and Elaine Mallaband. £5 UK, £6 EUR, £7 AUS, $14 US.





To Search No More by Glenys Walker. A trilogy of stories to warm your heart. Art by Sally-Ann Inkel and Kathy Fidge. £4 UK, £5 EUR, £6 AUS, $10 US.





Masquerades ‘91. The conzine. Contributors: Janet Kilbourne, Janet M. Aspinall, S. M. Evans, Mary Moulden, Joyce Clark, Kassandra, Edna Wilson, Sandra Orr, Dr. Joy Faulkner, Karen Bird, Stephanie Bruford, Louise Hyde. PG, 135 p. £7.50 UK, $20 overseas.





Masquerades ‘93. The conzine. PG, 121 p. £7.50 UK, $20 overseas.





Masquerades ‘94. The conzine. £2.50 UK, £3.50 EUR, $8 US.





A Glimpse into the Future by Avril Bowles. Terry Painter moves into Catherine’s apartment building and a clairvoyant with disturbing news combine to force Catherine into the most devastating and heart-wrenching decision of her life. Is she is to protect Vincent, she mist end their relationship. Is this really the end for Catherine and Vincent? G. £2.50 UK, $8 overseas.





Vincent Revisited by Dr. Joy Faulkner. An essay on Vincent’s psychology. G. £2 UK, $5 overseas.





The Man Who Never Was by Dr. Amber James. An essay on Elliot’s psychology. £2 UK, $5 overseas.





The Child is the Father of the Man by Dr. Joy Faulkner. An essay on Father’s psychology. £2 UK, $5 overseas.





Only with Love 2 by Sandra Deville and Gwen Lord. Art by Verity Norris and Lynn Simpson. The saga continues. Relationships are blossoming, both Above and Below, but is something about to happen that will shatter the peace and happiness? £6 UK, $18 overseas.





Remembrance by Joyce Clark. Art by Verity Norris. A story of loss, love, pain and joy. £2 UK, $7 overseas.





Dreams in Amethyst by the Amethyst Cavern. A collection of Classic B&B stories. £5 UK, £7 EUR, $14 US.





Hymns at Heaven’s Gate by Dr. Joy Faulkner. Winner of the Masquerades Minicon ‘94 novella award. £5 UK, £7 EUR, $7 US.





Below the Belt 3. Adult. Contribtors: Gwen Lord, Jade, D. Yates, Christine Cunningham, Amber James, Sandra Deville, Erin Chalmers, Jacki Skalski, Sue Evans, others. Art by Rosemarie Hauer. Age statement (21) required. £5 UK, £6 EUR, £8 AUS, $15 US.





Holiday for Lovers by Chucki Burge. Adult. Age statement (21) required. 50 p + art. £4 UK, $12 overseas.





Carousel Tales 1 A Classic anthology. £5 UK, £6 EUR, $14 US





Carousel Tales 2 A Classic anthology. £6 UK, £7 EUR, $15 US.





Carousel Tales 3 A Classic anthology. £6 UK, $12 US





Other Foreign Zines





Otherwise by Elke Prietl, art by author. A novella premised on Vincent having been raised by Paracelsus...and the difference that makes in his relationship to Catherine. 44 p, R, $11 EUR/UK, or ATS 120, $15 air or $13 surface US/CAN, $19 US air or $13 US surface AUS.





Beggar’s Return by J. A. Clarke. A novella about the return of Elliot Burch, after the Compass Rose incident. Also Catherine returns, is reunited with Vincent; Elliot decides to clear his name. 79+ pages, art. £4 UK, $10 US. Order from Jacqui Clarke, OEAAS, 12 Jessop Close, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LJ England UK.





All My Dreams Fulfilled by Irene Felton. Roughly 40 pages, art. A sensual story of V/C’s love for one another. Adult. Age statement (21) required. £3.50 UK, $8 US to Unicorn Productions, 13 West Avenue, Trecenydd, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan, South Wales, CFS8 2SF, UK.





Legends: A Medieval Love Story. SASE for price, availability to Unicorn Productions, 13 West Avenue, Trecenydd, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan, South Wales, CFS8 2SF, UK.





Joe Maxwell’s Tales from the Big City. SASE for info to Sandra Deville, 51 Howard Road, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV11 2EY England UK.





A Silken Bestiary. Adult. Send age statement (21) when ordering. £1 UK, $3 overseas to Sandra Deville, 51 Howard Road, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV11 2EY England UK.





Are You Magic? Short stories by Sandra Develle, art by Pam Tuck. £1 UK, $3 overseas to Sandra Deville, 51 Howard Road, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV11 2EY England UK.





Dare to Dream by Sandra Deville. £1 (+ 25 p p/h) UK, $5 overseas to Sandra Deville, 51 Howard Road, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV11 2EY England UK.





Only with Love 3 by Sandra Deville. Concludes a trilogy. 64 p. £5 UK, $15 overseas to Sandra Deville, 51 Howard Road, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV11 2EY England UK.





Time for a Miracle by Helen Charlotte Hill. A G-rated poetic artzine. £3.5o UK, $7 overseas. Order from Helen Charlotte Hill, 101 Heron Wood Road, Aldershot, Hants., GU 12 4BQ England UK.





From the Beauty and the Beast British Fan Club c/o Dr. Joy Faulkner, 207 Callowbrook Lane, Rubery, Nr. Birmingham, B45 9TG England UK:





Dance to a Different Tune (PG rated) £10 UK, $25 US.


Dance to a Different Tune (X rated—send age statement (21)) £11 UK, $28 US.


Teach me to Heare Mermaides Singing by Sandra Deville. Adult—age statement (21) required. ££5 UK, $10 US.


The Petals of the Heart. Adult—age statement (21) required. £4.25 UK, $12 US.


Seasons of the Heart. Adult—age statement (21) required. £7 UK, $25 US.


A Cry in the City. Adult—age statement (21) required. £10 UK, $25 US.


Reflections in a Darkened Glass. Adult—age statement (21) required. £3 UK, £4 EUR, $8 US.


From Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney, Hook, Hants. RG27 9DE England UK.





For All My Life and Forever by Avril Bowles. £5.60 UK, $15 US.


When My World Divides and Shatters by Avril Bowles. Art by Rosemarie Hauer, Renate Haller, Hellen C. Hill. Adult—age statement (21) required. £6.75 UK, £8 EUR, $15 US.


Parallal Heroes by Avril Bowles. A Star Trek Next Generation/B&B crossover. £4 UK, £6 or $7 AUS, $7 US.


�
Notices





Kathleen Resch announces that three of her zines are being offered at a 50% discount.





Mask: Tales From The Underground 1 - $10.00 inc. postage


Mask: Tales From The Underground 3 - $10.00 inc. postage


Mask: Tales From The Underground 4 - $12.00 inc. postage





Send to Kathleen Resch, P O Box 1766, Temple City CA 91780





Margaret Davis/Mountain Rose Press announces that all her zines are now out of print (Within the Crystal Rose 1-8, Memory Flame 1 & 2, Life Without Limits 1-3) with the single exception of Full Circle written with Chriss Lucas. Full Circle 2 is underway and will be available by March 1998.
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