



THE REVIEWS

�Abiding Love by Donna Vazquez. 3/92. V/C, (PG-strong R), digest, 104 p, much art, smallish, clear typeset type, double-spaced ¶s.

A quartet of Vazquez's Classic stories. In “And Beyond,” V finds C. In “Of Things to Come,” shortly after C joins the DA's office, she and Jennie visit a fortuneteller. “Betrayed” tells what happens when C finds V in a highly compromising position with a returning Lisa. And the longest story, the sexually explicit “New Beginnings” is an account of what happens when C follows ill, delirious V into the deeps in a story reminiscent of, but unrelated to, the encounter in the Trilogy cave. The writing is pleasant and competent, the editing and presentation are good, with copious art, considering it's a digest zine. Art by Holly Reidel, Kriss Farver. Poems by Katarina Relf.

$11.00 us, $12.00 can, $14.00 else to Donna Vazquez, 4164 W. 6th Court, Hialeah FL 33012. Though the content of the final story merits it, no age statement is requested.



Abode of the Beast 1 by Catherine Victoria Lee. 7/89. V/C (sort of), (R), 8½ x 11, 102 p, large print. 

Excellent fantasy novel with a most memorable cover. Vincent falls (literally) into a strife-torn, Tolkienesque fantasy world, is captured, sold to an evil wizard, fights a giant in an arena, falls in love with Catherine's counterpart, consummates the relationship—more than once—and kills a dragon that threatens an Elven stronghold. Vincent spends a good part of the time in chains and/or brief clothing, but the characterizations are good, too. Suspenseful adventure, generally excellent art by Sharon Wells, Rita Terrell, Anna Deavers-Kelley, others. A “must,” says the reviewer.

$20.40 us, $22.00 can, $29.00 eur, $31.00 pac to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (18) with order.



Abode of the Beast 2: Journeys in Darkness by Catherine Victoria Lee. 8/91. V/C, (R), 195 p + much unnumbered art, large print. 

In this installment-which ends in a cliffhanger-Catherine is initially jealous over returned Vincent's lovemaking with her otherworld counterpart. Not to worry: both V & C are then magically dumped into the fantasy world and have a few adventures, including a fight with slavers, healing among matriarchal quasi-Arabs, C's awakening of a bespelled Elf, attack by a werewolf (or wolfwere; don't ask), and V's capture by an evil vampiric demon. Also occasional V/C sex. Good reading if you don't mind being left hanging at the end. Variable art by Pam Martin (always excellent), Alice Baltes, Sharon Wells, Rita Terrell, Barbara Gipson, Marilyn Cole (cover).

$22.00 us, $23.50 can, $30.00 eur, $32.00 pac to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (18) with order.



Abode of the Beast 3: Escape to the Realm of the Snow Elves by Catherine Victoria Lee. 12/91. V/C, X, 173 p + much unnumbered art, 

This third (and, likely, last) installment of the saga of V/C in a Tolkienesque fantasy world doesn't bring the tale as a whole to a conclusion, but it's galloping-good storytelling, all the same. In it, High Elf Berengolas combines with C, a dwarf, and a half-elf to rescue V, kept as the helpless love-slave of Kaulderon (a sort of super vampire) and his acolyte, Jazra. Incidentally, if you're into highly detailed descriptions of manacled, unwelcome but irresistible sex the captive is powerless to prevent, this is probably the zine for you. There's also V/C sex, vampire/Elf sex, and a couple of other variations. Once V is freed, the company enters the realm of the Snow Elves. Pursued and occasionally attacked by Jazra, they fight an underground battle. Though the story's larger issues aren't settled, this is probably as much as we're going to get. The prose and mechanics are, at times, really awful. If that sort of thing doesn't bother you, you'll have quite a lot of fun with this. The art is variable and occasionally nude. Artists are Pam Martin Tuck (including the handsome cover) and Sharon Wells. 

$22.00 us, $23.50 can, $30.00 eur, $32.00 pac to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (18) with order.



The Absurd Season by P. S. Nim. 6/90. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, c. 30 p, author's art. 

Another funny comic book by a lady with a divinely twisted sense of humor. And she is also one of the few artists out there who can consistently draw a recognizable Catherine. “We watched a flower open,” and Father's subsequent reaction, is unforgettable.

SASE to P. S. Nim, P. O. Box 3999, Trenton NJ 08629.



Acquainted with the Night 1 by Nan Dibble. 11/90. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 198 p, much art, small print. 

Fourth season stories and novelettes with an ongoing Vincent/Diana arc. Some stories are humorous (“Wildlife,” for instance); some are very intense, but there's no graphic sex or violence, though violence is implied. Also stories of Vincent's youth. The reviewer considers novelette “Cat and Mouse” the best story yet about the origins of Mouse. Novelette “You, Darkness” is strong, controversial stuff. Pro writer.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $23.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering more than one of the Acquainted or Phoenix (which see) series in a single order.



Acquainted with the Night 2 by Nan Dibble. 5/91. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 190 p, much art, small print. 

The Diana/Vincent arc continues, featuring “the bowers,” formerly-and still-Paracelsus' followers. Diana is revealed as a latent empath to whom the “gift” threatens to be fatal; the Other puts in an appearance. Two novelettes involve Catherine; there are also three stories of Vincent's past. The standout story is “Simonetta,” in which Diana is incensed by Kristopher's insistence on painting her portrait. Somewhat of a cliffhanger ending of final novelette but AWtN-3 continues the story. Pro writer. Barb Gipson cover.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else [Note: new overseas price] to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted or Phoenix (which see) series in a single order.



Acquainted with the Night 3 by Nan Dibble. 12/91. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 211 p, small typeset print, much art. 

This continuation and resolution of the Vincent/Diana arc involves Diana's dangerous transition from latent to active empath and further developments with the “bowers”: tunnel-dwellers formerly led by Paracelsus. This 4th season zine is comprised of two short stories (a prologue and epilogue) and four connected novelettes, all in present time, describing the progression-and dangers-in the relationship between Diana and Vincent...and each of them with the Other. This is strong storytelling with an emphasis on psychological exploration and many connections and insights into the series itself. If you're interested in an examination and extension of the series' themes and characters, you'll find this zine series absorbing reading. Art by Phyllis Berwick, Constantia, Jan Durr, Kriss Farver, Jane Freeman, Barbara Gipson, Michele Hawley, and Diane Leva.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted or Phoenix (which see) series in a single order.



After the Silence See: Intertwined 2.



Against All Odds by Ann R. Brown. 5/94. V/C, (PG-13), 11 x 8½, 115 p, occasional art (Pam Tuck), hand-stamped lettering.

This zine contains a single short story. The page count derives from its being hand stamped, with roughly 40-50 words to the page,  bound on the short side of the page.

	The story is set shortly after "A Kingdom by the Sea." As in that episode, V finds himself invaded by unwelcome feelings, this time by powerful, quite specifically erotic sensations coming to him through the bond. Not just a kiss, this time, but a fullscale sexual encounter. But when he confronts C, she denies having done anything to provoke such sensations. Who is V to believe: C or his own senses? V's struggle to trust, in spite of the most persuasive and agonizing contrary evidence, is effectively dramatized. All is ingeniously and satisfactorily resolved at the end.

	This unusual zine is a keepsake. Pam Tuck's several illustrations are, as usual, wondrous.

$21.50 us,  sase else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748



For All My Life and Forever by Avril Bowles. 8/92. V/C, (R).

No details from flyer, except that it's a sensual V/C story. Not reviewed. No age statement required, incidentally.

£5.50 uk, £8 eur, $15 us (cash only) to Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney, Hook, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG27 9DE UK.



And All That He Is by Joyce Clarke. nd. V/C, 48 p, some art.

Not reviewed. Judging by the flyer, the story splits off in Continued Classic after “A Kingdom by the Sea,” centering on a plot by Paracelsus to destroy Vincent. Art by Gerda Eecklaert (good!) and J. A. Clarke.

$10.00 us (cash only), £3.50 uk, £4.50 eur, sase else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England, UK.



And Death Shall Have No Dominion by anonymous, published by Stephanie Wiltse V/C/D, (PG-13), 400 + pages, internetted, no art.

See New Zines section for review.

	Available on the internet at <http://www. albany.net/~steffw/nodom/>. A sample section can be read free before you decide whether or not to order. You’ll also need the (free) plug-in, Adobe Acrobat, to read the file. Instructions on downloading are available on Sephanie’s URL. Downloading the zine costs $25, payable by credit card.

	Hard copy is also available; SASE Stephanie Wiltse at Starving Artist’s Workshop, 186 Western Avenue, Albany NY 12203 for price and details.



All that Lights Upon Us 2 ed. by Loreen VanderKraats. 1/92. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 228+ p, typewritten, much art, color cover. 

Copious and splendid artwork, unnumbered, adds about 30 pages. Artists include Rose Parker, Sandy Chandler Shelton, Rosemarie Hauer, Sheri Pruehs, Kristy Effinger, Lee, and Charlotte Van Til. The art alone would be enough to make this zine stand out. The fiction is a mix of brief “glimpses” and fully worked-out stories. Best story, among many good ones, is VanderKraats' “Out of the Darkness” which re-engages C/V with imprisoned Kanin and finds interesting parallels between his limits and theirs, complicated by a fellow prisoner who threatens to disclose the tunnels' secret. Kathy Babcock's “Never a Dull Moment” is an interesting—and revealing—presentation of “Dark Vincent” and his role in V's relationship with C. Sandie Whited's droll “Alley Cat” confronts C with the prospect of V as a belching bowler. Some sex, in some stories; occasionally quite intense. Other fiction contributors include Charlotte Van Til, Donna Vazquez, Jeanne Cloud, Snow Dancer (?!), Grey Feather (??!!). Also several poems by Karen Witkowski.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 eur, $27.00 pac to Tapestry Press, 4100 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro MO 63050. Send age statement (21) with order.



All that Matters: A Story of Catherine's Return by Sally Wright. 1991. V/C/D, PG, 8½ x 11, 132 p, some art (Lynette Combs). 

Well written psychological study and SND novel. Fairly long transcripts of dialogue directly from “Though Lovers Be Lost....”. During the autopsy, urged by Joe to check, the surgeon detects a heartbeat. At first comatose and selectively amnesiac (remembering nothing about Vincent or Jacob), Catherine is reunited with Vincent through Joe's and Diana's help and gradually recovers.

$20.00 us, $27.00 else to Sally Wright, 5 Woodville Terrace, Somerville NJ 08876



All Things Are Possible by Judith Nolan. 1991?. V/C/D (friend), mild R, digest, 113 p, occasional art. 

Agreeable, well-written follow-up to Nolan's How Shall I Hold My Soul and To Dream a Dream (which see), continuing the action of those SND 3rd season novelettes. Here, Gabriel (killed by Diana) has left a hit-list on which Joe's name prominently appears. C/V try to protect him, leading to a confrontation with a Snow-like killer. Further inching toward romance by Shannon O'Neill and Elliot. Concludes with V/C wedding and honeymoon. Cheerful, romantic. Good characterization and pacing, minor punctuation glitches. Some non-specific V/C sex. Artwork by Kathy Fidge is very nice. Don't confuse this with the zines edited by Sandy Shelton.

sase for price, availability to Unicorn Press, 8 Kawiu Rd., Levin, New Zealand. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



All Things Are Possible 2 ed. by Sandy Shelton. 6/91. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 213 p, much art, typewritten. 

Stronger than the first volume (now OOP). The poetry has some punch. The fiction is more variable. In connected stories by different writers, C having survived 3rd season by whatever means, settles variously into life Below, with V and Jacob, or Above, with Jacob, visiting V. In “The Other Side of Love” by Shelton, C gets to tell off Diana, which many SND fans will find satisfying. The best story, “Ozymandias No More,” by Carla McRorie, deals with Elliot's attempt to stop a building project (not his, this time) which threatens the tunnels (he's now a helper and in love with Fiona, a weaver in the tunnel community). The art, mainly by Pam Tuck, is still marvelous. Sex, in this zine, is not the sole focus, giving variety to the stories and depth to the characterizations.

SASE to Jo Ann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. Make check/mo payable to Jo Ann Grant. Send age statement (18) with order.



All Things Are Possible 3 ed. by Sandy Shelton. 1991. V/C/D (friend), R, 8½ x 11, 221 p, some art, typewritten. 

In this continuation of the SND 4th season storyline, connected stories by Shelton, Kathi Edrington, and Carla McRorie cover C&V deciding to have a second child, complicated by an attempt to frame C for a murder and other casework. Jacob, V & C -separately-enjoy Halloween. After a freak accident with one of Mouse's contraptions, tragedy threatens and is observed by angels in Carla McRorie's “A Test of Faith”; V meets one of those angels in McRorie's “Darkness Before Dawn.” We get the unborn child's side of things in Shelton's “Welcome the Child.” Several stories involve Devin; one includes Elliot; Diana appears briefly in another. The plots of the various stories are coherent and there's less emphasis on sex, more on storytelling, Poetry by Carla McRorie, art by Sandy Chandler Shelton, Pam Tuck, Pat Wallerius, Sue Krinard.

SASE to Jo Ann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. Make check/mo payable to Jo Ann Grant. Send age statement (18) with order.



All Things Are Possible 4 ed. by Sandy Shelton. 

We assume there is such a zine, but haven't seen one yet. Help securing a review copy would be appreciated. For further information, SASE to the publisher.



All Things Are Possible 5 ed. by Sandy Shelton. 7?/93. V/C, (PG-13-R), 8½ x 11, 142 p, much art. 

A a particularly good volume in this series. The stories (primarily Continued Classic) are vivid, interesting, well-written, and original, the artwork is good to excellent, and the editing and presentation are entirely satisfactory. The shared assumption of all these stories is that V/C have been married for six years and have two children, Jacob and Mary Catherine (Katie). C works Above but lives Below.

	Top among the six stories is Michael Thomas' charming, surprising, and accurate take on the Disney animated B&B. In this story, vain macho dolt Gaston and tubby little admiring sidekick Le Feu are put, by a disapproving Enchantress, into each other's bodies after the movie's conclusion and Gaston is forced to recognize his own former callousness and his good-natured friend's many admirable traits. The story is written with true cartoon vigor and verve-there's even a nicely done parody of Gaston's bragging song. Raye Dean Horton's “A Valentine Surprise” has a pleasant and perfectly in-character tale of Mouse preparing a Valentine's gift for Jamie, complicated by Arthur's help. Sandy Shelton's “Against a Sea of Troubles” combines V's deciding to have a vasectomy, and what comes of it, with Joe Maxwell's rage at a punk responsible for (but acquitted of) Joe's father's murder. Note: this story has strong PG-13/mild R V/C eroticism. Shelton's follow-up, “Legacy of Fear,” combines the aftermath of V.'s vasectomy with Tom Gunther's stunning disclosure, to C, that he's HIV positive...and doesn't know when he might have first been infected. Carla McRorie's “Perchance to Dream” has Mary, with C's connivance, set out to make Father jealous by being squired about by Peter. And McRorie's “Past Hopes, Future Dreams,” continues the story of Elliot and Fiona, the blind tunnel weaver who nursed him back to health after the explosion of the Compass Rose, here complicated by a returning rival from Elliot's past who claims she just wants Elliot for an escort.... Yeah, sure. Nice portrait art, some erotic but not explicit, by Sue Krinard (cover), Michelle Sayles, Sandy C. Shelton, Amber Shelton, and Jim Garrison.

$26.00 us, $28.00 else to Jo Ann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. Make check/mo payable to Jo Ann Grant. Send age statement (18) with order.



All Things Are Possible with Love by Sandie Dapoz. 3/90. V/C, PG-13, digest, 90 p, some art. 

One of the first “She's Not Dead” stories printed, and arguably the best. This magical, powerful account wisely avoids logical explanations. Instead, Catherine, awaiting autopsy, is reanimated apparently by the force of love alone and spends 3rd season in a sedated coma experiencing vivid, haunting dreams of Vincent. Truth springs from blood to hand to eye like a strange contagion: for no reason she knows, Diana suddenly is certain C is alive; with a touch, C remembers the past and who she is. V undertakes a journey both symbolic and psychological to confront images of himself and recover himself so that he can recover Catherine. It's more a prose poem than a story. Though words like magical, mythic, dreamlike come to mind, it's impossible to describe this excellent, lyrical zine. You have to read it for yourself.

SASE to Dapoz, Etc., 815 N. Broadway, Greenfield IN 46140



All's Well that Ends Well See: Quantum Beast 1.



Alternate Fantasies 1: The Beast of Wells by Jackie Kapke. 1991. V/C, X, digest, 76 p, some art.

In this pleasant zine, in an all-purpose Medieval setting, Lady Catherine, abducted by brigands on page 1, is further abducted from those brigands by "The Beast of Wells" (guess who), a long-time enemy of her uncle/guardian. Expecting to be roughly treated by the master of the castle, whose animal appearance and appetites are legendary, Catherine instead finds herself treated as a noble guest and offered return to her own people with no demand for ransom. Rather unconvincingly, Vincent manages to persuade himself that Catherine's in love with his best friend, who accompanies them on the return. Instead of welcoming C, her uncle savagely attacks the party, severely wounding V. Then C sees what true savagery is, and makes her choice.

	The story rattles right along, so though the end isn't really in doubt, it keeps those pages turning to the end, which is graphically sexual, with the author's own occasional illustrations.

$8.00 us, sase else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Alternate Fantasies 2: 1638 by Ann R. Brown. 1991?. V/C, X, digest, 78 p, some art. 

Although it's been out awhile, this zine is well worth the having, by a zine author much better known now than she was then. In this charming "Another Time" story, Lady C is the mistress of an impoverished 17th Century English manor whose fortunes are expected to improve when her arranged marriage to wealthy rake Lord Jehu takes place. Enter V, pursued: an alchemist and healer, accused of being a warlock and dealing in Black Magic. C hides the fugitive and gradually comes to know and love this strange, learned man...and look forward, less and less, to her approaching marriage to cruel fop Lord Jehu.

	C is credible, levelheaded, and courageous; V is charmingly diffident in his outcast status and fierce in a fight, as one might expect. To protect C's lands, they marry...but still have a considerable way to go before they become husband and wife in truth. When they at last get together, the explicit erotic sparks fly. Excellently written, with the unobtrusive and effective period detail readers have come to expect from this author. A couple of nice illustrations by Sharon Wells.

$9.00 us, sase else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Alternate Fantasies 3: Night Magic and Fairy Tales by Anne Evans. 1992?. V/C, X, digest, 55 p, some art. 

C, returning by hired plane from an assignment for the DA's office, arrives after a crash landing at a strange, timeless castle whose sole inhabitant is an unusually confident V, who presses his romantic suit unceasingly until C agrees it's destiny--true. There's an opening and epilogue in which mysterious, apparently disembodied voices discuss the castle and the Beast's destiny, but these rather opaque sections do little to clarify what's going on. Whatever, C/V find one another and C gladly gives up the hectic modern world for love. Two unmemorable Sharon Wells illos.

$9.00 us, sase else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Always 1 by Barbara “JC” Stoddard. 2/91. V/C. (PG), 8½ x 11, c. 200 p, no art, large typewriter-style type. 

At 200 unnumbered, packed pages, this novel is clearly a labor of great love. But grammar and overall mechanics are poor. If you have a fond spot for sincere, passionate, struggling beginnings, you may well like this alternate 3rd season story.

SASE to Barbara Stoddard, 331 K street, South Boston, MA 02127



Amber Eyes by “Cat”. 5/91. V/O, PG, 8½ x 11, 100 p, occasional art by author (1 in color), color cover. 

In this 4th season novel, V encounters a woman vet with extraordinary telekinetic and telepathic powers: she can kill someone with a look! No romance but a lot of “chemistry.” Good characterization, pacing; imaginative storyline. You haven't seen this 18 times before!

SASE to Miles-to-Go Publications, 2658 S. Yale Ave., Tulsa OK 74114. Make check/mo payable to K. G. Miles.



Amber Eyes 2: Marina's Pride by “Cat”. 4/92. V/O, R, 8½ x 11, 126+ p, clear typescript, some art (unnumbered), color cover (“Cat”). 

In this 4th season story, spunky and ESP-prone (she can kill with a look!) zoo vet Marina tries to prevent deranged Richard Falk from targeting Shamus, a lion, for ritual sacrifice, meanwhile torn between boyfriend Mike and grieving Vincent. Though this brisk, suspenseful story's villains are a bit too vile for belief, they're credibly menacing. Some very crude language and a graphic quasi-rape scene, but no play-by-play sex. So although the R rating is justified, it probably doesn't reflect what you'd at first assume. Art by Matt Smith, Karen Hughey, Jan Durr.

$22.00 us, $24.00 can, $27.00 else to Miles-to-Go Publications, 2658 S. Yale Ave., Tulsa OK 74114. Make check/mo payable to K. G. Miles. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



And a Candle Burning See: Renascence 3: And a Candle Burning



And a Little Child Shall Lead Them by Kim Prosser and Lisa Swope. 5/95. V/D. 8 ½ x 11 (G), 71 p, sparse elderly art, typeset.

The second part, unacknowledged, of Bless the Beast and the Children (which see), which in turn is a slight revision of the 1991 zine formerly titled Invocation for a Child (no longer in print). The text is listed as "copyright 1991, 1995;" draw your own conclusions.

	This affectionate but unromantic pairing of Vincent and Diana centers around feral street-waif Jenny, a mistrustful and hostile child who does not fit in well or easily into the Tunnel Community. Diana's marionettes, introduced in Bless the Beast, figure in bringing Jenny to confront her past and accept her future. The novel concludes with an unrelated account of a celebration of Father's Day, Below.

	There's occasionally some nice byplay between shy, diffident Vincent and shy, diffident Diana, but the story's sole emotional intensity rests with Jenny. The cover of this zine is an uncredited (though signed, if you look hard enough) reproduction of a Lisa Stubblefield cover for Lisa Stubblefield's own 1990 zine now out of print. A 1990 portrait of Diana by Dragon is the only interior art.

$15.00 us, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine FL 32085-1114.



Arthur's Quest by Ann R. Brown. 3/94. V/C, 8½ x 11, 147 p, much art, narrow borders. 

Nine of Brown's short stories. In "A Maglione Christmas." Joe Maxwell (neé Maglione) volunteers to make Christmas dinner for C's appalling relatives visiting from Windsock, North Dakota. The meal sparks a romantic V/C evening. "Mother's Little Angel" has C kidnapped by a brutally childish man and his vicious, greedy mother in a scary tale of C's resourcefulness and fortitude as V and friends search for her. In "The Blue Danube," C/V share a memorable dance. In hilarious, on-target "Happiness, Inc." shrink Dr. Grafton (of "A Happy Life") persuades C to go for a weekend retreat among man-hating feminists while Grafton mouths self-fulfillment platitudes accompanied by verses from Paul Simon's "50 Ways to Leave Your Lover." She's rescued from this dire fate by V.

	"The After-Comers," which the author terms controversial, C tries to rebuild a life after V's death. The titular story, "Arthur's Quest" tells of  two tunnels pets, raccoon Arthur and haughty cat Ooja, trying to heal a rift between V/C. In "The Whole Truth and Nothing But," a former tunnel dweller, young Felicia, gives the hurtful benefit of her new-found religiosity and intolerance to startled C & V. C's infuriated, V's miserable. C prevails. In "King Burch," despairing at C's decision (in "Ozymandius") to marry Elliot, V tells tunnel children a fairy tale of King Burch, lovely maiden Kathryn, and the terrible Beast. If you loved Brown's rendition of the Beauty and the Beast fable, Castle of the Beast (which see), you'll want this zine for this story alone.

	Art by Connie Asch, Nate Dryden, John Forier, Sarah Kucerova, Teri Milliman, Colby Pfeil, Rita Terrell, and Paul Wunder.

$22.50 us, sase else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748



Ashes Under Uricon by Janet Kilbourne. 4/91, V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 68 p, sparse art (Gerda Eeckelaert). 

Vivid, very well written, perceptive novelette set, it seems, sometime shortly before the Trilogy. Blinded in a rockfall, Vincent finds the most severe pain his knowledge he can no longer protect Catherine, threatened by an escaped psychopath whose brother seems bent on romance. The story is less melodramatic, more poignant and loving, than it sounds. Powerful, tender moments between Vincent and Catherine as they attempt to come to terms with Vincent's loss of sight and the effects of that loss on Vincent's sense of self-worth and his relationships with everyone. Father and Joe are very well portrayed here. Thoughtful writing, excellent reading. SASE for info on Janet's other zines.

$10.00 us to Kathy Bayne, POV Productions, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305; £3.50 uk, sase else to Gwen Lord, Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK.



At the Mirk and Midnight Hour by Jena Snyder. Look under M.



Awaken to the Dream 1 by Kathi Edrington. 7/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 141 p (double spaced), pro illustrated. 

Sweet Classic stories, mostly about Vincent and Catherine's happy life in the tunnels. One cute story tells of how young Catherine met young Vincent on a trip to Central Park.

SASE to AdderLore Publications, 4102 E. Ray Road 81197, Phoenix AZ, 85077-7616



The Beast of Wells See: Alternate Fantasies 1



B & B Lite by Sue D. Nim (no relation to P. S., one presumes). 1990?. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 34 p, much art. 

This cheerful miscellany includes such items as a vignette about the soggy aftermath of rained out concert in “Chamber Music”; a gallery of pictures of Vincent drawn a la the great masters (the reviewer was particularly fond of “Mona Vincent”); other fiction, cartoons, assorted “Scenes We'd Like to See on B&B” and a good general grin. Won 1990 TunnelCon I award for comedy.

$5.00 us to Lucinda C. Brown, 568 College Parkway, Rockville MD 20850



Beauty and the Beast: A Coloring Book by Sharon Reynolds. 7/91.

Not reviewed.

sase for price to Sharon Reynolds, 330 E. 288 St., Willowick OH 44094



Beauty and the Beast 1-3 by Rhonda Collins. 1992-93. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, roughly 200 p of small typeset type in columns, much art. 

The first three volumes of Collins' first 4th season seriesA New Beginning, The Trials of Life, and The Truth of Lovebound together and freshly reedited.

	In A New Beginning, this episodic, lively 4th season V/D romance posits that Diana has formed a one-way bond with Vincent-from him to her-setting up interesting ramifications...and frustrations. D also is concerned that her involvement with the ugliness and evil of the world Above makes her unfit for V's love. A growing V/D romance is interwoven through a number of cases in which D is involved. This book concludes with V/D's wedding and honeymoon, which has interesting revelations about the bond. Some drawings by author; some sex, none graphic. Prequel to this series is Legacy of Love.

	In The Trials of Life, an entertaining novel, V/D settle into married life, Below. Subplots involve Jacob's jealousy over not having V's affection exclusively to himself; romance between Devin and D's sister; D disposing, singlehanded, of a dangerous intruder into the tunnels... and the impact of that action on herself and V; D's pregnancy. More about V/D's bond. A rather loose, episodic narrative, but readable and interesting. Some non-graphic sex; some drawings by author.

	In The Truth of Love, Elliot returns, becomes involved with the tunnel community. V/D's “happy life” is troubled by V's increasing restlessness, that prompts him to seek out danger in the world Above. Later, V/D have an unsettling experience after he disposes of a would-be rapist who attacks D in the tunnels. Interesting exploration of the role the Other plays in Vincent's life. Other incidents involve Jacob; V/D's empathic daughter, Cathy; D goes after a serial killer of prostitutes, aided by V's visionary insights, and saves the life of Lucy (“No Way Down”). The zine ends peacefully with V/D bidding goodbye to lost loved ones. Good reading throughout. Better drawings by author.

$25.00 us, $27.00 can, $30.00 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229



Beauty and the Beast 4-The Legend of the Soul by Rhonda Collins. 6/92. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 140 p, some art. 

This strong, well-written novel, continuing from what's now become the opening trilogy, begins with a short story about V and Devin as children. The novel, then following, shows the increasing intrusion of the Other (Dark Vincent) in V/D's married bliss. Though agreeing with D he must have greater access to those feelings-and the intensity-the Other represents, V's still afraid both of losing control and of losing himself, permanently. Developments include Lena's return, Elliot's unwise attempt to comfort D, and an eye-opening V/D visit to a river deep underground, V's solitary retreat since childhood, where V's uneasy memories...and the Other...surface, to V/D's dismay. Afterward, D begins reading Father's journals and comes to some disquieting conjectures about V's past, involving Paracelsus, the Other, and V's twin sister. This storyline is continued in Vol. 5. Imaginative and interesting throughout, with coherent storytelling. One reviewer's favorite among this author's frighteningly prolific output. More decent drawings by author.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $24.00 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.



Beauty and the Beast 5-The Silent Self by Rhonda Collins. 8/92. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 147 p, much art. 

What may be the finale to this 4th season series. V is extremely upset, and D is uneasy, because of her close relationship with “the Other” (Dark Vincent), described in the previous volume. D continues to examine Father's diaries, discovering unsettling details of Paracelsus' manipulations of youthful Vincent/the Other-events of which V remembers nothing. Only through cross-examining the Other-not an easy task-does D learn the full truth about V's past and the origin of a similar being, Modred, who violently invades the tunnels and whom V has, ultimately, to face. In a well-developed subplot, V/D endure the emotional rigors of her attempt to locate a woman who uncannily resembles Catherine-abducted...and pregnant. In another, Diana insists on taking responsibilities for which she's suited within the tunnel community-including sentry duty. In a third, V/D discover their children have, not an imaginary playmate, but a very real (though unseen) protector. The story ends in a comforting communal Winterfest. Generally good, vivid art by the author and Jan Durr. The series continues with a prequel, Legacy of Love, which is followed by The Mirror of Our Dreams and then Shadow Dancers(which see).

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $25.00 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229. 



Beauty and the Beast-The Puzzle Book by Ben Bock. 1990. O:puzzles, PG, digest, 45 p, no art. 

If you can stand the go-blind tiny print (we recommend a magnifying glass), this book of crossword puzzles and trivia questions will pleasantly enliven meetings, slack moments at conventions, and quiet evenings at home. Some of the puzzles/questions are quite challenging, and you can rate yourself, on your results, on a range from Novice to Obsessed Fan (in between is Hopeless Romantic).

$4.95 us, $5.50 can, $6.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



Beauty & the Yeast by P. S. Nim. 1989. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, c. 30 p, author's art. 

Hilarious short zine in comic form proves why P. S. really deserves to be called a legend in this fandom as well as in many other fandoms.

$5 us, $6 can to P. S. Nim, P. O. Box 3999, Trenton NJ 08629



Beginnings by Pauline Marshall. 1991?. V/C, nr, (digest), 53 p, art by J. A. Clarke.

Alternative 3rd season novella. Not reviewed.

$10.00 us (cash only), £3.50 uk, £4.50 eur to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK.



Below the Belt ed. by Jaqui Clarke & Gwen Lord. 1990. V/C, R, (8½ x 11?), 122 p, hot art, small print. 

Published by Helper's Network, UK, this hot item is not for the prudish, but if you enjoy bawdy poetry, sexy short stories, and steamy artwork, this is the zine for you. A delightful surprise.

$21.00 us, $22.00 can to Kathy Bayne, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305. Send age statement (18) with order. Foreign orders to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL Britain UK.



Below the Belt 2 (ed. by Jaqui Clarke & Gwen Lord). 1992. V/C, R-X, (8½ x 11?), hot art, small print.

More sassy, saucy stuff. Flyer indicates fiction by authors including Amber James, Avril Bowles, Pauline Marshall, Kathi Edrington, Michelle Kafafi, others; poetry by Kassandra, Katarina Relf, Sandra DeVille, others; art by Gerda Eecklaert, Jane Curtis, Heather Taylor-Nicholson. Not reviewed. $21.00 us, $22.00 can to Kathy Bayne, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305. Send age statement (18) with order. Foreign orders to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL Britain UK.



Best Mirrors ed. by Linda Mooney and Lucy Green. O (supporting characters), (PG), digest, 64 p, some art, applied color photo on cover.

This Classic anthology centers on the series' peripheral characters. Becky Bain's "Not Ever" is a persuasive account of teenaged Devin's first days on the street, after he flees the tunnels and tries, for the first time, to survive on his own. Mooney's "Remember the Oranges" gives tunnel cook William's "backstory": what, as an alcoholic VietNam vet, his troubled life was like before he met sternly compassionate Helper Soon Ling. Sue Glasgow's "And the New Sun Rose" recounts V's problems in accepting the responsibilities of leadership...which Father, though ill, isn't ready to surrender. In Debbie Nockles' "Echoes from the Past," Lena and happily married C run into an old flame of Lena's...revealed as (1) a former tunnel dweller and (2) a male stripper who performs in a leonine demi-mask, cloak, and shaggy body suit with glittery G-string, all to the strains of "Beauty and the Beast" by Stevie Nicks. C's memories of this meeting spark an intriguing coda. As always from this team, the stories are well presented and well edited.

	Art by Pam Tuck and Teri Milliman.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230.



Between Two Worlds 1 by Barbara Goulter. 11/89. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 194 p, little art, very wide margins/spacing. 

Readable Classic zine with “Providence” the best of the stories. Pro nonfiction writer.

SASE for availability, price, to Barbara Goulter, 485 Molimo Dr., San Francisco CA 94127



Between Two Worlds 2-Though Lovers Be Found by Barbara Goulter. 4/90. V/C/D, PG, 8½ x 11, 200 p, no art, very wide margins/spacing. 

Alternate 3rd season novel whose premise is that 3rd season was a dream Vincent had in the (Trilogy) cave...which proceeds to start coming true! Diana appears. Thoughtful characterizations, dissections of the probable relationships and conflicts. Pro nonfiction writer.

SASE for availability, price, to Barbara Goulter, 485 Molimo Dr., San Francisco CA 94127



Between Two Worlds 3-Mirrors In the Soul by Barbara Goulter. 4/91. V/C/D, PG, 8½ x 11, 200 p, no art, wide margins/spacing. 

Alternate 3rd season novel continues the story of BTW-2. Catherine is pregnant, Vincent increasingly anxious about her as more correspondences to his dream crop up. Vincent is drawn to Diana, who understands him and is very much like him, though they're only friends-or, more accurately, emotional siblings. Story hangs together well and the interplay of the characters (including an unredeemed Elliot) is very insightful. No disagreement on this one: it's definitely above average! Pro nonfiction writer.

SASE for availability, price, to Barbara Goulter, 485 Molimo Dr., San Francisco CA 94127



Beyond Beginnings 1 by Linda Barth. 6/93. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 180 p., clear typescript with double spaced ¶s, occasional art, laminated color cover (Inez Brown).

This alternative 3rd season novel points toward further developments rather than resolving the issues it raises. In it, C's switching from "street investigation" to family cases has eliminated the need for V to rescue her, easing their minds and spirits. C is now free to concentrate on the really important things, like how to combine the fragrances of her perfume and her shampoo into a potpourri sachet pillow, a gift for V. And he's free to decide whether he's bold enough to give her an antique Valentine's day card with a message of undying love. Written in a literate, rather ponderous prose style that tends to grow on you, this substantial opening section of what's clearly intended to be an ongoing story presents the small delights and anticipations of V/C's deepening involvement with one another despite Father's mistrust and opposition. Excellent art by Teri Milliman; also art by Neal Farris, Inez Brown and Michele Scott. Poems by Peggy Garvin.

$23.00 us, $25.00 can, $30.00 else to Linda Barth, P O Box 2014, Branford CT 06405-1114.



Beyond Dreams ed. by Linda Fister and Judith Lazear. 1991. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, at least 250 pages (not numbered, many one-sided), much art, lots of borders, often w-i-d-e; typescript mostly with double spaced ¶s. 

Catchall Classic anthology of partial stories, developed stories, sentiments, poetry, clipped Snoopy cartoons-you name it. All surrounded by a variety of elaborate clip art borders, with many pages run, for no discernible reason, one sided-fiction as well as art. Best here is Toni Bogolub's piece, “Beside Still Waters,” in which Devin brings his fiancee home to the tunnels and guess who falls for her? Father! Also interesting is Roseann Solnika's “Return to Tomorrow” in which V/C's grandson arrives from the future... and the moon...to warn V/C how to avert an impending disastrous earthquake and convey news of V's extraterrestrial origins. Other fiction by Judith Lazear, Linda Fister, Justine Bogart, and Katherine Garnett; poetry by Gloria DeLeon, Bogart, Candy Garrison, Fister, Lazear, and Ritch Brinkley. Art by Beverly Chick, Kathy Fidge, Karen Serassio, Bogart, Lazear, Fister, Sandy Tew, Todd, Lawrence Walker (cover art, drawn by Walker, airbrushed by William Wooten). Competently edited/proofread but oddly put together.

SASE to Enchanted Dreams Publications, 5218 Javalambre, Whittier CA 90601. Make check/mo payable to Judith Lazear.



Beyond the Threshold 1 by Shenandoah West. 1989. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 130 p, sparse art, typescript. 

Contains one novelette in which Vincent discovers, through Catherine, his origins as an extraterrestrial. Gives lots of planetary history and background. Also two short stories. Art is rather primitive; writing slightly less so.

SASE to Amber Enterprises, P. O. Box 8911, Universal City CA 91608-0911.



Beyond the Threshold 2 by Shenandoah West. 1990. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 120 p, no art. 

Contains four short stories by West and others. Three stories are very much in the vein of the series (C at risk/injured, V saves her); in the fourth (“Friday Night at the Movies” by Debra Johnson), C introduces V to movies. The remainder of the zine is “Phantom Knight,” a continuation of West's novelette begun in BtT-1. In it, Vincent passes along the information on his origin to Father and Catherine and is beginning to work with the scientist storing Vincent's parents' dead bodies. Reviewer found a hint V's mother may still be alive and was dubious about the prospect of Vincent's being destined to save the world, superhero style. Poetry by Debbie Ristick.

SASE to Amber Enterprises, P. O. Box 8911, Universal City CA 91608-0911.



Bless the Beast and the Children by Kim Prosser and Lisa Swope. 5/95. V/D. 8 ½ x 11 (G), 70 p, sparse, largely elderly art, typeset in columns.

A slight revision and expansion of the 1991 zine Invocation for a Child (no longer in print). The text is listed as "copyright 1991, 1995." Some of the art goes back to 1990, including work by Shirlea Hatcher, Barbara Gipson, Dragon.

	This story centers around murdered child Melissa (formerly Amy). In the original story, Amy was a ghost; in this story, Melissa's haunting is strictly figurative, as Diana takes on the job of identifying her killer, with Vincent's help. Also involved is Diana's unexpected skill as a maker of marionettes as she and Vincent combine to establish a puppet theater, Below.

	Although Vincent and Diana are greatly fond of one another here, this story has them keeping their distance, romantically. Matters between them are still in the very tentative approach stages. Followed by And a Little Child Shall Lead Them (which see), a direct continuation of this story.

$15.00 us, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine FL 32085-1114.



BloodBond, by Rhonda Collins. 8/97 (PG-13), V/C/D, 8 ½ x 11, 108 p, occasional art, typeset.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$18 US, $19 CAN, $23 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.



Bondstories 1-The Romance Continues ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 7/90. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, 176 p, art, typewritten, packed pages. 

Good artwork & fiction, also some poetry. Mostly 1st and 2nd season spinoffs and elaborations (Classic) but some deal with Vincent alone or SND 3rd season. Prose a little on the purple side but, hey, that's romance, right? “Aftermath,” by Hunten, an exception to the previous comment, is a good story spinning off the end of “The Outsiders.” Handsome cover by Ana Rita Elias-Terry. Interior art, also by Elias-Terry, is good-looking, too, framed in Celtic-style borders.

SASE to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. A portion of purchase price goes to charity. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp.



Bondstories 2-The Power of Love ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 4/91. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, 201 p, some art, typeset, large print. 

Fewer, longer stories than in B-1. Again, some poetry. All Classic, Continued Classic, & SND stories, including a vivid and well executed “finding/capture of Mouse” story, “Kindred Spirits” by Hunten. Hunten's “Veritas Te Liberatem” in which Vincent goes into the kingdom of Hades and Persephone to recover Catherine, is given a chance to alter the course of events, blows it, and achieves a happy resolution through a very literal deus ex machina (Charon intervenes, through Gabriel's ring) is also good reading, as is the final novelette, “Episode 56-Yesterday's Shadows” by Kleikamp, in which a comatose Catherine is located by Diana and then rescued and helped to recovery by Vincent. Sure, it's become a familiar scenario, but time and thought were taken in this telling to explore the situation. The art is mostly Celtic borders and rose dingbats. Another handsome (and matching) cover from Ana Rita Elias-Terry. Overall, a well produced and good-looking zine.

SASE to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. A portion of the purchase price goes to charity. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp.



Bondstories 3-Living the Dream ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 12/91?. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 178 p, some art. 

The stories in this polished, well-edited zine are original and the artwork varies between good and excellent, particularly the cover and interior artwork by Ana Rita Elias-Terry. The fiction includes Classic, Continued Classic, and 4th season. Kleikamp's “Star Party” offers a heavenly visit into Catherine's past as a star-gazer. Her “Please Visit Tonight” is a funny story of misinterpreted messages, showing a deft comedic touch. Ann R. Brown presents, in “Haunted,” an unusual and well-executed tale of Vincent tormented by the ghosts of Jason Walker and others he's killed. Action and adventure surface in “C. C. Rider” by Ann R. Brown, involving a serial killer/rapist and the return of Mitch Denton. In “Dooms of Love,” grown Jacob loves Lena's Katie and attempts to reunite the souls of his parents. And Andrea Dumasius' often charming “The Threshold of Transitions” is a continuation of “Lifeline's Return” in B-2, also projecting series events into the future, this time as Continued Classic. Other contributors are Rosemarie Hauer, Jackie Kapke, and Inez Brown.

SASE to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp.



Bondstories 4-The Truth of All We Are ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 9/92. V/C, mild R, 8½ x 11, 157 p, + much unnumbered art, typeset. 

Stories a little uneven here, but still a handsomely produced, edited, and illustrated zine. Ann R. Brown's stories, in particular (there are four in this issue), are to be commended as original in concept and effective in execution. The first standout, however, is Kleikamp's “Mind Puzzles,” in which C is suffering a series of nightmares and tries to discover the cause and a way to end them. Despite some purple passages, good reading. In Brown's stories, “Peter's Prescription” has C make a startling request of V after being shot in “The Beast Within”; but to the disappointment of shy, enraptured V's, she afterward forgets, due to painkillers. In Brown's “Halfway to Heaven,” V/C find that the road to the afterlife V opened in “The Watcher” is, dangerously, a two-way path. In Brown's “Mother's Day,” V tends orphaned kittens and gains a tantalizing glimpse, through an old janitor's report (very well presented), of his beginnings. Other fiction by Brown, Kleikamp, Rosemarie Hauer. Also fine poetry by Kleikamp (example from “Expressions of Devotion”: For when I listen to the silent cadences/Of the young dark night,/I detect the hush of your breath,/Steady, powerful,/And I am comforted.), Ana Rita Elias-Terry, and Arie Raymond. Art (one sided on unnumbered pages) by Elias-Terry (including cover), Rosie Hauer (always excellent), Renate Haller, Rita Terrell. 

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $24 else to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp. Publisher may request an age statement (18) when ordering.



Bondstories 5-Rhythms of Life ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 7/93. V/C, mild R, 8½ x 11, 178 p, + much unnumbered art, typeset. 

No question about it, this Classic anthology zine has moved beyond the average in originality, execution, and presentation.

	The zine contains five stories. Andrea Dumasius' interesting “Bridges not Barriers” assumes C did take that job in Providence and tells how she and V coped with that believed-to-be-forever separation. In Ann R. Brown's “The Mirror,” we learn something of C's state of mind immediately after her return Above, in the pilot, and discover forces and people who were instrumental in bringing her and V together again, all centering around a particular mirror. In Dumasius' “Sine Qua Non” C&V, married 20 years, try to come to terms with the death of Father, leading to a flashback of their first becoming lovers (strong PG-13). In Rosemarie Hauer's story, “Someone Else's Possibility,” V/C declare, and erotically express, their love. And Kleikamp's “Anastasia's Journey” is a mysterious, startling story about a German teenager, freshly come to NYC, being introduced to the tunnels (a fourth season setting: Jacob's off at college) because of strange dreams she's had since childhood. Overall, the stories are fresh, well written, and well presented. The zine is well edited and handsomely produced. Poetry by Andrea Dumasius and Joyce Fuller Kleikamp (excellent!). Art by Ana Rita Elias-Terry (cover), Rosemarie Hauer (9 pieces!), Renate Haller, Alexandra Fössinger, Connie Asch, Inez Brown, and Jacquelyn Kapke.

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $24 else to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp. Publisher may request an age statement (18) when ordering.



Bondstories 6-Raven's Rock by Ann R. Brown, ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 7/93. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 130 p, much art, typeset. 

In a change of pace, B-6 is a single novel by Brown...and what a novel! Witty, charming, excellently written and paced, pleasantly illustrated (by Colby Pfeil,) with solid but non-intrusive background material, this is good reading from first to last.

	It's an alternate time novel, in which V is the hidden, unacknowledged monster brother of Lord Alaistair, Master of Raven's Rock in Scotland, during the era of Viking invasions. An appeal is sent to Raven's Rock by Norman Lady C, orphaned and about to be wed against her will for her property. In childhood, Lady C was betrothed to the Laird of Raven's Rock and therefore appeals to him to rescue her. Lord Alaistair, beset by Norsemen, declines to respond; but V accepts the quest. Meanwhile, C and her faithful and fiery maid, Phemie, have escaped Sir Wallis and are making their way northward as V journeys south (there's a helpful map). Their paths soon cross, and Vincent finds himself in love with his brother's betrothed.

	Except for Vincent's being raised (in the refurbished castle dungeons) by one Jacobus, a priest, there are few point-for-point correspondences with B&B, which makes the story stand better on its own terms. The Scots background, scenes of the countryside and the beliefs of the time, are excellently done-convincing and detailed without bogging the reader down in unneeded material. The story, while direct and straightforward romantic adventure, is well planned, dramatized, and paced. The editing and presentation are flawless. Characterization and dialogue are first rate. The story, at times, even has a welcome flash of humor, as well as more passionate moments of longing, joy, and romantic angst. Delightful and highly recommended.

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $24 else to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/ mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp.



Bondstories 7-A Rare and Precious Love edited by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 2/94. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 176 p + much unnumbered art, typeset. 

This star of this issue is a really hilarious short-short story, "Sea Squirts" by Ann R. Brown, in which Vincent tries to cope with explaining sex to tunnel fifth-grader Emmie, an inveterate user of such malapropisms as "[reproduction is] how an organist produces others of its kind." and her serene comment that people who love each other "sit in the moonlight and exchange vowels of love." This embarrassing discussion is further complicated by young Rafe, who finds the whole subject "putrid." Afterward, bemused and uncomfortable, V meets C for a moonlight picnic.... Another of Brown's stories, the longer "A Raft of Peace," draws on Amerindian lore and wedding customs and Southwestern ambiance as Catherine journeys to Santa Fe for a friend's wedding, to find there that she and Vincent aren't really apart at all.

	Also excellent is Kleikamp's "FTD," which presents a well worked-out tale of C receiving gifts from what seems an unknown admirer...who proves to be most dangerous. The assault occurs in daytime, when V can't go to her. But he does anyway, in an original and intriguing rescue scenario.

	Also fiction by Rosemarie Hauer, Jackie Kapke, and Andrea Dumasius (3). Poetry by Kleikamp and Dumasius. Art by Rosemarie Hauer, Alexandra Fössinger, Jackie Kapke, Pam Tuck, Renate Haller, Colby Pfeil (including cover), Connie Asch, and Sandy C. Shelton. More than the usual number of typos here but otherwise maintains the series' standard for readability and originality.

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $24 else to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/ mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp.



Bondstories 8-Claiming Destiny ed. by Joyce Fuller Kleikamp and Leslie Hunten. 7/94. V/C, (strong R in places), 8½ x 11, 145 p, much art, typeset. 

Particularly strong is the brief story, "Red For Remembering," by Ann R. Brown, which dramatizes movingly the remembrance service held Below for Margaret, an event of considerable mythic power. Also brief, Rosemarie Hauer's "A Silent Knowledge" describes Catherine's growing awareness of the bond in a tender vignette. Theresa Peppe's "Checkmate" describes the bond taking on a will of its own, bringing V/C inexorably together through of highly erotic shared dreams. There's an X-rated version of the conclusion one can send for; the reviewer found it hard to imagine how it could be substantially more graphic than what's there now.

	Anna Elias-Terry's vignette, "Dialogue with a Rose," gives a surprising and insightful twist to the words, "I have never regretted what I am, until now," since here, it's C's realization, not V's. Helva Peters presents a series of letters saying goodbye to Dmitri (of "Ashes, Ashes") from V, C, Father, and Eric.

	The best of Kleikamp's own several stories, the long and substantial "A Dance to Silent Music," has C trying to help V with a Gregory Coyle-like intruder setting off bombs at thresholds. When C is hurt, it has surprising repercussions for Joe Maxwell...and for the bond.

	Thoughtful poems by Kleikamp. Art by Ana Elias-Terry, Rosemarie Hauer, Pam Tuck, Connie Asch, Sandy Shelton, Inez Brown, Alexandra Fossinger, Renate Haller, Colby Pfeil. As always, well edited and attractively presented.

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $24 else to Bondstories Press, 3861 S. Thornton Ave., Tucson AZ 85746. Make check/mo payable to Joyce Fuller Kleikamp. Publisher may request an age statement (18) when ordering.



The Book of Secrets 1-5 ed. by Sharon Wells. 1988-1990.

One of the first serial zines, with lots to read. A staple in anyone's collection.

Each volume $20.40 us, $23.00 can, $29.00 eur, $31 pac to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



The Book of Secrets 6 ed. by Sharon Wells. 7/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 208 p, art, large print. 

Continuation of Classic stories even though written during 3rd season. Color cover.

$22.00 us, $23.00 can, $30.00 eur, $32 pac to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



The Book of Secrets 7 by Sharon Wells. 3/92. V/C, (PG-13), 173 p, large print, much art. 

This complex book has an ongoing story by Wells with anecdotes by other writers interspersed in the narrative. The overall plot deals with the aftermath of the attempted hijacking of The Sea God, an ocean liner in which C, her father, and an engineer named Scotty were involved, a story told in a previous zine. The chief terrorist is coming to trial and attempts, through henchmen, to intimidate the witnesses. Many more ideas are brought up than are developed, but the narrative rattles right along and the characterizations are interesting, particularly that of Michael Tay, a psychic. The included anecdotes are by Kay Simon, Linda Mooney, Gretchen A. K. Kopmanis, Betty Reardon, S. Elliott (a poem). Good reading. Art by Sue Krinard, Kathy Fidge, Jackie Kapke, Sharon Wells, Alice Baltes, Sandra Elliot, Barbara Gudlauski.

$22.00 us, $23.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



Boundless Moments See: Lay Claim to Love.



Bourne in the Blood See: Continuum I: Bourne in the Blood



Bridge of Dreams by Maxine Mayer. 7/93. V/D, PG, 8½ x 11, 140 p. typeset, some art. 

This sensitive, insightful 4th season novel is about connectedness and community. After V returns Below, having spent the past year Above (with Jacob) as Diana's guest while he worked through his grief over C's death, he gradually realizes that the tunnel community has turned its back on the world Above and cut themselves off from the helpers. V feels he must lead the community back to the original vision by building bridges between hearts as well as a literal bridge between the worlds Above and Below. Meanwhile, Diana has her own problems: sister Susan has thrown out husband Larry, who's become increasingly possessive...and abusive. Knowing Larry won't leave it at that, D urges Susan to get away from there-now! At first resistant, Susan abruptly disappears with young daughter Alex. Larry's desperate to find out where they've gone. Believing that Diana knows, Larry begins following and photographing her, hoping to get some leverage to force her to reveal Susan's whereabouts. He gets it in the form of a blurry photo of Vincent, briefly visiting on Diana's roof. The Diana plotline is more action oriented; that involving Vincent is more thoughtful. Both plots converge and are resolved in a satisfying way. The book is literate and thoughtful, sometimes dramatic, featuring a strong D/V friendship. Overall, fine storytelling and absorbing reading. Art by Barb Gipson (including a striking trio of Diana portraits), Jan Durr, Rhonda Collins, Lena Wood (cover); also drawings by Nan Dibble.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 eur $28.00 pac to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. 



Bright Spirit Descending by Nan Dibble. 6/95. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 111 p, small typeset print in columns, occasional art (Barb Gipson). Kevin Barnes B&W cover.

This Cinemaker-commissioned and Republic-approved pro B&B book is a novelization of two episodes, "The Alchemist" and "To Reign in Hell," with added material, insights, and interior revelations in those episodes. Roughly half the book is the story of the growth of the tunnel community from its first beginnings and the evolution of the friendship of its founders, Jacob Wells and John Pater. The novelized episodes and the original story weave in and out of each other with some pertinence, since the two episodes involved  deal substantially with Jacob (now Father) and John (now Paracelsus) in the series' present.

	Presumably most Q-fer readers know what Nan's writing is like, and know whether they enjoyed her first pro B&B book, Beyond Words, Beyond Silence, or not. So, beyond saying Nan's been a professional fantasy/sf novelist all her adult life, further description seems unnecessary. Despite the low page count, it's a 250,000 word novel (over three times the length of a standard paperback) and has six of Barb Gipson's handsome interior illustration, as well as a b&w cover by Cinemaker artist Kevin Barnes.

$15 to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148.



Buns N Roses ed. by Barbara Hill. 11/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 124 p of tiny print + much unnumbered art. 

Classic adult zine featuring the fiction of Terri Milliman, Barbara Hill, Andrea Dumasius, Lynette Combs, M. Sue Waugh, Trisha Kehoe. Mostly consummation/first time stories with fairly predictable V/C sex. No surprising discoveries; many more vignettes than developed stories. Not all the content is explicit sex. Two vignettes-Hill's “Shades of Gray” and Kehoe's “Just an Ordinary Man” present V/C disquiet at finding their respective gray hairs. In Kehoe's “Curiosity, Etc.,” Vincent is tempted...by Catherine trying to untangle a ball of yarn. Some stories are all-purpose Classic. Others take off from different 1st or 2nd season episodes. Combs' “A Gentle Reign,” for instance, takes off from “To Reign in Hell,” and Hill's “I Felt You Go” assumes a sexual aftermath to “The Watcher.” The only story with any reference to 3rd season events, Milliman and Hill's “The Other Side of the River,” presents Vincent with a chance to recover Catherine from death...if he's willing to accept that he deserves her love. Andrea Dumasius' “A Treasure, A Promise,” is a frame story that flashes back from lovers V & C to the eight months between C's return Above, in the pilot, and V's first venturing to her balcony.

	Some of the writing in the zine is a bit rough-in style, not sexual content: we get, for instance, “the heart-rendering [sic] tenderness of his gaze” and “trying to hold in the giggle that irrationally sought escape”: do rational giggles stay home?-but this is compensated for by the very good artwork (some nude, and frontal) by Inez Brown, Pam Martin, Teri Milliman, Rosemarie Hauer, Sandy C. Shelton. Also poetry by Gloria De Leon, Trisha Kehoe, Pat Leslie, and Peter McWilliams.

$23.00 us, $27.00 can, $30.00 else to Barbara Hill, 7039 Army, Detroit MI 48209-2217. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



The Candlelight Collection 1 by Avril Bowles. 1991? V/C.

Not reviewed.

£7 us, £10 eur, $22.00 us (cash only) to Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney. Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9DE England



The Candlelight Collection 2 by Avril Bowles. 1991? V/C.

Not reviewed.

£7 us, £10 eur, $22.00 us (cash only) to Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney. Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9DE England



The Candlelight Collection 3-Love and Lyrics by Avril Bowles. 1992? V/C.

A Classic anthology zine. Not reviewed.

£7 us, £10 eur, $22.00 us (cash only) to Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney. Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9DE England



Candlelights 1: Demons by Joyce Mungia. 10/91. V/C, G, 8½ x 11, 117 p, sparse art. .

A readable novella dealing with Vincent, Catherine, and Paracelsus, and an exploration of Vincent's origin, set sometime between “To Reign in Hell” and the Trilogy.

SASE to Joyce Mungia. Rt. 2 Box 135, Ellensburg WA 98926



Candlelights 2-Myths and Miracles by Joyce Mungia. 12/92. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 89 p, sparse art. 

A Continued Classic novella, initially a bit slow but original and imaginative overall. About to attend a new play Above, C gives V a copy of the script in hopes that in that way, they can sort-of share the experience. They do-disastrously- when V becomes so caught up in the play that he apparently exchanges spirits with the male lead and both go into coma. The play is a retelling of a legend, now authenticated by an archeologist, about an ancient, earlier life V/C lived in Scandinavia, in which “Katia” threw herself into “Vincente's” grave. Their skeletons, together with rose and crystal, have now been found. To reclaim V's wandering spirit, C has to battle her reluctance to believe in past lives and in the immutable destiny of her and Vincent's love. Parts of the legend/play itself are embedded in the present narrative. The writing is generally competent and often lyrical. Art by Kerin Houseburg.

$18.00 us, $19.00 can, $21.00 else to Joyce Mungia, Rt. 2, Box 135, Ellensburg WA 98926.



Captured in Tunnels by D. Yates. 12/91. V/C, (R-X), 12 x 8½, 57 p. of small typeset type, occasional art. 

If you assume the tunnels are under London (this story doesn't, but it's so heavily British in attitude and word choice that it's impossible to imagine the setting is NY), you'll enjoy this cheerful tale of a hide-and-seek game, Below, in which ever-elusive V, in escaping pursuing children, is saddled with a handicap: C. Here, V is good-natured, slangy, with a strong sense of humor. Much graphic V/C lovemaking. Good and amusing reading, if you don't mind a total lack of angst and the insistently British outlook.

SASE to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Captured Moments by Wayne Kelley. 1990? V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 90 p, much art. 

A poetry and artzine. Art by Anna Deavers-Kelley, Pamela Martin, Terri Librande; the work by Deavers-Kelley and Martin is especially striking and well reproduced. Kelley's poems, most in free verse, are commentaries and reactions to each of the 56 episodes of B&B; also a few miscellaneous poems. The poetry is thoughtful, readable, rather than lush, heavily imagistic, or fevered with romance. Diana is briefly mentioned, but not dwelt upon. Pages are unnumbered and run one-sided (reverse sides are blank); page count is only of pages with poems (nice borders) or artwork on them. Well edited and presented. Worth the price merely for the artwork.

SASE to Wayne Kelley, 1083 Webertown Rd., Lynchburg OH 45142



From Cloudless Climes by Marina Bailey, Sue De Villiers, Gwenda Bossé. 5/91. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 13, 59 p, some art. 

This short zine by South African fans is a typical beginners' zine. There are stories (Vincent gets stuck all day in Catherine's apt.; Vincent mourns Catherine's loss), lists (37 things we'd like to know about Vincent), an account of a trip to a Broadway play starring Ron Perlman, poems, trivia, photos, a “recipe,” some art, borders. All pleasant.

The authors don't sell this zine: instead, they swap for other zines. Those interested in swapping should send to Sue de Villiers, P O Box 1122, Cresta, 2118, Republic of South Africa.



Carousel of Dreams 1 ed. by Gina Alkazian. 1990. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 198 p, much art, large print, spacing, margins. 

Classic stories and poems, mostly spinning off 2nd season, some splitting off from the Trilogy into Continued Classic. The strongest fiction, a novelette, “Family and Fatherhood” by Gretchen Kuehnlein-Kopmanis, is an account of C's deciding to bear a baby resulting from her rape by a stranger. Elegant artwork for this story by Susan Perry Lewis. Sharon Wells' brief “...Ever After” celebrates Vincent's wasting away to death to rejoin Catherine. Gina Alkazian's “Love Child” (C is pregnant with V's child) is continued in CoD-2. Some better proofreading was needed but that's only a minor distraction. Not a lighthearted zine, but sober, interesting, and involving.

SASE to Stephara Press, 17351 Mayall St., Northridge CA 91325



Carousel of Dreams 2 ed. by Gina Alkazian. 1990. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 198 p, much art, large print. 

Classic/Continued Classic V/C with emphasis on sweet vignettes. Linda Mooney's “Revelations” (Joe meets Vincent) and Gina Alkazian's “Love Child II” (C's wedding; C and V's baby, Philo, is born), and Star's “Dark Bargain” (V/C caught in a pit; C left confronting the Beast) are the stories reviewers singled out as strong. A few minor typos, punctuation errors, easily ignored. More charming moments. Art by Sherri White, Barbara Gipson, Star, Rita Terrell (back cover).

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $25.00 else to 17351 Mayall St., Northridge CA 91325



Carousel of Dreams 3 ed. by Gina Alkazian. 1992. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 148 p, much art.

“Beyond Knowledge” by Ann R. Brown tells of a V/C idyll in the countryside. “In Her Eyes” by Star is a short interlude wherein V is mesmerized by C's glances. Linda Mooney's “The Color of Roses” is another charming vignette concerning toenail polish-less frivolous than it sounds-and, in “Reminisce,” Mooney shows V & C playing sweet lovers' games.

	In the developed stories, “Princess Petunia” by Brown concerns a confrontation between C and Lena, as C is still undecided what to do about V. C sort-of decides to go away with Elliot as Lena moves in on glum V. But C does a turn-around, leading to a tasteful “first time” V/C encounter. “This Dream” by Star concerns C's dramatic confrontation with the Other, and the truth of their love. Alkazian's “Baby Sister” is a melodramatic story concerning V and his adopted sister, Kyla...a nun who was raped in South America, returned to the tunnels to bear the resulting child. In the background is Pascal, who loves Kyla. By the end, there's a tentative romance between Pascal and Kyla as she considers leaving the convent. Meanwhile, V & C discover passion in counterpoint to the other pair of disappointed lovers. The reviewer hoped to see more of this storyline in future zines. Other fiction by Carla McRorie, Raye Dene. Art by Jackie Kapke, Star, Sherri White, Sue Glasgow.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $25.00 eur, $27.00 pac to Stephara Press, 17351 Mayall St., Northridge CA 91325



Castle of the Beast by Ann R. Brown. 2/94. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 244 p, clear typescript, borders, much unnumbered art, some in color 

This excellent fantasy novel is the fable of "Beauty and the Beast" told (primarily) from the Beast's point of view. Bear with the somewhat slow opening section detailing how solitary V tries to find ways to fill up the endless days in the deteriorating castle in the all-but-impassable magic-haunted woods which, collectively, are his heritage from his sorceress mother. Soon, a lost merchant arrives, V loses his temper, and you-know-who comes to keep the pledge in her father's place. V is immediately enraptured by his initially mistrustful guestnow, like him, a prisoner of this seedy grandeur. With C, the time passes more quickly, fraught with anxiety on V's part to overcome the initial impression C had of him. Then, unexpectedly, C's family and suitor come to reclaim her. Unable to endure his renewed solitude, V sets out to rejoin C through the haunted woods, that prove as dangerous as their reputation claimed.

	There is wonderful writing herehumor, poignance, and patience with creating the small details that bring a story to life. The progress of C's feelings and V's uncertainties and adoration is nicely imagined and worked out, with appropriate but not intrusive 17th Century (when the fable was written) period detail. This is Romance with a capital R. Recommended unreservedly. Pro artist Colby Pfeil's panel-style illustrations (three in color) provide an attractive and atmospheric counterpoint to the story.

$22.50 us, $24.50 can, $27.50 else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748



Cat Tales 1-To Catch a Falling Star by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 12/90. V/O, PG, digest, 71 p. 

This series often assumes a universe in which neither Catherine nor Diana has ever been involved with V. Here, V's involved in a relationship with another woman. A most unusual story, well worth reading.

$5 to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Cat Tales 2-I Dreamed by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 2/91. V/O, V/C, PG, digest, 71 p, cover art only. 

In this volume (all by Prosser), adult V recollects how, at a shy 22, he took an unwed, pregnant childhood friend, Charisse- eventually Samantha's mother-into his absolute and loving protection. Also “Touch of the Beast,” a brief account of Catherine's decision to move Below.

$5 to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Cat Tales 3Lost and Found by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope.

Never reviewed. Flyer says "...short stories with Vincent, in an alternate universe where he and Catherine haven't met. Helper Stacy is terrified of Vincent, but is forced to work with him to save lives. Help in securing a review copy would be appreciated.

$5 to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Catch the Wild Wind by Janet Kilbourne. 9?/93. V/C. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 186 p, clear typescript, no art. 

In the aftermath of "To Reign in Hell," V is going off the rails, haunted by the Other and by his memory of having killed, for the first and only time, with his fangs in that episode. Paracelsus plots toward an invasion of the tunnels and the subversion of V's loyalty to Father, centering on Paracelsus' journals which Father has never revealed to V. Father, increasingly vague, suffers a fall and a concussion and has a tendency to wander off without telling anybody. Meanwhile C is investigating a vagrant's murder hinging on a mask impregnated with Paracelsus' drug. She's aided in that investigation by Lineman, a rootless VietNam vet sometimes troubled by hallucinations of helicopters rising out of the watera marvelously imagined and presented character. All this comes together during a climactic Halloween journey through the night streets when C and Lineman attempt to get V, under the effect of the drug and traumatic experiences Paracelsus has inflicted on him, safely Below before Paracelsus' forces can invade...forces they contend with on those nightmare New York streets.

	Though the story depends rather heavily on coincidence and Paracelsus' motivations are a bit murky, the novel's suspense, drama, and characterizations are brilliantly executed. You won't be able to put it down for a second. And no, we don't have a clue what the title means, either.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148 (note: US edition is 8½ x 11, same page count; £10 uk, £12 eur, sase else to Janet Kilbourne, 33 St. Mawes Ave., Wilford, Nottingham NF11, 7BX, England. UK orders in cash only, please.



Celebration of Love by Cheryl Gray, others. 5/93. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 264 p, small typescript, much art. 

A Classic anthology zine by Gray and friends. Lots of pages, small print, though many pages inexplicably stop short about 2/3 of the way down. In Gray's long (p. 17-136) novelette, “The Silent Song of the Heart,” C is shot while greeting V at her apartment in what was to be their third anniversary celebration. Blinded, she accepts Elliot's offer of hospitality and tutoring while she learns to live with her handicap; Elliot's romantic hopes revive. This story is extremely badly edited and proofread, and the writing style is a bit uncertain at points, as well. Those undistracted by these problems may enjoy this zine more than the reviewer did. Some readers may want to know that Diana appears briefly in a non-romantic context in Gray's novelette. Most of the zine, fiction and poetry, is by Gray. Also fiction by Grey Feather (Catherine encounters V, nude, in the bathing pool, and guess what happens?), and Nora Leverson (an interesting 4th season tale of the love between half-Amerindian tunnel-dweller “Raven” and an Armenian refugee, very pregnant Jaide; note: Diana does not appear), and Jackie Skalski (a tale of a V/C kiss that leads to either G-, PG-, R- or X-rated results, depending on what page the reader chooses to turn to). Art by Michele Sales, Nora Leverson, Skalski, Grey Feather, Gordy Coates, Candy Atchinson, and Art Arteno. The cover, a Leverson picture of Catherine and Elliot, is very fine.

$25.00 (book rate) $28.00 (first class) us, sase else to Cheryl Gray, 10689 Old Frontier Rd., Silverdale, WA 98383. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Chamber Cameos by Margaret Mansfield and Inez Paskal, 5/90. V/C, G, digest, c. 60 p. each, some art, tape-bound, with a bookmark-ribbon. 

Out of print. 



A Child Was Born by Lisa Swope. 12/88. V/C, 8½ x 11, 82 p, small print. 

One of the first and still the best return of Vincent's mother stories, beautifully written. V & mom's discussion/dissection of “Cyrano” is particularly acute and appealing.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Childhood Stories by Deborah A. Martin. 3/90, V, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 103 p, no art, smallish typescript. 

Four stories of Vincent's childhood and youth, as remembered from the perspective of adulthood. The tone is sober and thoughtful, unsentimental: the “cute quotient” is practically nonexistent. Characterizations are perceptive and convincing. Each story focuses on some illness or injury Vincent suffered-dental, physical, or psychological. Beside Vincent, the featured characters are Father, Devin, Mary, and a dentist-helper named Amanda. Catherine neither appears nor is mentioned; the present (adult) timeframe is left unspecific. The writing is good, but the proofreading could have been better. 

$19.95 us, $21.00 can, $22.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



The Choice by Sally Wright. 1993. V/C, R-X, digest, 41 p, small print, cover art only. 

In this story, after V collapses in the Trilogy cave (with some small changes) at the end of "The Rest Is Silence," a spirit offers C the chance to have one glorious night of love, then to bear V's pain in his place, alone, to spare him that suffering. Only if C does so, the spirit declares, will V live.. Steadfastly making that choice, C has a series of consummations with V. There's love as well as sex in this zine, compassion as well as passion; the characters' emotions, as well as their sensations, are perceptively described. Thoroughly adult, in the best sense of the word, though no age statement is apparently requested.

$8.00 us, $11.00 else to Sally Wright, 5 Woodville Terrace, Somerville NJ 08876.



Choices by Debbie Ristick. 9/91. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 96 p, some art. 

This brief Classic novel takes off from the opening of “Though Lovers Be Lost,” splitting into an alternate timeline wherein Vincent, remembering nothing of what went on in the cave, withdraws from Catherine, who meanwhile learns she's pregnant. Vincent's memory gradually returns in vivid fragmentary dreams; Catherine, encouraged by Father, informs Vincent of the actual state of things. All is resolved in the end. In subplots, Catherine tries to help an abused woman, and Father and Mary find romance. Some sex, not graphically described. Art by Susan Abbott (cover: very nice!), Sue Krinard, Pam Tuck, Mary Ellen Nicosia, and Jim Wappel. Poetry by Marilynn.

SASE to Debbie Ristick, 1237 W. North Shore, Chicago IL 60626



Circle of Light ed. by Linda Mooney & Lucy Green. 1/92. V/C/O, (PG), digest, 72 p, some art, applied color picture on cover. 

Charming, surprisingly cheerful mix of Classic and 3rd season fiction. The major story, in several parts, is Green's “The Female of the Species,” an account of librarian Lizzie Borden, recruited (abducted) by Mouse to help get Father's books in some kind of order. Her interactions with the tunnel community counterpoint V's offstage search for C and recovery of Jacob. D makes one brief appearance. Because Lizzie is the focus, this substantial tale is more upbeat than you might expect. Also brief stories by Mooney, Laura Davis, Mooney/ Green. Art, including cartoons, by Phyllis Berwick, Kristy Effinger (very handsome), Lynette Combs, Leora Effinger, Lucas Effinger. Well written, edited, and presented. Followed by Know Not the Heart (which see).

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, c/o Lucy Green, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230



Circles by Adele Turner. 5/94. V/C/O, PG, 8½ x 11, 103 p, typeset, some art, color cover.

	In a story that varies between exchanges of letters and narrative, this placid, literate tale chronicles a transitional time in the lives of Vincent, Catherine, and their loved ones, pegged to the return of son Jacob from college for Winterfest. Jacob has made certain decisions about his future life—he wants to become an archeologist, then return Below for good—with which his parents, particularly Vincent, must come to terms. Paired to this, Jacob's roommate Stan Burch, the daughter of Elliot and an unnamed, deceased mother, also has made decisions with which he and his father find more difficulty agreeing upon, since their relationship has long been strained and the plans don't include Stan's joining his father's business empire, as Elliot had always intended. Instead, that role seems to be slowly devolving upon Jacob's sister Caroline, at 15 very impatient to get going with life, whatever that may prove to include.

	There are striking glimpses of other familiar characters, particularly Narcissa, but also Father, William, Joe, Edie, Isaac, Nancy, Laura, et al., in which all are satisfactorily paired off with somebody (Father and Mary have married, for instance) or else, like Pascal and Narcissa, contentedly alone. With its good dialogue and characterization, the story has virtually no conflict of any sort and all potential conflicts are resolved almost before they emerge. Worries are dispelled into a resignation that young people must choose their own way and parents can only wish them well and hope for the best. These hopes are not disappointed. So this is a very quiet, calm, peaceable story indeed.

	Occasional artwork by Teri Milliman and Mickey Sayles.

$18.00 us, $19.00 can, $23.00 uk (surface; cash or international money order) to Adele Turner, 5336 Challendon Drive, Virginia Beach VA 23462.



Classic Beauty and the Beast 1 by Sharon Wells. 10/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 202 p, much art. 

Anthology for Vincent/Catherine purists. Sweet, innocent stories and poetry centering around 1st and 2nd seasons.

$23.00 us, $24.00 (air) can, $21.30 (book rate) $30.00 (air) else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



Classic Beauty and the Beast 2 by Sharon Wells. 1991.

Not reviewed.

$23.00 us, $24.00 (air) can, $21.30 (book rate) $30.00 (air) else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



Closer Than a Brother by Barbi Chism. 1/91. V/C/D (friend), (G), digest, 103 p, large type, sparse art (one a superb Ron Perlman portrait by Barb Gipson). 

Agreeable, if standard, 4th season Catherine-recovers-from-coma, is reunited-with-V/Jacob story. Elliot and Joe are prominently featured. Title refers to the relationship between Vincent and Elliot, Catherine and Joe. Diana appears briefly but takes no part in the story's action.

SASE to Forever Publications, 1418 Amanda Rd., Kissimmee FL 34744. Make check/mo payable to Barbi Chism.



The Closet Beast and Beyond by Lorraine Parrish. 1990. V, PG, digest, 76 p, much art. 

Very funny series of indignant, sly letters by Vincent, impersonated for tv purposes by Ron Perlman but really in residence in Rita Terrell's closet, subsisting on Pepsi's and posing for Beastcake calendars. Also an account of reciprocal pranks between Vincent and nearly everybody else (Terrell, Perlman, Hamilton, et al.) during series filming. Chuckles, grins, some outright laughs. Art by Terrell.

SASE to Lorraine Parrish, 5712 S.E. East Court, Bartlesville OK 74006. $1 of price donated to charity.



Coda by Sally Wright. 1993.

Consummation stories following “A Happy Life” and “Arabesque.” Not reviewed.

$8.00 us, $11.00 else to Sally Wright, 5 Woodville Terrace, Somerville NJ 08876.



Coming Out of the Dark by Patricia Anne Kehoe. 8/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 139 p, some art, color cover (Rosemarie Hauer), bound in a clear plastic jacket with slip-on spine. 

This short novel, second in the series by the author of the Vincent's World series, is a serious work dealing with pain, retaliation, and healing. Mitch Denton, now in command of the surviving members of the “Silks” gang, captures Vincent with the intention of selling him as revenge for his own previous humiliation. Those Below, together with Devin and Joe Maxwell, plan a rescue. The ending, though predictable, is still satisfying and leaves the reader with a clear view of V/C's future together. As in the VW series, V/C are married and parents of twins. The interior art, mainly striking portraits by Hauer, includes sidal nudity. Much explicit V/C sex opens and ends the story.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $22.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Continuum I: Borne in the Blood by Molly George. 4/92.

Out of print.



Count the Ways by Pat Jackson. 6/95. V/C, (PG), 5½ x 8½, 109 p, typeset, perfect bound, color photo cover.

Pro journalist Jackson describes this as an unproduced two-episode script for second season. It's very much like a standard paperback in size and appearance.

	In this teleplay, Catherine involves herself in trying to help the homeless Bradley family: intolerant, bitter father Roger, mother Louise, young daughter Tina. Camping out in Central Park, they're endangered by a hurricane. On an emergency basis, they're admitted Below, but Roger's rigid pride in his role as father, husband, and provider will not allow him to accept "charity." After alienating and insulting several people Below, Roger infuriates Vincent to the point of taking a swat at him, an action Vincent is immediately ashamed of. Roger drags his family away, intending to sell information about Vincent to mend the family's fortunes, despite the protests of his wife and daughter. But they become lost in the tunnels and then are further threatened by sudden flooding, from which threat Vincent and Catherine hurry to rescue them. Even when that crisis is past, Roger's bigotry again makes him lash out at anyone who is "different" by his narrow standards, during the traditional tunnel celebration of "Thankfest."

	The structure, dialogue, and characterization of this teleplay are up to series standards, which is saying a lot. Had it been offered and bought before the Trilogy and subsequent series events, it would have fit right in. Highly recommended. One small drawing by Sandy C. Shelton.

$11.95 us, sase else to Pat Jackson, 611 Main, LaMarque TX 77568.



The Covenant by Claudine McCraney. 1992. V/C. (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 141 p., double spaced, much good art. 

A sequel to A Rare and Precious Thing (which see). A SND 4th season story, laboriously written with odd mechanics (double spacing; screenplay format for dialogue) but displaying obvious love of the characters. Leaving infant Jacob in Mary's care, V/C set out by van for an idyllic visit to C's CT cabin. When they arrive, after various dangers and difficulties, they spend their time in rapturous lovemaking. Meanwhile, back in the tunnels, Father battles his worries and his aches, and Jacob is abducted by a woman masquerading as Elizabeth. Father sets out to rescue him, but proves to be in need of rescue himself. After assorted delays, dangers, and injuries (a flat tire; C hurts her ankle), V arrives in time to prevent any injury to Jacob, and all ends happily. The really excellent art by McCraney and her son Kevin lifts this zine to a higher level than the writing alone would merit.

$15.00 us, $17.00 can, $21.00 else to Claudine McCraney, P O Box 8442, Akron OH 44320.



CrossCurrents by Molly George. 8/92. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 46 p, no art, bound in a folder. 

Out of print.



Crossroads by Janet Dunadee. 1993.

A B&B/Terminator crossover. All Classic Adult; age statement required. SASE for flyers, more info.

$18 ea US, $25 ELSE from Helen Commodore, 2930 W. 5th St., 19R, Brooklyn NY 11224. Note: this is a corrected address.



Crossworlds ed. by Pam Smith & Roxanne Shearer Koogler. nd. V/C, (PG), digest, 44 p, much art. 

This poetryzine is no longer available by mail. It will be sold only at conventions.



A Cry in the City by Joy Faulkner. 1992?. V/C/D (friend), (R-X), (8½ x 11), 178 p.

Sequel to Deeper than All Roses. SND alternative 3rd season, apparently. V/C settle in Below, together. Diana appears as C's colleague, never knows of V. Not reviewed.

£12 uk, £13.50 eur, £15.50 us/can to Joy Faulkner, 207 Callowbrook Lane, Rubery, Nr. Birmingham, B45 9TG UK.



The Crystal Cavern by Patricia L. Ryan. 9/90. V/C, (strong PG-13), 8½ x 11, 96 p, sparse art. 

This author's first published work, and the writing style is rather awkward. (“Vincent reveled in her actions and slowly allowed himself to explore her beautiful attributes.” “He kissed her long and passionately, bringing his own body flush to hers. Hands groped as both struggled to rid themselves of the bondage society demanded.” “Their bodies mingled into one...”) Readers not bothered by that, or by some variable punctuation, will find a tale of V/C visiting the Crystal Cavern, complete with bathing pool, nightmares about bats and advances from Elliot, dreams about sunny glades, an elegant dinner, and semi-graphic sex. Drawings by Ryan, Sue Leonard, and Barbara Gudlauski.

SASE to Patricia L. Ryan, 1 Greenleaf Rd., Baltimore MD 21234



Crystal Cavern 1 ed. by Jacqui Clarke. 3/90. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 61 p, some art. 

Pleasant Classic anthology. Not fully reviewed.

$13.00 us, to Kathy Bayne, POV Productions, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305; sase else to either Bayne or Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK.



Crystal Cavern 2

Not reviewed. Published by Helper's Network UK.

$19.00 us to Kathy Bayne, POV Productions, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305; sase else to either Bayne or Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK.



Crystal Cavern 3

A Classic/Continued Classic anthology zine including fiction by Gwen Lord, Janet Kilbourne, Sandra Deville, many others. Poetry by Deville and Katarina Relf; art by Gerda Eeckleart, others. Not reviewed. Published by Helper's Network UK.

$20.00 us, to Kathy Bayne, POV Productions, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305; £7.50 uk, £10 eur, sase else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK



Crystal Cavern 4

Classic/Continued Classic anthology zine with fiction by (among others) Gwen Lord, Sandra Deville, Janet Kilbourne, Joyce Clarke; poetry by Katarina Relf (others); art by Gerda Eeckleart (others). Not reviewed. Published by Helper's Network UK. Not reviewed. 

$20.00 us, to Kathy Bayne, POV Productions, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305; foreign, £7.50 uk, sase else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK



Crystal Reflections 1 ed. by Carol Kyne & Betty Neis-wender. 1990. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 201 p, much art, typewritten. 

Classic/Continued Classic/SND zine. Authors include Betty Neiswender, Michael Cote, Ursula Boyle, Loretta Bryce, Carol Kyne. Strongest stories are two by Neiswender: “Fire and Ice,” in which, after Vincent is injured during the rescue of a troubled family, Catherine nurses him back to health; and “Thresholds,” a standard but competent SND (Catherine survives, amnesiac, eventually remembers Vincent) in which Diana appears briefly. Art by Deavers-Kelley, Combs, Gipson, Dragon, others.

$18.00 us to Carol Kyne, Box 162, Concord NH 03302-0162



The Crystal Tear by Patricia Wittenbrink. 1990. V/C, G, 8½ x 11, pages unnumbered, some art. 

Earnest beginner's try to convey her feelings about how the B & B story should have been told. Ideas are better than the execution.

$12.00 us $15.00 else to Beast Publishing, R R 2 Box 302A, Wapokoneta OH 45895. Make check/mo payable to Pat Wittenbrink.



The Crystal Underground

Not reviewed. Whoever first volunteers (by letter) to lend us a review copy of this zine will get our gratitude and a free issue of the Q-fer.

sase to Tatterdemalion Press, 1009 East West Hwy., Takoma Park MD 20912



Crystal Visions 1 ed. by Sharon Dickerson & Mariann Howarth. 6?/92. V/C/D, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 81 p, teeny print. 

A crossover zine mixing B&B with shows including Wild Cards, Man From Uncle, McCloud, Dr. Who, Equalizer, Night Court, Batman, Shadow Chasers, Counter Strike, and Dark Justice.

A “good read.” The UNCLE/B&B crossover by Paulie is engrossing-a natural, if you recollect all those sub-basements in UNCLE headquarters. The story has Ilya wounded by THRUSH and brought to safety Below by Vincent. And wouldn't you know-Alexander Waverly is an old friend of Father's! “Daddy's Girl,” by Karen Robertson, an Equalizer crossover, concerns C's maturation after meeting Vincent. The Night Court crossover by Joy Riddle is a surprisingly serious “Mouse's origin” story. Apparently Judge Harry Anderson is a tunnel brat (which still doesn't explain his taste in ties....) and helps Vincent catch a tunnel marauder. The Counterstrike/B&B crossover by Catherine Nickell proposes Elliot Burch is an old friend of Alexander's and helps oppose Gabriel's machinations. “Lost and Found-12/12/1989” by Nickell and Sharon Dickerson is yet another Quantum Leap/B&B crossover, offering some new twists. And the final story, “Dark Victory,” by Dickerson is a Dark Justice crossover featuring Bruce Abbott/Devin as the protagonist. Other fiction and poetry by Nickell, Marsha Battey, Robin Cloward, Robertson, Heather Adcock.

sase for price to Crystal Visions, 5836 E. Lovers Lane, #C-132, Dallas TX 75206-4364



CrystalFire by Debbie Nockels. 1991?, V/C. R, 200 p, large print, much art. 

The first two-thirds of this well-written novel is a detailed “first time” V/C story. In the final third, a fannish heroine dreams herself into “Though Lovers Be Lost” and leaps into her TV set to warn V/C to avoid the plot turns that lead to C's death. The reviewer commented that either the reader will love this plot twist or will start to giggle. Depending on whether or not this scenario appeals to you, you will or won't find the zine satisfying as a whole. Art by Holly Riedel, Brenda Boyd, Michelle Sayles, Sheri White, Ann Graf.

sase to Debbie Nockels, CrystalFire Press, 9196 Fox Run Drive, Brentwood TN 37027-7480.



CrystalFire II by Debbie Nockels. 2/93. V/C/D(friend), strong R, 8½ x 11, 202 p, much art. 

A series of Nockels' stories, SND fourth season, after C's recovery (apparently) from a long coma, interspersed with pro song lyrics and poems. Most of the zine consists of brief anecdotes, some graphically sexual. Their titles are “Always,” “Stronger Than Friendship...Or Love,” “Touch Me In The Morning,” and “I Sing the Body Electric.” In “Night of Masks,” a more developed story, V/C attend Joe's Halloween party whose theme is cats. Guess who doesn't need to wear makeup? The threat of a sniper, convincingly posed at the story's beginning, evaporates before the story's end. “Love's Light Wings” spins off from “A Fair and Perfect Knight” to become a rapturous "first time" V/C sexual encounter. “Back to You” proposes that C left V, at his request, after the Trilogy and finally makes the unilateral decision to return. The star here, however, is the long, fully-developed and very well written story, “What's in a Dream,” whose premise that when V/C are asleep in her bed, in “The Rest Is Silence,” C has a precognitive dream of the events of Third Season. Gradually remembering this dream, slowly becoming convinced the events she dreamed are in the process of coming true, C quite convincingly sets out to turn those events aside. Suspense is surprisingly intense over what the final result will be as the apparently fated course of events resists C attempts to derail it. A memorable and vivid story. The final story, “Journey's End,” is straight 4th season, not SND. 20-year-old Jacob returns to the tunnels after a yearlong European excursion. Friend Diana is very well portrayed here. Art by Cindy Box, Sue Krinard, Diane Leva, Sherri White.

$23.00 us, $25.00 can, $30.00 else to Debbie Nockels, CrystalFire Press, 9196 Fox Run Drive, Brentwood TN 37027-7480. Make check/mo payable to Debbie Nockels. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Cup of Stars by Ann R. Brown. 9/93. V, PG, 8½ x 11, 109 p, clear typescript, some unnumbered art. 

Though set after the series, this zine is Continued Classic...without C. In a set of four loosely connected stories, it details the stages of Vincent's coming to terms with loss and change-his “becoming real” through grief and acceptance. Its title image is one of steadfastness: well past childhood, Jacob refuses to drink milk from anything but his favorite mug, his “cup of stars,” a gift from his Uncle Devin, important in several of these stories. V commends Jacob's preference: “Be stubborn, Jacob. Insist on your cup of stars. Once they make you give it up, it's gone forever.”

	In these stories, V wishes to join C in death, is proposed to, raises Jacob, tries to ease Father's passing and comfort embittered Mary, and at last joins Devin in a visit to a cabin Devin and Charles shared. There's a lot more Joseph Campbell (“follow your bliss”; the “holy rainbow”) than romance here, but the stories are definitely about love in many guises. Diana appears briefly in a non-romantic context. The author describes these leisurely, often somber stories as “poignant,” and she's right: keep plenty of tissues close at hand. Pro artist Colby Pfeil's borders and pen-and-ink illustrations, the latter done one-sided on unnumbered pages, capture the quiet mood of the stories.

$22.00 us, $24.00 can, $27.00 else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748



Of Dark and Bright by Jess Davis. 9/91. V/C/D (friend), R, 8½ x 11, 116 p, pen-and- ink art, Sue Krinard cover. 

Insightful SND novel in the Federal Witness Protection mode; very true to character. Exciting adventure to wrap up the mystery of the black book, entwined with Vincent's and Catherine's struggle to form a new life together. Reviewer says it kept her awake into the wee hours. Another reviewer commented on the credible, sympathetic depiction of Diana and dead-on dialogue and characterization of Vincent and Catherine.

SASE to Sharon Snyder, 4692 Platinum Drive, Rio Rancho NM 87124. Send age statement (18) with order.



Dark and Bright—the Theme of Honor's Tongue by Lydia Bower. 10/94. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 89 p, typeset, much art. color cover (Rosemarie Hauer). 

This Classic fantasy zine tells how, when threatened with marriage to Gabriel, the tyrannical ruler of her kingdom, North Abufan, C's shipped off on the Enchanted Sea toward safety. Blown off course, she's rescued by a community of cave dwellers led by Jacob Wells and his adopted son, Vincent. Romance ensues, but is interrupted by a letter from C's dying father. C feels someone must go to her father's aid. V finds magical tokens (including a sword) and learns of his origins, then sets out to confront the tyrant. There, this present story ends, but a conclusion may be in the works. Or it may not. Though by this story's end, V/C are lovers, the sex isn't graphic. Rosie Hauer's artwork (including a color cover) is, as usual, marvelous.

SASE for availability, price to Rainbow Bridge Productions, 1228 Fairlawn Drive, Rantoul IL  61866.



Dark Thresholds by Lena Wood. 7/95. V/D, (PG), 8½ x 11, 136 p, typeset in columns. some art. 

This fourth season novel is in two parts, a bit loosely connected but continuing the same storyline. A mysterious woman whom tunnel kids call "the witch," apparently a deranged street person, has been luring the children with gifts, some of them expensive. Vincent is troubled, suspicious of the woman's intentions and worried that the children (particularly Kipper) continue to seek the woman out though forbidden to do so. As Diana begins to try to learn who the woman is and why she's so interested in the children, she discovers a fact about the tunnels' past which upsets Vincent even more. Quite unintentionally, this strange woman has been terribly wronged—what can be done to rectify the situation? Meanwhile Diana has been investigating a case involving a serial killer. That plot thread dominates the story's second half, focused on Diana's deep fear of madness. Threatened by the killer, she's imprisoned in an asylum and given psychoactive drugs. Will Vincent be able to save her...or her sanity?

	More action-oriented than romantic, this story never-theless follows the deepening closeness between Vincent and Diana and shows them working, with devastating effectiveness, as a team: both are hunters. Diana's sidekicks, klutzy cop and childhood chum Ryan Delaney and research whiz Hack, as well as longtime friend and confidante Father Poole, are well conceived and add to the story's development and texture. Those who have enjoyed Wood's short fiction (and her fine artwork) in the Phoenix and Huntress series will find this, her first novel, a rare treat.

	Splendid cover art and several interior illustrations by the author.

$20 us $22 can $25 else to Lena Wood, 286 General Mitchell Lane, Apt. 49, Fort Mitchell KY 41017.



Darkness at Dawn by Janet Kilbourne. 1992. V/C, PG-13, 8¼ x 12, 160 p, clear typescript, cover art only. 

This superb, wholly original Classic story is set between “The Hollow Men” and the Trilogy. It's therefore tense, worried, and problem-ridden in its treatment of V/C's love-being tested, this time, by a pair of FBI agents who charge her with being an accessory to the series of “slasher murders” that have been occurring for the past few years in NY. How C stands fast in the face of her next-to-worst nightmare coming true, and how V tries, despite all obstacles, to protect her, is the basis of this fine, excellently written, fully imagined and detailed novel.. The book is excellently paced, exciting, and suspenseful. The threats are credible and well presented, but the overall effect is positive, affirming V/C's love and commitment to one another.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148 (note: US edition is 8½ x 11, same page count; £10 uk, £12 eur, sase else to Janet Kilbourne, 33 St. Mawes Ave., Wilford, Nottingham NF11, 7BX, England. UK orders in cash only, please.



The Dawn Child by Linda Mooney. 6/92. V/C, PG-13, digest, 70 p, some art. 

This sequel to The Forever Night (which see) reveals that the world Above has been destroyed by some combination of chemical and nuclear weapons-the “Judgment Day” foreseen in the Terminator movies, complete with John Connor (mentioned but unseen) beginning to rally survivors in NY. However, no connection is made between C and Sarah Connor, so things aren't too confusing. Jamie, trapped by collapsing masonry Above, is rescued, but apparently suffering from radiation sickness the tunnel community has no means of treating. There's suspense when a carryover character from Forever Night threatens to reveal the tunnels to Connor's contingent but is stopped by a surprising returnee. Other series characters surface...but not all survive. V/C's love, however, endures. This suspenseful, well written conclusion to this catastrophic disruption of tunnel life will entertain its readers. Some art by Barb Gipson.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230



Daydreams and Fantasies by Jackie Skalski & Susie Goldberg. 1990. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 174 p, much art. 

Imaginative stories and poetry. One love story involves Father. “Homeward Bound I” by Jackie Skalski is an interesting attempt to explain Vincent's origins, and stands out.

$21.00 us, $22.00 can, $27.00 else to Susie Goldberg, 10417 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake CA 91602



Daydreams and Fantasies 2 by Jackie Skalski & Susie Goldberg. 1991. V/C, (PG-13-mild R), 8½ x 11, 218 p, sparse art. 

Varied writing styles (and print styles) make up an interesting mix of short stories and poetry. One bizarre dream story includes fruit (???). Dot matrix printer makes for some difficult reading.

$23.00 us, $24 can, $29.00 else to Susie Goldberg, 10417 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake CA 91602



Daydreams and Fantasies 3 ed. by Jackie Skalski & Susie Goldberg. 1991?. V/C, (mild R), 8½ x 11, 330 p, much art. 

Much stronger and more lively than the first two volumes, #3 is a good old-fashioned “read”-and at 330 pages, there's a lot to read. Notable among the fiction is Jackie Skalski's “Mirror Mirror on the Wall,” a reverse B&B fable in which Catherine, mistress of the castle, captures and imprisons Father, obliging Vincent to be her prisoner in Father's place. In Marcia Lefebvre's “Primal Sympathy,” another being like Vincent-Luther-is rescued from a research facility with dire consequences for the tunnels. The second part of this story involves Luther with Paracelsus. “Twice the Happiness, Twice the Joy” by Skalski continues the Kroywen serial from earlier issues, with a surprising connection between Elliot and Vincent. Her “Every Right” is an adult story of passion, sex, and mistaken identities. Reviewer found the artwork heartfelt but unpolished.

	Also fiction by Susie Goldberg, Katherine Garnett, Cheryl Grey, Kerin Houseburg, and Betty Reardon. Art by Houseburg, Lana Lanham, Mary Nguyen, Sandy Tew, Maggie Wade, Pat Wahab, and Connie Moler.

sase for price to Susie Goldberg, 10417 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602



And Death Shall Have No Dominion by Gerda Eeckelaert. 11/91. V/C/D (friend), R, 8½ x 11, 140 p, much art by author, including striking color cover. 

A particularly good telling of the basic SND scenario: Catherine escapes from a hospital, finds her way back to the tunnels and is reunited with Vincent. In this version, Diana knew of Catherine's survival but kept it from everyone in case Catherine did not recover from her illness and traumatic amnesia. Gabriel, also surviving, plots to kill all who had thwarted him. Though English is not the author's native language (she's Belgian), the novel is well written, well-paced, and obviously deeply felt. The R rating is for violence rather than sex; the reviewer's opinion was that PG-13 would have been more appropriate. SND fans will particularly appreciate this strong narrative, and the author's art is consistently splendid.

$22.00 us (priority mail), $22.25 can to Jackie Maslanka, 6706 Belmere Dr., Parma OH 44129; in Europe, money orders only to Gerda Eeckelaert, Turckstraat 41, 2140 Borgerhout, Belgium.



Deeper than All Roses by Joy Faulkner. 1991?. V/C, PG, (digest).

Novella spinning off from the end of “The Watcher.” Won Best Novella at British Masquerades '91 convention. Not reviewed.  Sequel is A Cry in the City.

£2 uk, £2.75 eur, $6 us (cash only)to Gwen Lord, Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, Britain, UK.



Demons See: Candlelights 1.



Demons at the Gate by Patricia Kehoe. 10?/94 V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 177 p, small typeset print, double-spaced ¶s, considerable art, color cover.

This is the tenth novel by Trish Kehoe of Vincent's World Press. In this competent, rather deliberately paced novel, V/C, during their many intimate and explicitly described passionate encounters, discuss the possibility of their having a second child. C still works Above. Their married life Below is largely untroubled; they enjoy romantic bickering, of the "who can drive who crazy first" (author's phrase) variety...sometimes sexual teasing, pretended withdrawal, and deliberate provocation, sometimes just "razzing" one another as married couples often do. These playful spats, however, are balanced by frequent heartfelt declarations of adoration for one another.

	A continuing problem, however, is how often, and with whom, four-year-old Jacob is to be allowed to visit the park in the daytime. V, C, and Father disagree with one another about what's safe. The novel's action involves Jacob's being captured, ironically while in Father's custody, in the park by the brother of Jonathan Gould (the student in "Nor Iron Bars a Cage"), an utterly evil and heartless wretch who proceeds to perform experiments on the sedated child, whom he finds a less intimidating target than V himself. V is especially distraught because, frightened by Gould's threats to hurt V if any rescue is attempted, Jacob has deliberately cut off the bond so V can't find him; C's distraught because it was she who taught their son how to do that. Father, of course, holds himself entirely responsible and suffers a collapse followed by severe depression from which Vincent and Catherine attempt to arouse him.

	This situation, in all its permutations, is resolved on page 147. In the remaining thirty pages of the novel, Joe is introduced into the tunnel community, and V/C further explore the possibilities of becoming parents again, in passages of extended lovemaking.

	Art by Inez Brown, Renate Haller, Pam Tuck; color cover by Teri Milliman; graphics by Shirley Leonard, Kilkenny Image Systems, and Pat Devoe. The story's sections are introduced by passages of poetry and song lyrics.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Denying the Dark by Debbie Ristick, ed. by Lynne Wexler. 5/95. V/C/D (friend), (PG), 8½ x 11, 135 p, typeset, much art. 

This Classic anthology zine, mostly by Ristick, has one really first-rate, crackerjack story in it: novelette "Before the Moment" by Lynne Wexler, the best SND alternative "Though Lovers Be Lost...." scenario this reviewer has ever seen. It jumps off from the idea that Diana was brought in on the case sooner, right after Catherine's abduction, and that she and Vincent, with their shared paranormal sensitivities, combine as a team to locate Catherine. Wexler's Diana is crackling with energy, dead-on characterization, and a wicked sense of humor. And although she's not romantically attached to Vincent at all, they make a perfectly wonderful team: best friends, in the best sense of the word. Or, to put it another way, Vincent's as close to her as to Father, or Mouse, or anyone else Below he loves in a non-romantic context. This piece of intelligent, masterly storytelling credibly picks up loose threads from "Though Lovers" to weave a different storyline that's as compelling, in its own right, as anything in the series itself. This tale is worth the price of the zine, all by itself, and a must-have for Diana fans as well as devotees of well-written SND's.

	Though Ristick's stories, of which there are seven, are not so dramatically ambitious as Wexler's piece, they're nevertheless well told and true to the series' premises. In the Prelude to part one of the zine, Ristick sets the scene for Vincent's first discovery of Catherine in the park. In "The Power of Love," Vincent comes to a decision about taking the next step in his relationship with Catherine, triggered by Elliot's kiss in "A Kingdom by the Sea." "Trust in Dreams" is a brief anecdote of a reality that turns out to be better than a dream for Catherine. The Prelude of part two has Catherine musing about the prospect of telling Vincent about her pregnancy, while on her balcony he waits for her arrival. In the "Aftermath" of Catherine's being recovered, Father looks in on the loving pair and is relieved that they love one another. And in "For Always," love-hungry Vincent guides Catherine to a special, private place he's created for them behind the waterfall. And in "A Little Surprise," Catherine reveals to Vincent that she's pregnant again. In Ann Cognito's "Under the Rainbow," Vincent and Catherine attend a Halloween party, then ramble the streets, and Vincent gets warily acquainted with a carriage horse.

	Very handsome art, scanned in, by Rosemarie Hauer, Sandy C. Shelton, Anna Deavers-Kelley, Pam Tuck, and James Wappel. Overall, well presented and scrupulously edited...with one terrific story in the middle of many pleasant ones.

SASE to Debbie Ristick, 1237 W. North Shore, Chicago IL 60626



Destiny 1-4 ed. by Kathy Cox. 1988-1991.

For information on price, availability of this superlative Classic series, of which only a limited number of copies remain, write: Kathy Cox, 2904 Princeton Dr., Roswell NM 88201.



A Distant Shore ed. by Beth Druhan. 7/95. V/C. 8 ½ x 11 (G), 208 p, much art, largish typeset type.

It's hard to know what to say about a conzine. The stories tend to be bland and pretty predictable, but agreeable reading, literate, with good editing. This one has fiction by Rosie Badgett, Joanna Ratcliff, Rebecca Marcus, Nancy Mastandrea, Nancy Merckle, Sara Conklin (a very funny, witty story called "The Missive" followed by "Mail Call"), Jackie Skalski, Charlotte Van Til, Irene Felton, Helen Commodore, Sandy P. Shelton ("A Not So Distant Shore"—intriguing, well done), Vanessa Mills, Trisha Kehoe, and Gwen Lord.

	Poetry by Katarina Relf, Katherine Garnett, Theresa Peppe (a long narrative poem), Glenys Walker, Marty Hausner, Peggy Garvin, Benjamin Russell, James Nelson, Judith Nolan, Pat Leslie, Dorothy McKnight, Peg McNabb, and Erik Jonasson. Art by Anna Deavers Kelley (including cover), Sandy C. Shelton, Lynette Combs, Nancy Mastandrea, Rosie Badgett, Sandy Tew, Sally Perkins, Rosemarie Hauer, Charlotte Van Til, and Renate Haller.

sase for price, availability to Serendipity, Box 9287, Anaheim CA 92812.



To Dream a Dream by Judith Nolan. 1991?. V/C/D (friend), mild R, digest, 98 p, no art. 

Agreeable, well-written follow-up to Nolan's How Shall I Hold My Soul, continuing the action of that SND 3rd season novelette. Here, singer Shannon O'Neill (reminiscent of dancer Lisa, but not in love with V) returns to the tunnels, fleeing husband Justin Cole, an associate of Gabriel. One plot involves her and Elliot. Meanwhile Diana, working on Moreno's murder (in jail), locates and dispatches Gabriel in events that loosely parallel 3rd season, except that she and V don't meet. Good characterization and pacing, minor punctuation glitches. Some non-specific V/C sex. Followed by All Things Are Possible.

sase for price, availability to Unicorn Press, 8 Kawiu Rd., Levin, New Zealand. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Dreams and Echoes by Lynette Combs.

Artzine by a major fan artist. Not reviewed.

$23.00 us to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518



Dreams, Genes & Memory Loss by Michele Hawley. 6/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 225 p, no art, color cover, large print. 

A most unusual novel starting off with V/C having other lovers and ending up with Vincent discovering that his relatives are French-Canadian “Big Feet” being hunted and experimented on by a nasty government agency. Jean Luc (no: not that Jean Luc!), a Bigfoot and probably Vincent's brother, is an original and most revealing character. Good storytelling (in spite of the occasional typo), fun, and there's a very explicit clinch with somebody about every 20 pages.

$23.00 us, $26.00 can, $30.00 else to Michele Hawley, 31570 Armada Ridge Road, Richmond MI 48062. Send age statement (21) with order.



Dreams of Long Ago by P. S. Nim. 4/93. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, 49 p, splendid art. 

P.S. Nim, renowned in this fandom as a comic writer and skilled artist, has produced her own graphic novel. It consists solely of Nim's drawings and dialogue, telling an original, non-humorous story. In the present, Catherine muses on Vincent, leading into a past story in which Vincent and Catherine meet as adorably-drawn children...and share something special. Back in the present, on Catherine's balcony, they again share something special in their love for one another as grown-ups (note the guessed-at G rating). There are 122 panels of art. All fans will enjoy the charming story and the unique artwork. Unique in imagination, artistry, and execution. You can't get better for any price.

$12.00 us (first class), $14.00 else to P. S. Nim, PO Box 3999, Trenton NJ 08629.



Dreams of Thee by J. A. Cliffe. 8/91. V/C, (strong) R, 8½ x 11, 140 p, some art. 

C, attacked in her basement, is taken Below by V, where she learns she's been blinded. How V/C cope with C's loss and how it's connected to yet other traumas in C's past is the subject of this well-written novel, which includes intervals of highly graphic V/C sex. V tends C, first Below, then in her apartment, steadfast against all her fears and despairs. Yet their closeness brings out all his latent anxieties and uncertainties...and it's C's turn to reassure and comfort him. In the course of this experience, they become lovers. The emphasis in this novel is more on character than on sex, which gives it substance the R/X rating doesn't necessarily connote. Although, in the copy seen, the proofreading left a bit to be desired, the writing is good, the scene-creation vivid and powerful, and the emotional exchanges-not only between V/C, but between each of them and Father-are strongly imagined and rendered. Occasional art by Lynette Combs, Kristy Effinger, Kriss Farver, Lee, Pam Tuck, and Belinda Wojick.

SASE to Thompson Rd. Indianapolis IN 46227-1577. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



In Your Dreams: look under I.



Echoes of the Heart by Rhonda Collins. 11/94. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 104 p of small typeset type in columns, much art. 

This Classic zine retells and expands on two series episodes: "Terrible Savior" and "Siege." In the former, Catherine tries to get over her fears that Vincent may truly be a beast; in the latter, she begins to face the dawning—and just as disquieting—realization that Vincent may be a man...with a man's romantic expectations of her. These novelized episodes therefore represent a crucial early phase in Vincent and Catherine's relationship.

	This novel does more than repeat these episodes' dialogue and action. It offers additional insight and new scenes that more clearly bring out the issues (and the romance) involved, yet blend almost seamlessly into the stories as we know them. A subplot involving Mouse's refusal to move to allow the construction of a planned and needed aqueduct provides an appropriate counterpoint to the main action.

	The writing, as always with this author, is good. Collins' portrayal of Catherine is of a woman trying to change her life, yet troubled at the demands that places on her; welcoming what she's found, yet uneasily aware of what she used to take for granted that's now lost to her. Vincent is...Vincent: certain this can't be forever, yet unable to tolerate the thought of any ending, which Catherine's blossoming romance with Elliot seems to make inevitable. He's more conscious than Catherine of the similarities between himself and Jason Walker, the vigilante "Protector" of the helpless, on the one hand, and Elliot Burch, the enamored builder, on the other. And when Catherine confidently proclaims, "There is no demon within you," he makes no reply....

	Poems by the author provide headnotes for each chapter. Art by Kevin Barnes (who does the Cinemaker covers); Rosemarie Hauer; Jan Durr; Sally Perkins, Sandy Chandler Shelton, and Felicia Coffee, a student of Jan's.

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $25.00 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.



The Edge of the Abyss by Sharon Monroe. V/C, 1990, PG, digest, very tiny print. 

Novel featuring Brigit O'Donnell, disguised as a digest zine. Worth the effort to check this one out. Applied color pix cover.

$8.75 us ($7.75 book rate), $11.25 else to Fenris House, Box 684, Hewitt NJ 07421



Emotional Fires by Marilyn Preston, ed. by Betty Mills. 10/92. V/C. (R-X). 8½ x 11, 164 p, occasional art, typescript with double spaced ¶s.

In this packed novel by what the reviewer assumes is a beginning writer (not to be confused with occasional zine writer MariLynn), many more ideas are brought up than are developed. For instance, contacted by his aunt, V learns of his origins...and that he's heir to a fair-sized fortune. Nothing much comes of this, except that the aunt, Rachel, becomes a continuing character. Though described by the author as an alternative to 3rd season, it's basically all-purpose Continued Classic. Ex-tunnel-brat TL, a Devin-ish character and an undercover cop, is attracted to Lana (Lena, of “God Bless the Child”) but isn't sure he wants a permanent commitment. Then he finds out about Lana's past.... C gives V an ultimatum: Marry me, or else! And a vicious man from Lana's past captures her and Catherine. Guess who comes to the rescue. There are beginnings of romance between Rachel and Joe Maxwell, despite the age difference. Some romance, lots of foreplay, some graphic sex here. Art by Robert Ferguson, Mark Cobbold and Peter Woods.

Available from the Dreamseekers P O Box 64681, Virginia Beach VA 23467; sase for price, availability; or £9.50 uk/eur to Marilyn Preston, Highfield Cottage, 3 Sleaford Rd., North Kyme, Lincolnshire, LN4 4DH UK. An age statement (21?) would probably be appropriate when ordering, though none is requested.



Emotional Fires 2 by Marilyn Preston, ed. by Betty Mills. 10/92. V/C. (R-X), 8½ x 11, 274 p, occasional art, typescript with double spaced ¶s.

Continues the story from EF1. Rachel, V's aunt, forms a romantic relationship with Joe, who's troubled by a mysterious escaped lunatic and a mysterious missing child. Meanwhile V/C approach their nuptials by slow, difficult stages and contemplate moving into a topside house. C is seriously injured when pushed off a cliff by Paracelsus-making mischief for no apparent reason. The emotional repercussions of C's injury make her want to distance herself, for a time, from V. Both are very unhappy. Then they reconcile and there's a lot of graphic sex. Invented character TL continues. This story has a lot of romantic moments and graphic sex among various couples, and the ideas are a bit less rushed, more developed, than in the first volume. Writing is a bit rough in places but readable. Most readers will enjoy it. Occasional nice art by Robert Ferguson, Mark Cobbold and Penny Sutton.

Available from the Dreamseekers P O Box 64681, Virginia Beach VA 23467; sase for price, availability; or £9.50 uk, £11 eur to Marilyn Preston, Highfield Cottage, 3 Sleaford Rd., North Kyme, Lincolnshire, LN4 4DH UK. An age statement (21?) would probably be appropriate when ordering, though none is requested.



From Endings Come New Beginnings See: Intertwined 5.



Escape to the Realm of the Snow Elves See: Abode of the Beast 3.



Eternity in an Hour by Linda Mooney & Lucy Green. 10/90. V/C/D, PG-13, digest, 71 p, some art. 

This charming zine is packed with short stories and brief vignettes, chiefly Classic. Two stories feature Diana: in one, a brief vignette, Vincent makes the dismaying acquaintance of peanut butter; in the other, Diana goes to London in a matter involving Pope (Gabriel's lieutenant) and among the statuary lions, contemplates whether she should seek a future with Vincent. No overt romance. Catherine arrayed in chocolate, standing on her balcony crooning, “Here, kitty, kitty, kitty,” (“The Seduction,” by Mooney) is a stitch; also, a humorous do-it-yourself B&B story that will touch every die-hard fan.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller, #601, San Antonio TX 78230. Make check/mo payable to Lucy Green.



Eternity by Becky Bain. 7/93. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 142 p, sparse art. 

This remarkable, perfectly executed zine contains two longish stories and one shorter one by Bain, half of the zine writing team “Lee Kirkland” (of the Quantum Beast and Where the Rainbow Ends series). The stories are quiet but powerful.

	O Never Star,” the first novelette, has C taking advantage of the nurse's momentary carelessness to escape from Gabriel's custody. Part one is an account, first of her escape, then hiding, continually on the move, until the birth of her son. Part two dramatizes the years on the run, with frightening near-misses with Gabriel's agents-known or suspected-until C at last decides the time has come to return to the tunnels...and V.

	Full of detail and vividness, showing C as courageous and resourceful.

	In the second story, “No Greater Love,” V is Paracelsus' captive and on the edge of giving in to the Beast, as Paracelsus apparently intends. Captured too, C provides moral support and very practical help. A harrowing, powerful story. In the final story, “Unrequited,” C deals with the unwanted adoration of Josh McKenzie, new recruit to the DA's office, without letting Josh know anything about V.

	This zine belongs on everyone's Must-Have list.

	Also original poetry by Jeanne C. Peters. Other than cover art (Shirley Leonard), there's one drawing each from Leonard and Phyllis Berwick.

$18.00 us, $20.00 first class or can, $24.00 else to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Dr. Elbert CO 80106.



Eternity II Shall Emerge by Becky Bain. 5/95. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 183 p, some art.

This novel is a continuation of the novelette "O Never Star" in Eternity I, in which Catherine fled Gabriel, bore her child alone, and stayed in hiding for three years before venturing back to the tunnels and Vincent. Now, after their rapturous but uneasy reunion, Catherine makes the difficult and grudged decision to become a witness against John Moreno who, in turn, may bring down Gabriel. The bulk of the novel is an account of her enduring a new captivity, that of a highly protected witness who need merely be silenced for her powerful adversaries to free themselves of threat. The regimented and closely-watched days in the hotel-like, yet prison-like high security facility are long and tedious, and she misses her son, Nicholas, and Vincent very much. But she's determined to do nothing to lead Gabriel to the tunnel community or those she loves. Eventually the expected murder attempt does materialize, and the trial turns out to be a slightly different ordeal than expected. But Catherine perseveres and eventually wins her own freedom to return home to her new life, her conscience now clear that she has faced her fears and forced her former abductors and captors to pay for their crimes against her.

	Cover, interior art, and graphics by Shirley Leonard.

$19 us $20 can $25 else to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Drive, Elbert CO 80106-8900.



Eternity III: Collected Dreams, by Becky Bain. 7/97 (PG�13), V/C, 8 ½ x 11, 132 p, cover art only, typeset in smallish type.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$17 book rate US, $19 1st Class and CAN, $25.00 ELSE to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Drive, Elbert CO 80106�8900



Ever After See: The Restoration Trilogy 3.



The Faces of Darkness-Book 1: Discovery by A. V. Wilde. 1991, V/C, (R), 8½ x 11, 172 p, some art. 

This novel [of which only Book 1 has yet been published] operates under two timelines: the end of the Trilogy and 3rd season and, in counterpoint, a fantasy world in which Vincent is a clan-chief/warlord of the Dikarna (people like himself) who share the land uneasily with the early Celts (Llnaelli), who hunt and murder them, considering them animals. All are in danger of invasion by the Romans; a treaty of mutual defense is being contemplated. Catherine, a Celt, becomes his captive and eventually his lover. The two stories occasionally intersect. Writing is hard-edged, gritty, unsentimental, occasionally grim, yet romantic in the grand heroic tradition; pacing, characterization, dialogue, plotting are excellent, given that the novel ends at a highly dramatic cliffhanger (the aftermath of an ambush). Observations of Celtic and tribal society's customs are vivid and convincing. Very good reading if you don't mind being left hanging. Some pretty rough-and tumble sex, here and there; definitely not hearts and flowers. Occasional good art by author, Lisa Stubblefield, Alexandra Vincent.

$20 us/can, $26 eur $30 pac to Dana Angerman, 13333 Nokoni Dr., Poway CA 90264. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Faded Roses 1 ed. by Cheryl W. Duval. 1989. V/C (mainly), PG-13, 8½ x 11, 229 p, much art. 

B&B/Amadeus/Phantom NON-crossover zine. Beautiful to look at, superbly edited. Hysterical cartoons, splendid color cover. Reviewer holds this up as an example of how a zine should be printed. Fiction takes a backseat to the artwork, cartoons, & poetry. Also a classic naughty limerick and a most memorable back cover.

$24.00 us, $25.00 can, $28.00 else to Off-Note Productions, Box 179, New Ellenton SC 29809-1079. Make check/mo payable to Cheryl W. Duval.



Faded Roses 2 ed. by Cheryl W. Duval. 1990. V/C (mainly), PG-13, 8½ x 11, c. 265 p, much art. 

B&B/Amadeus/Phantom NON-crossover zine. How does Cheryl manage to corner so many talented artists to work for her? The artwork and the production exceed the fiction. A worthy addition to the series.

$24.00 us, $25.00 can, $28.00 else to Off-Note Productions, Box 179, New Ellenton SC 29809-1079. Make check/ mo payable to Cheryl W. Duval.



Faded Roses 3 ed. by Cheryl W. Duval. 1991. V/C (mainly), PG-13, 8½ x 11, c. 200 p, much art, tiny print. 

B&B/Amadeus/Phantom NON-crossover zine. It's the illustrations that make this a noteworthy zine.

$24.00 us, $25.00 can, $28.00 else to Off-Note Productions, Box 179, New Ellenton SC 29809-1079. Make check/ mo payable to Cheryl W. Duval.



Faded Roses 4 ed. by Cheryl Duval. 1993

A crossover zine featuring B&B, Phantom of the Opera, and Amadeus. Not reviewed. 

$25.00 us, $26.00 can, sase else to Off-Note Productions, c/o Cheryl W. Duval, P O Box 179, New Ellenton SC 29809-0179.



Faery Tale 1-2 author/editor unknown. 1988. V/C, PG, 11 x 8½ (sideways), 76 p, tiny print. cover art only. 

Excellent covers-portraits of Vincent and then V/C-by Frank Liltz. Despite small page count, each page is virtually double-sized- photocopied/reduced from two packed, single-spaced pages-so there's actually much good reading here if your eyes hold up. Good to great short stories spinning off 1st season. Many stories are actually “glimpses,” fragments; but all are readable and well edited. The poetry is also good. A story divided between the two volumes, “Wild Thing” by J. L. Hardin, describes an abused, female “creature-like-Vincent” seeking refuge in the tunnels, and what comes of it. In the second volume there's also an early story, “Arrival or variations on a theme,” by Lisa Swope and fiction and poetry by Kay Simon. FT 1-2 sold together for one price.

$22.00 ($20.00 book rate) us, $25.00 else to Fenris House, Box 684, Hewitt, NJ 07421



Faery Tale 3 author/editor unknown. nd. V/C, PG, 11 x 8½ (sideways), np, tiny print. 

In this third volume, Vicki Burke's story is worth noting.

$7.75 ($6.75 book rate) us, $10.25 else to Fenris House, Box 684, Hewitt, NJ 07421



Fantasies Domain 1 9/90.

Not reviewed. 

£9 us, £6 uk, £10 Australia to Scarlett Press UK, Lynton 8 Alexandra Ave., Gillingham Kent ME7 2LP England



Fantasies Domain 2 6/91.

Not reviewed. 

sase to Scarlett Press UK, Lynton 8 Alexandra Ave., Gillingham Kent ME7 2LP England



Faraway Land, by Sandra Chandler Shelton and Marcus Holt. V/C.(G) 8 ½ x 7, 14 pages, much art, typeset, tape bound.

See New Zines secrion for review.

SASE for price to Sandy C. Shelton, 411 Ottawa, Oscoda MI 48750.



Father's Stories by Deborah A. Martin. 6/91. O:Father, (PG), 8½ x 11, 144 p, almost no art, typewritten. 

This well-written zine follows Father from his days as a young doctor in practice with Peter Alcott, through his marriage to Margaret and blacklisting, and finally to his life in the tunnels. His romance with Grace is particularly poignant. Well conceived, written, edited. A good read.

$19.95 us, $21.00 can, $22.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



I Shall But Love Thee Better by Peggy Garvin. 6/95. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 132 p, typeset much wonderful art, laminated front and back color covers.

See New Zines section for review.

$21 us $22 can $27 else to Dream Weavers, PO Box 477, Montmorenci, SC 29839-0477. Make check/mo payable to Peggy Garvin.



In the Fell Clutch of Circumstance by Cindy Van Houten. 7?/93. V/C, PG-13, digest, 138 p, much art, typeset and bound with a solid spine. 

In this interesting and generally charming novelette, rather than abandoning her strange child, mother Jenny flees with older son Vincent and younger son Alexander, both products of husband Brian's genetic manipulations, to rural Michigan, where the boys grow up, accepted in their oddity by the small-town community. Then, one summer, the daughter of neighbor Donovan's friend Charles Chandler comes to visit, and teen Vincent's world is turned upside-down by a pair of green eyes, despite brat Alex's interference with big brother's first romance. Then what Jenny had always feared happens: husband Brian locates them...and abducts Alex,. Vincent sets out alone to rescue his little brother.

	Highly enjoyable reading for those who like the shy, tender blossoming of young love. Lavishly and handsomely illustrated by Sandy Chandler Shelton, Michele Sayles, Sandy Holowaty, Pam Tuck, and Jim Garrison.

	An audio version is available, read by Van Houten and Todd Cass, for $15.00 (us, or an extra $5 else); it includes the artwork in thermal-bound format.

$12.00 us, $14.00 can, $18.00 else to Amateur Efforts, PO Box 2175, Woonsocket RI 02895-0953. Make check/mo payable to Cindy Van Houten. From eur, available from Beauty and the Beast UK Chambers, 14 Judith Road, Kettering, Northands, NN16 0NX UK; SASE for price there.



Final Drive: Transmissions in Time and Space by Michele Hawley. 3/91. O, X, 8½ x 11, 136 p, no art. 

Also known as Once Upon a Time in a Galaxy Not Near Here (two subtitles!), this is NOT a crossover zine, though spacegoing races are involved. Young woman stranded with enemy/creature-like-Vincent, and a human man, on an otherwise deserted planet. Love blooms. Fun reading, despite the many typos. The story crackles right along. A reviewer called it an intergalactic roller-coaster ride. Besides sensitive love scenes, there's some graphic sex, strong language. If you're ready for something completely different, buy it.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $24.00 (air) $20.00 (slow) else to Michele Hawley, 31570 Armada Ridge Road, Richmond MI 48062. Send age statement (21) with order.



Flame and Shadow 1 by Gloria Handley. 4/91. V/C, (strong) R, 8½ x 11, 116 p, some art (Sharon Reynolds), small typescript. 

A novelette and a short story by a beginning writer. The novelette, “Flame and Shadow,” breaks in two; part is about the return of Molly, who grew up in the tunnels and loved Vincent. She becomes involved in retrieving Hughes' records, then leaves. The balance of the novelette is a “first time” encounter between Vincent and Catherine. The Molly narrative is rather formless, and the two parts of the novelette don't much connect to one another. The short story, “Winter Woman,” is more fully worked out. In ancient times, human people and “Warrior-Protectors” lived side by side. The story recounts the love between Mavra, a human woman, and Vincent, a “Warrior-Protector.” The societies and the customs of the two peoples are interestingly imagined and detailed. In the center of the zine there's a small poetry collection, mostly by recognized poets. This beginning effort, though uneven, promises well for future stories. All the art is well done

.$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 2 by Gloria Handley. 10/91. V/C, V/D, (strong) R, 8½ x 11, 127 p, some art (Sharon Reynolds, Amy Smith), small typescript. 

This stronger, second volume contains two stories-one is a lush, magical V/C fantasy; the other, poignant and unsentimental, involves Vincent and Diana. In “Shadows in the Mirror,” Vincent is nearly pulled from his reality by a mysterious “Time Weaver” attempting to relocate him to a more suitable time and place, not realizing how destructive are the effects of her actions in the here and now...where he's anchored by Catherine's love. The story includes a graphic “first time” encounter between Vincent and Catherine. In “Shadows of the Heart,” set in 4th season, Diana tries to help Vincent recover his memory of what happened in the Trilogy cave and come to terms with Catherine's death. Vincent is not yet ready to “move on” to another love, but does succeed in saying a final goodbye to Catherine through a moving letter-burning ceremony proposed by Eric. Written in a cleaner, more direct style, this second story is thoughtful and emotionally very intense. As in the first volume, there's a small collection of poetry, some by recognized poets, others by Robert Handley and Phyllis Doe. All the art is well done.

$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 3 by Gloria Handley. 7/92. V/C, strong R, 8½ x 11, 124+ p, much art. 

This third volume contains one long story, “Winds of Time,” and two brief ones. In “Winds of Time,” spurred by various sightings of a feline-looking woman, Vincent almost pursues her...which would have led him into a trap set by Paracelsus. Odd occurrences entangle V/C with magical signs and an odd being, “the Rememberer,” who says they are reincarnated eternal lovers. There are many connections here to the story “Winter Woman” in F&S-1, but this story stands on its own. The story has explicit V/C sex but also deals with more than the erotic. “A Gentle Rain” has nothing to do with the episode of that title; instead, it's a brief V/C sexual/sensual encounter. The final story, “Ice Shadows,” concerns Devin's attempt to con, cajole, and otherwise persuade a bitter woman who was once half of a championship quality ice-skating team to don her skates again and return to life. V/C are benevolent background presences; Devin is nicely characterized. Artwork and one poem by Jacquelyn Kapke; art is run one-sided on unnumbered pages.

$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 4-Gatherings 1 ed. by Gloria Handley. 9/92. V/C, V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 130+ p, much unnumbered art. 

With this issue, Flame and Shadow becomes an all-season anthology zine, presenting the work of a number of writers. Several of the stories are effectively offbeat. The unusual and striking “Spirit Wolf” by Gianina D'Andrea brings a Native American girl-and a wolf + cubs-to the tunnels to tell V something about the mysteries of his existence. An elusive, thoughtful tale. Jackie Kapke's 4th season story “Not My Only Blessing” has D helping V through a time of despair and, with patience and love, they discover a special closeness. Kapke's brief “Precious Few Moments to Share” offers a sensuous V/C interlude in his chamber during a break in his seemingly endless duties. Also brief are Rhonda Collins' two stories, “Fever Dreams” and “To Be Alone.” In the former, sick V is nursed by C; in the latter, lonely 14-year-old V has an adventure. In Cynthia Coe's two connected and well written stories, Elliot hires as security chief St. James, a woman with a dangerous reputation and a formidable intellect, put to use in thwarting gunrunners (“Dragons”). In Coe's “Dragon's Fall,” St. James defends Elliot against a new danger in a story with a surprising touch of fantasy. Art by Jacquelyn Kapke and Sharon Reynolds is run one-sided on unnumbered pages.

$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 5-Gatherings 2 ed. by Gloria Handley. 3/93. V/C V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 119 p + much unnumbered art. 

Somewhat less polished than the previous issue of this now-anthology all season zine series, this issue remains imaginative and interesting. The zine contains six stories and some poems. Pseudonymous (and multiple) Rhonda G. Lee offers “One Step at a Time,” in which Diana pressures/cajoles Vincent into allowing himself and Jacob the pleasure of a barbecue/picnic-including marshmallow toasting-on D's roof...in daylight. A first pleasure and a first step toward a new life. Jacquelyn Kapke's long story “A Race Apart” tells of backwoods gal C's encounter with a strange creature...of the sort her brother is accustomed to hunting and skinning. Caught in one of her brother's leghold traps, V is freed and nursed by C...until her brother and his cronies return to the cabin. Wording is a little uncertain in places here (“...his wild hair obliterated much of his face” “He longed to avenge these wrongs, but he knew one man could not restitute them all.”) but the story moves along at a good clip and the romance is strong here. Karen Morgia's “Sorrow's End” is a brief vignette of a father's thoughts about his motherless child...perhaps not the ones you'd at first suppose. Jacquelyn Kapke's “One Night in Central Park” presents a sensual-but not explicit-V/C interlude. “Dragon's Heart,” by Cynthia Coe, continues the SND adventures of security-lady St. James, in love with Elliot... who's strangely unsure about how to tell and show her that her love is returned. Elliot becomes so secretive about his preparations that St. James becomes suspicious: he's keeping something from her! There's some fairly explicit lovemaking in this story. In this story, married C/V, and their child Chandler, are confidantes of the awkwardly courting pair.

	Handley's “Dove Lost, Dove Found” is a long, substantial Classic story of the involvement of orphaned topsider child Dove and Bill Tillie, a drug pusher who dresses as a clown to prey on children and is responsible for the death of Dove's brother. Some of Tillie's drug-impregnated press-on tattoos are deliberately poisoned. Finding distraught Dove and taking her Below, V/C take a hand to spare other children from this menace. Also poetry by Joyce Murray and “Pages from Dove's Notebook.” Art by Jacquelyn Kapke, Sharon Reynolds and Rhonda Collins.

$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 6 ed. by Gloria Handley. 12/93. V/C V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 107 p + unnumbered art. 

The star of this installment of this well produced and edited all-season anthology zine is a cycle of Katrina Relf's poems, “A Poetic Odyssey,” evoking the whole range of the series-from V/C finding one another, through the good times and dark times, through her death and V's mourning, to the dawning possibilities implicit in Diana's devotion. Also included are Lena's, Joe's, and Elliot's perspectives; and Father's views are a continuing counterpoint. Quietly evocative, these poems are the best work yet of this strong fan poet. In the fiction, Handley's “I Love You” is V's meditation, mostly in the Great Hall, on his despair of love and then finding of love, culminating here in a romantic dance with his beloved. There are two V-in-old-age stories: Jackie Kapke's “The Best is Yet to Be” is Continued Classic-Vincent's reflections on his long, blissful marriage with C, now that their children are grown and gone; Gloria Jones' “Arms of Morpheus” implicitly compares the importance of spiritual and of physical love, pairing him with D after a similar long and fulfilling marriage. In G. M. Martin's “Treasures,” Pascal's advice emboldens V to embark on a “first time” encounter with C. And Cynthia Coe's newest installment of her St. James/ Elliot saga, “Dragon's Mate,” sends the now-married lovers to the Caribbean, threatened by a hurricane, for their honeymoon, the whole infused with Narcissa's special kind of magic and foreseeing.

	Art by Jacquelyn Kapke and Sandy Chandler Shelton. Some of the stories stray into R territory, but no age statement is requested. Genteel but play-by-play sex in certain stories would justify a stronger rating than PG-13, though that rating is appropriate to the zine as a whole.

$13.00 us, sase else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.; deduct $1 if 2 or more of F&S are ordered in a single order. While supplies last.



Flame and Shadow 7: Shadow Warriors by Gloria Handley. 11/94. V/D, R, 8½ x 11, 165 p + unnumbered art. 

In this full-length single story, friends-becoming-lovers Vincent and Diana are threatened by glimpses of another reality, vaguely medieval. In it, their counterparts are warrior Vildar (Vincent) and Ilyanna, clan Champion (Diana), a conscience as well as a defender in arms of her people. That alternate pair are lovers. But they have an enemy: Gadir, who wants to kill Vildar, displace Ilyanna as Champion, and take her to his bed as more than mistress, less than wife. Wicked Gadir has found a way of manipulating the barriers between worlds and dumps the corpses of Ilyanna's main defenders through the gap. Their spread-eagled, naked bodies are found in an alley in New York. Because they're marked with paint as part of the transference magic, Joe Maxwell is convinced that Gregory Coyle, "the Ashman," is active again and puts Diana on the case. She knows Coyle's dead but how can she disclose that without revealing how she knows...and jeopardizing Vincent and the tunnel community?

	With Narcissa's advice and help, Vincent and Diana attempt to protect their otherworld counterparts and close the opening between the worlds before they themselves are permanently exiled on the other side.

	This imaginative alternate world fantasy is more like a novelette with a related short story tacked on than a single, unified novel.Those who read primarily for content rather than structure will find much to enjoy in this smorgasbord of uncanny threats and deepening attraction...with passionate, graphic sex for dessert, in the story's final third.

	Art by Rhonda Collins, Jan Durr, Barb Gipson, Rosemarie Hauer, Jackie Kapke, and Sandy C. Shelton.

$22.00 us, $25.00 can, $28.00 else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Flame and Shadow 8—Reflections ed. by Gloria Handley. 11/94. (V/C) V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 155 p + unnumbered art. 

Surprisingly, the closest this usually all-season anthology gets to Classic is two poems by Jackie Kapke and "A Winterfest Tale" by Nan Dibble, in which troubled Vincent and repentant Cullen mend their friendship (after "Fever") in a second-season story when, as they tote a table for repairs, Cullen argues persuasively why Vincent should invite Catherine to Winterfest...which, until that point, Vincent has been reluctant to do. The rest of the stories are all Vincent/Diana or pre-Catherine.

	Avril Bowles' "To Know Him Is to Love Him" is a reprint of an award-winning 1994 British mini-zine (digest?). In it, offered sanctuary Below by Vincent to avoid arrest for Gabriel's murder, Diana has an increasingly hard time treating him as just a friend; and holding herself back is becoming unendurable. Vincent misinterprets as dislike and resentment her increasing avoidance of him. Finally they are forced to confront each other...and their true feelings.

	Lydia Bower's excellent "Darktalk" throws irresistible force (Vincent/the Other's dread of being abandoned) against immovable object (Diana's decision to attend a police seminar at Quantico, Virginia, for several months). The Other thinks, on the whole, the best course would be to kill her rather than let her leave. Vincent is horrified. But the Other is dominant now and challenges Diana to deter or prevent him from carrying out his intention. In an electrifying nighttime encounter continually teetering on the brink of unthinkable violence, Diana's reaction is not what either the reader or the Other would expect.

	Jackie Kapke's "Come to Bed" (alternatively titled "Working Too Hard" and "Come to Bed, Diana") dramatizes Vincent's concern over Diana's workaholism and the toll it takes on her health, given her delicate condition...which Vincent knows about but she, as yet, doesn't even suspect.

	Novelette "Lost and Found" by Lisa Hyslop is a detailed, compassionate, well-crafted imagining of the origins of Mouse.

	In Gloria Jones' "Revelations," grown Jacob reveals to Father that his beloved, Muriel (Mouse and Jamie's daughter), is unwilling to marry him because of his genetic heritage, which might be passed on to their children. This fresh awareness of the price of difference estranges Jacob from Vincent until a change of heart resolves the problem.

	Karen Morgia's "Sanctuary Withdrawn" tells of how Mitch Denton (before "Beast Within"), seeking to return Below to hide out from his crimes, was denied sanctuary by Vincent.

	Famed artist Rosemarie Hauer contributes her first-ever Vincent/Diana story, "Remember Love." In this substantial, well-written tale, after a long absence, Diana revisits the tunnels...and Vincent, who is finally ready to open his arms.

	Poetry by Jackie Kapke. Art by Rosemarie Hauer, Jacquelyn Kapke, Sandy C. Shelton; border illustrations for chapter openers by Neil Farris.

$22.00 us, $25.00 can, $28.00 else to Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Flame and Shadow 9—An Odyssey of Love ed. by Gloria Handley. 10/95. V/C/D, (PG), 8½ x 11, 69 p, art on nearly every page.

Always a surprise, and a good one, this volume of the diverse series Flame and Shadow presents the excellent free verse of Katarina Relf. Many of the poems are tied to actual episodes, actual words from the series, and present the reactions, emotions, and thoughts of principal series characters—mainly Vincent and Catherine, but also Father, Joe, and Elliot—to crucial series events, from the pilot to the end. Two poems are from Diana's viewpoint. Overall, the poems are intense monologues, deeply personal, full of emotion. Poetry is hard to describe; instead, here are examples, a pair of brief, twinned poems tied to the Trilogy:



The Touch of Your Eyes



There is something in my sadness which you touch with your eyes,

Something in my aloneness which reached out to your soul

And it is held close in your arms.

When I am afraid in a night that never ends,

You touch me with the fingertips of your strength

And my pillow becomes your breast,

And the night becomes your arms.

I know that I am safe, that I am loved,

That I will never be alone,

For there is no darkness when I am with you.

*****

The Shelter of Your Arms



When the storm rages and the night is all there is,

And I am alone and surrounded by my aloneness,

Will you come for me?

Let me find my shelter in the depth of your arms,

Let me find my peace in the stillness of your voice.

I need you to surround me,

To fill me with your love,

To make me whole.

Only then can I find my strength,

Only then can I face the night.

Hold my hand and hold my heart,

Take my soul and take my life,

For without you there is nothing.



Toward the end of the poem cycle, although Vincent himself is sure he'll never love again and is grieved by the inevitability of disappointing Diana, others are apparently not so sure— Father, for instance. So one can read the final poems as confirmation of one's preconceptions, whatever they be.

	Excellent reading throughout. It's good to have this fine poet's work gathered into one place rather than scattered through innumerable zines. Highly recommended. Art by Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, and Jacquelyn Kapke. Also has many photos captured from the series by Gloria Handley.

$20 us $23 can $25 else to Flame and Shadow Press, c/o Gloria Handley, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Flame and Shadow 10: Ten for the Tenth Hour, edited by Gloria Handley. 4/96 (PG), V/C. 8 ½ x 11, 115 p, frequent art/graphics, typeset with smallish type.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$18 US, $21 CAN, $24 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Flame and Shadow 11: Encounters, edited by Gloria Handley. 12/96 (PG-R), V/C, V/D. 8 ½ x 11, 176 p, sparse art/borders, typeset with smallish type.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$22 US, $25 CAN, $28 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Flame and Shadow 12: Flights of Fancy, edited by Gloria Handley. 4/97, O (crossover). (G/PG), 8 ½ x 11, 147 p, sparse art, typeset.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$22 US, $25 CAN, $28 ELSE to Gloria Handley, Flame and Shadow Press, 4195 Rolling Hills, Bettendorf IA 52722.



Follow Your Heart 1 ed. by Marguerite S. Hebert. 6/91. V/C/D (friend), G, 8½ x 11, 140 p, photos, small but readable dot-matrix. 

The orientation of this zine is Classic; though Diana appears, briefly and effectively, in the final long novelette (of which more later), she's not really part of the action. The zine consists of three stories and a novelette. In Martha's “Where is the Hope,” Vincent meets acupuncture after the Trilogy; “Gifts of the Gods” by Claudia Mullen presents interlocking profiles of Gabriel, Vincent, and Catherine in an interesting SND scenario with a surprising revelation at the end (also available as a separate zine): see review; Martha's “When the Bluebird Cries” doesn't involve Kristopher but a serial killer stalking C. The final novelette, “Nothing but Madness” by Hebert and Mullen, is a mind-bogglingly complex alternate 3rd season featuring dreams-within-dreams and an interesting explanation of THE RINGS' history and meaning. Editing/proofreading has some lapses but fiction has beginners' verve and energy. Features promotional photos from Republic, some seldom seen.

SASE to Red Heart Press, 1712 Milan St., New Orleans LA 70115



Follow Your Heart 2-Nothing But Madness II...Anarchy is Loosed Upon the World by Claudia Mullen. 9?/93. V/C/(D), PG-13, 8½ x 11, 268 p, photos, tiny dot-matrix print. 

The story of this massive novel is alternate 3rd season, continuing the scenario of Mullen's novelette, “Nothing But Madness,” in Follow Your Heart 1. There's lots of action delivered in a mildly clunky prose style (sample, from p. 31: “Gabriels' words struck Elliot Burch with all the impact of a speeding train. His heart clenched with dread as he attempted to overcome the sensation of panic in his chest.” From p. 90: “Rational reason had deserted her, along with her hopes and dreams.” From p. 214: “Catherine addressed the indistinct bulk, lurking somewhere in the shadows of her dark mind.... The infernal apparition from the darkness descended into her splintered mind and very gradually, it took shape.” From p. 216: “He replied slowly, but deep down, he could feel the tentacles of time reaching out for them. He would have to hurry or soon, she would be irretrievable.”).

	In this story, brothers Gabriel and Snow, under the domination of their evil father, Othello Louis Domitian the First, again menace Catherine-Gabriel by being acquitted at his trial, Snow by escaping from Attica prison. Besides Joe Maxwell and intrepid investigator Diana Bennett, characters who figure in the action include Devin, Mitch Denton, and Kristopher Gentian. THE RINGS are also important. The story gets rather complicated at points, but it's all quite readable and moves along at a breakneck pace, with lots of suspense and menace as the bad guys, willingly or unwillingly, further Domitian's plan to gain control of his third adoptive son- Vincent. More an adventure (captive Catherine is tortured and nearly loses her mind, for about 100 pages) than a romance, the story turns out all right in the end.

	There's no art in this zine. Instead, each chapter has a picture either from the series or of the actor involved, presumably captured from the tv and reproduced. The tiny dot-matrix print is rather hard to read in spots but the action-filled story will keep those pages turning.

$25.00 us, $27.00 can, $30.00 else to Red Heart Press, c/o Marguerite Hebert, 1712 Milan St., New Orleans LA 70115. Make check/mo payable to Marguerite Hebert.



Forever and Always 1 ed. by Ann Graff, Jessie Gurner. 1990. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 170 p, large print, wide borders. 

“The Awakening” by Ann Graff and “New Beginnings,” a serial by Jessie Gurner are the most effective stories, the latter especially good.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Graffics Press, 8400 Duval, Cordova TN 38018. Send age statement (18) with order. Make check/mo payable to Ann Graff.



Forever and Always 2 ed. by Ann Graff, Jessie Gurner. 1990?. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 202 p, smallish print, medium borders. 

Basically a series of consummation stories. In an SND, “Death Shall Have No Dominion,” by Graff, C awakes from a coma and returns Below. In Graff's “And Baby Makes Three,” Jacob complicates V/C's lovelife. The other stories are timeless Classic. “Happy Endings,” the continuation of “New Beginnings,” is wonderful. There's also the conclusion of “The Awakening.” In “A Weekend with Cupcake” by Gurner, the titular cat, parked with C by Jennie, foils a burglar. The writing is consistent and literate; Sue Krinard's art is outstanding.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Graffics Press, 8400 Duval, Cordova TN 38018. Send age statement (18) with order. Make check/mo payable to Ann Graff.



Forever and Always 3 ed. by Ann Graff, Jessie Gurner. 1990?. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, np, large print, wide borders. 

Stunning color cover by Sue Krinard. Best and cutest story is “Here There Be Dragons” by Gurner.

$24.00 ($22.00 book rate) us, $27.00 else to Graffics Press, 8400 Duval, Cordova TN 38018. Send age statement (18) with order. Make check/mo payable to Ann Graff.



Forever and Always 4 ed. by Ann Graff, Jessie Gurner. 1991. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, np, large print, wide borders. 

Adult, clever stories. Jessie Gurner's continuing saga of Cupcake the cat will delight cat owners.

$24.00 ($22.00 book rate) us, $27.00 else to Graffics Press, 8400 Duval, Cordova TN 38018. Send age statement (18) with order. Make check/mo payable to Ann Graff.



The Forever Night by Linda Mooney. 3/91. V/C, R, digest, 66 p, 2 pieces of art. 

The whole world Above is depopulated, apparently by a neutron bomb (reviewer's surmise), and the tunnel-dwellers try to cope with the aftermath. Good reading if you don't mind a few (and inconspicuous) plot holes. Reviewer considered PG-13 a more appropriate rating, given the mildness of the sex that goes on, but author says otherwise. Sequel is The Dawn Child (which see).

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230. Make check/mo payable to Lucy Green. Send age statement (18) with order.



Frak 14—Tomorrow's Children by Janet Ellicott. nd. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 48 p, small but clear typescript. 

This series of zines, only a couple of issues of which have been received for review, are very well written and enjoyable. This one is based on B&B and a British SF series, "The Tomorrow People," which apparently deals with another secret society, this one of people who have extrasensory powers and who have opened an outpost in the tunnels. A reporter, Donovan, captures both Vincent and one of the Tomorrow People; the rest of the Tomorrow People contrive to rescue both. The reviewer had never seen (or heard of) the series before, but the story makes the basic situation quite plain. The emphasis is on close friendship/love rather than romance/love, but the style is engaging and the characterizations are good. Readers should enjoy this, even though Vincent and Catherine's love is not the main focus.

From us/can, sase for price to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe; from eur, sase Janet Ellicott, 43 Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney, London E9 6RN, England.



Frak 16—Shadows of the Mind by Janet Ellicott. nd. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 25 p, small but clear typescript. 

This issue of the multimedia zine combines B&B with a British series, "Shadowchasers," apparently involving Jonathan Mackenzie and Edgar Benedek (the latter referred to but barely seen), investigators of the paranormalJonathan seems a sort of X-Files anthropologist. He's called in by the US military to help them interrogate their captives, a creature and a boy: Vincent and Kipper. Sympathetic but essentially powerless, Jonathan tries to help the captives, who eventually escape and return to their loved ones.

	As with the other volume reviewed, male bonding seems the order of the day rather than romantic love, though Catherine appears briefly. Readable, interesting, and well written, with particular emphasis on the need to be hugged by those one loves when one has been through a hard time. Father's hugs are a lot more important than Catherine's. It's that sort of zine.

From us/can, sase for price to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe; from eur, sase Janet Ellicott, 43 Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney, London E9 6RN, England.



Frak—The Next Generation 1In That Enormous Silence by Janet Ellicott. nd. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 39 p, small but clear typescript. 

This issue, despite its title, is all B&B. In it a street person, David, has been apparently driven insane by Paracelsus' drug. Now living in the tunnels, he's mute and unresponsive. Then Paracelsus gives him more of the drug and gains a helper who helps him imprison, first Mouse, then Father, in preparation for capturing Vincent and then wreaking his vengence on the whole of the tunnel community.

	During their captivity, Father recites, from memory, to Mouse and David a great number of poems. Between a third and a half of this already short zine consists of poetry thus recited. So how much you enjoy this zine will depend on how much you like dissociated but substantial chunks of poetry. Either hypnotized or (contrarily) roused from his drugged stupor by the poetry and Bible excerpts, David assists in the captives' escape and eventually returns to an awareness of his former self— a priest. Not only Catherine but Vincent is pretty much in the background in this zine; the focus is on Father and Mouse, both well portrayed.

From us/can, sase for price to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe; from eur, sase Janet Ellicott, 43 Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, Morning Lane, Hackney, London E9 6RN, England.



Friends and Lovers by Rhonda Collins. 5/95. V, PG, digest, 64 p, occasional decorative clip art.

This zine gathers together four Classic stories either previously printed elsewhere or excerpted from Collins' earlier novels. In "Dreams of Life" (from Collins' Legend of the Soul), teenager Vincent is uneasy at his waking strength, temper...and awareness of girls, mainly Lisa. His relationship with Devin is also changing as both boys' frustration with their different restrictions become all but unendurable. In the brief "To Be Alone" (from the anthology Flame and Shadow 4), 14-year-old Vincent makes a secret visit to the vast Public Library and finds solace there for his solitude, now that Devin and Lisa are both gone. "Unworthy Knight," from the Great Expectations conzine, recounts Catherine's reactions to Vincent's revelations about Lisa ("These hands are my hands!") and their difficult reconciliation after he visits his "nameless river" to come to better terms with himself...and the Other, setting up the beginning of the episode "When the Bluebird Sings." "Fever Dreams," also from Flame and Shadow 4, tells how first Catherine, then Vincent, come down with a high fever that first puts a damper on, then opens a way to, more uninhibited ardent explorations than they'd ever before allowed themselves. Well written, as one always expects from this author. One of the author's inimitable portraits of Vincent graces the cover.

$8 us $9 can $11 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.



From a Whisper to a Roar by Kim Prosser, Lisa Swope, and anonymous others (they say). 5/95, V/C, (PG-13/mild R), 8½ x 11, 84 p., small typset type in columns, sparse art.

An unusually disconnected collection of stories, even for an anthology zine. In "Here Kitty, Kitty," the zine's only signed story (by Prosser/Swope), we get Vincent's profound dislike of his periodic full-body haircuts, conducted by Father with the aid of Winslow. Then that's dropped to pursue a "first time" sexual encounter between Vincent and virginal Catherine (???!!). Vincent discovers bubble gum, then meets Edie and a very hostile Joe at an engagement costume party at pregnant Catherine's apartment. This, all in one story. The reactions of Joe and Vincent to one another are effectively portrayed, though.

	The brief "Portrait of Beauty" has Vincent commissioning said portrait (of Catherine, naturally) from friend Sam, who's determined to depict Catherine's longing which Vincent has somehow thus far managed not to recognize. Prosser's patented lovelock-making figures in this tale.

	In "Checkmate," Catherine sensually distracts Vincent to tip the balance in a challenge chess match between besotted hubby (who finds pregnant Catherine rivitingly attractive) and determined Samantha.

	"It Must Have Been Love" has Devin mediating between frustrated, despairing Catherine (who's been seeing quite a lot of Elliot Burch) and melancholy, conflicted, jealous Vincent by encouraging Vincent to read books on sensual/sexual assertiveness. When Vincent begins experimenting with the techniques thus learned and listening to his much more assertive Other side, his confident masculinity is a revelation to everyone... particularly Catherine.

	The final story, "On Broken Wings of Song," is either infuriating or reassuring, depending on your viewpoint. In it, returning late from watching The Phantom of the Opera with Vincent, sleepy Catherine makes an unconsidered, frank reply to Vincent's question about whether, if she were Christine, she would have stayed with the Phantom. Too late, she realizes Vincent identifies with the Phantom and has taken her dismissive remark ("Are you kidding? He's ugly, he kills people, and he lives in a sewer. Yuck. Who'd want to stay with that?") as applying to himself. Worse, that one moment of frankness leads Vincent to reevaluate his relationship—or lack of relationship—with Catherine and come to some hard realizations. His reaction takes him through grief, despair, anger, and withdrawal: he bricks up the threshold below Catherine's building and refuses to speak to her. Can she persuade him to change his mind? Can this really be happening to such Classic lovers? Depending on how readers feel about Vincent's realizations and actions, they'll either find this intense, well-written story's surprising resolution satisfying...or a major cop-out. The reviewer happens to be of the latter persuasion.

	Though the zine includes sexual interludes, they're discreetly conducted with no naming or description of the more personal body parts. The cover and few pieces of interior art are by Shirlea Hatcher.

$15.00 us, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine FL 32085-1114.



From Out of Darkness by J. Michelle Kafafi. 12/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, c. 255 p, large double-spaced typing, wide borders, cover art only. 

A very violent novel. Alternate 3rd season zine. C's friends are being raped, tortured, and murdered. Is she next? You bet! For those with a taste for darkside doings.

SASE to Heart of America, 705 10th St., Suite 110, Blue Springs MO 64015. Make check/mo payable to Michelle Kafafi.



A Future Too Late by Michele Hawley. 10/89. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 334 p, no art. 

Star-crossed lovers (V/C) in a convoluted plotline that eventually has C raising V's baby by another woman as all's well that ends Wells. V disguising himself in a false beard to travel, unnoticed (???!!), by boxcar, is really a stitch if you think about it. Not for everyone; but at times it's very entertaining. The story perks right along. Lots of graphic sex by all participants.

$28.00 us, $34.00 can, $37.00 eur to Michele Hawley, 31570 Armada Ridge Road, Richmond MI 48062. Send age statement (21) with order.



Full Circle by Chriss Lucas and Margaret Davis. 6/95. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 100 p, typeset, occasional art.

In this interesting, brisk, matter-of-fact tale, Catherine learns that a new subway system is planned that's certain to expose and destroy the tunnel system. Enlisting Edie's aid in determining how serious the threat really is by examining City computer-drawn blueprints, Catherine finds her worst fears confirmed: evacuation seems the only option. And that means relocating Above, since all have to admit that withdrawing permanently to the depths isn't possible: they're too reliant on the surface and contact with the helpers for that to be a solution. So another plan slowly formulates: buying an abandoned town and a large parcel of surrounding land with money bequeathed the community by Margaret, and relocating the community there. As Catherine researches the prospects, Vincent and Father take on the job of convincing everyone below that such relocation is necessary, then planning out how to accomplish it, then setting the plans in motion. Their decision is influenced by the rapid deterioration of the lower levels of the tunnel system caused by mud slides and uncontrolled flooding. By the end of the story, most (though not all) of the community have taken up residence in Silver Town, a somewhat refurbished mining camp in the Pacific Northwest, among the mountains. The nearest town is three miles off. All throw themselves into making a go of this new life. But Vincent, troubled by a seemingly causeless sense of familiarity and enigmatic dreams, becomes distant and preoccupied; his planned wedding to Catherine seems less urgent to him now. He hears phantom voices and has the sense of continually being watched.... And Catherine has a worrisome recurring dream of Vincent walking away from her and disappearing among tall trees....

	This engaging tale cries out for a sequel. But the present story is complete as far as it goes, and quite enough to keep a reader absorbed with the writers' grasp of realistic, convincing detail, good characterization, and competent writing. The story moves right along, from first to last, the V/C romance more assumed than dwelt upon in any detail. It makes one want to know what happens next—and with any luck at all, we'll find out!

	Cover and interior art by Pam Tuck; graphics by Shirley Leonard.

$16 us , $17 can to Margaret Davis, PO Box 150001, Lakewood CO 80215; sase else to Chriss Lucas, 74 Lynfield Road, North Walsham, Norfolk, NR28 OSW, England.



The Garden ed. by Margo Ann Quigley. 5/92. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 278 p, much art, applied color picture on cover. 

This very large and handsome zine is a mix of pleasant, sentimental stories interspersed with poetry by Quigley (example, from “First Kiss”: In silent song my triumphant heart/sings glorious praises to the unseen benevolent forces/of the universe/that look down upon the union of our souls/as well as our bodies/and smile.) The sentiments are heartfelt, but the verse differs from prose primarily in page layout. Most readers will enjoy the romantic sentiments they express. Some of the fiction, especially Quigley's, tends to the highly decorated style of prose many readers will find romantic. Most of this large zine consists of Quigley's prose and poetry, and well done art by many gifted fan artists. The title derives from Quigley's long poetic fable of an encounter between Beauty and Beast in a magical garden. Less sentimental contributions from Kate Thomas (an essay); Toni Bogolub (“Rediscovered Love,” an Elliot/Emily story also involving V/C); and Linda Mooney (“The Candle or the Mirror,” in which C attempts to come to terms with having killed a child). Other fiction by Anita Hooson, M. Sue Waugh, Laura Davis, Debbie Ristick. Art by Kristy Effinger, Wendy Rae Smith, Rita Terrell, Pam Tuck Martin, Nora Leverson, Gail Striegle, Sue Krinard, Judy Ley Page, Kathy Fidge, and Jackie Kapke. The typesetting and design, by Kristy Effinger, raises this zine a substantial notch above the ordinary. Spinoff products (a t-shirt, et al.) are available based on artwork here: SASE for info.

$23.00 us, $25.00 can, $30.00 eur, $33.00 pac to Margo Ann Quigley, Windhover Press, P O Box 5671, Santa Rosa CA 95402. Make check/mo payable to Margo Ann Quigley.



The Gift by Barbi Chism. 9/90. V/C, PG, digest, 81 p, Gipson art. 

Through magic, Vincent is transformed into a normal looking man for a brief time, allowing him to go to Catherine's place in CT. The story reintroduces Alain Taggert (the arms dealer, and Lisa's “keeper,” from “Arabesque”).

SASE to Forever Publications, 1418 Amanda Rd., Kissimmee FL 34744. . Make check/mo payable to Barbie Chism.



Gatherings See: Flame and Shadow



Gifts of the Gods by Claudia Mullen. 1991?. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 34 p, some art & photos. 

Subsequently published in Follow Your Heart 1, this well-written novelette presents interlocking profiles of Gabriel, Vincent, and Catherine in an interesting SND 3rd season scenario with a surprising revelation at the end. Imaginative and absorbing. As with FYH-1, there are a few photocopied publicity stills from the series.

$6.50 us, sase else to Claudia S. Mullen, 1712 Milan St., New Orleans, LA 70115



Glimpse into the Future

A novella. Not reviewed.

$10.00 us (cash only), £3.50 uk, $12.00 else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England, UK.



Great Expectations—A World of Dancing Lights ed. by Roxanne Koogler. 6/93. 202 p, not counting the photos and ads, small typeset, much art. 

The convention zine. Contributors of fiction/poetry are Pat Leslie, Cheryl Duval, Rebecca Marcus, Marilyn Oakavik, Sandy Shelton, Catherine Edwards, Ann Brown, Peggy Garvin, Lynette Combs, Deborah Martin, Roxanne Koogler, Carol Kyne, Wayne Kelley, Jim Wible/Jana Ondrechen, Margaret Davis, Rhonda Collins, Sandie Dapoz, Melissa Cook, Jackie Kapke, Carla McRorie, Cynthia Hatch, Sandra Burrows, Sue Glasgow, Linda Mooney, Trish Kehoe, Betty Nies�wender, Helen Commodore, Michael Beacom, Becky Bain.

	Notable in this vast catchall of a zine are Rebecca Marcus' thought�ful essay, “Unspoken Guardians,” on the relationship between Vincent and Father as shown throughout the series;mong the fiction, a notable item is Cynthia Hatch's “There is a Season,” in which V is unwilling to debate with Father the mysteries of fate vs. free will...on the night he first finds C. Among the poetry, the work of Sandie Dapoz and Melissa Cook stands out. Art by Barb Gipson, Sandy Chandler Shelton, K. G. Miles, Renate Haller, Bruce Holroyd, Inez Brown, Michele Sayles, Lena Wood, Anna Deavers-Kelley, Rosemarie Hauer, Teri Milliman, Lynette Combs, Jan Durr, M. Young, Dragon, Pam Tuck, Phyllis Berwick, P. S. Nim.

$20.00 US, sase else to Teri Johnson, 8702 Crystal Creek Circle, Austin TX 78746.



The Hat on the Bench in Central Park, produced by Becky Bain and Beth Druhan. 7/97 (PG) V/C, 8 ½ x 11, 97 p, typeset in smallish type, no art, b/w photo cover.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$14 US (book), $16 US/CAN (1st class), $20 ELSE to Becky Bain, 16845 Hightree Drive, Elbert CO 80106.



Healing, Above and Below by Cathleen Miller. 1/93. V/D, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 100 p, cover art only. 

In this pleasant, insightful 4th season zine, V begins to emerge from the fog of grief over C's death, helped by Diana's insistence on helping him think and talk about C-something everyone else Below has strictly avoided. D also delivers to him C's personal possessions the police had held, including C's secret diary, whose contents finally allow V to find peace with himself again. He then notices how very little he knows of D, who proves to have had a nightmare childhood that makes her shy and doubtful of her self-worth. Compassionate V helps her overcome these problems, then is troubled that she has no one to love her. Despite Father's doubts about V's motivations, V sets up, without D's knowledge, what proves an amusingly out-of-sync blind date for her...with Joe Maxwell. Although a first zine, Healing, Above and Below displays confident, well-paced storytelling, good insights into character, and a variety of intriguing incidents effectively presented. Those interested in 4th season speculations and explorations will enjoy it. The handsome cover art (a b/w portrait of Vincent) is by Russell Hicks, senior Art Director at the Walt Disney Company.

$15.00 us, $17.00 else to Chimerical Publications, 18 Fulmar Lane, Aliso Viejo CA 92656. Make check/mo payable to Cathleen Miller.



Heart of the Minstrel 1 ed. by Beth Druhan & Shannon O'Connor. 1990. V/C/D (friend), PG-13, digest, 76 p, much art. 

Short stories, all-season, well written. The standout story is Druhan's “2:38 am” in which Catherine, as Gabriel's prisoner, reflects on what her relationship with Vincent has meant to them both. You want this.

$7.00 us, $10.00 else to Dragonback Publications, 6210 Ridge Ave. #16, Cincinnati OH 54213. Make check/mo payable to Shannon O'Connor.



Heart of the Minstrel 2 ed. by Beth Druhan & Shannon O'Connor. 1991. V/C/D, PG-13, digest, 72 p, much art. 

Anthology of short stories, all-season (Diana is still a friend), and some SND Classic. Standout story here is O'Connor's “High Flight,” in which experienced pilot Diana flies Vincent to the shore to shout out his anguish at the sea. Good writing throughout. You want this one too.

$8.00 us, $11.00 else to Dragonback Publications, 6210 Ridge Ave. #16, Cincinnati OH 54213. Make check/mo payable to Shannon O'Connor.



A Heart to Hold by J. A. Cliffe. 5/93. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 96 p + much unnumbered art, small (but readable) typeset type, single spaced, in columns, color cover. 

An almost eventless Classic zine centering around C's impulse, following a balcony cookout Above for V, to have a winter picnic Below, which escalates into a fullscale project involving the whole community. This premise is a bit slight to support so much wordage. Most of the zine is taken up with intense V/C foreplay, which many readers may find enough by itself to keep them enjoyably reading. The pattern is that things get intense, then V goes into full retreat. C tries hard not to push him, but her emotions become too much for her restraint...and his. Eventually they become lovers in highly graphic lovemaking.

	During a time when C is ill with a virus, there's a strong, vivid, effective portrayal of Mary, who insists on being resident nurse in C's apartment. This element stands out from the more erotic concerns of the rest of the story, which has occasional wording/proofing problems, none severe.

	Includes poems by the author, Pat Leslie, and Margo Quigley. Art (including occasional sidal nudity) by Inez Brown, Kriss Farver, Barbara Gipson, Mary Ellen Nicosia, Sally Perkins, Holly Reidel, Pam Tuck (whose pictures of Vincent with the tunnel children are particularly charming). Though the price is high for a zine under 100 pages, take into account the varied and vivid artwork and the high word�count, due to the columns, which would add greatly (and needlessly) to the zine's length if done in standard type across the full width of the page. You're getting a reasonable amount of zine reading for the money.

$24.00 us, $26.00 can, $35.00 else to J. A. Ratcliff, 615 E. Thompson Rd., Indianapolis IN 46227-1577. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



The “Heart's” Best Treasure by Patricia Kehoe. 6/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 143+ p, much art, color cover (Pam Tuck), typeset, bound with a plastic spine. 

This fifth novel by the author of the Vincent's World series is basically Vincent-as-the-Flying-Dutchman.

In the early 1800's, Vincent Wells, captain of the three-masted schooner The Heart's Rose, falls in love with spinster heiress passenger Catherine...and she, eventually, with him. Turned into our beast by the gods' spite, he and Catherine, forever young, forbidden to set foot on land, spend a century and a half of blissful wandering...and extensive lovemaking...until Vincent wishes her free of his doom and challenges the gods to a race like the one he won and became accursed for-the prize, Catherine's freedom. Through Catherine's steadfast love, defeat in the race is turned into victory and the couple spend about 30 pages in rapturous lovemaking, helpfully illustrated by Teri Milliman and Inez Brown for those wishing to imagine the positions in more detail. Other less graphic artwork by Milliman, Brown, Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, and Pam Tuck is handsomely reproduced, on unnumbered pages. Vincent is convincingly stalwart both as the cursed captain and his more familiar feline self. Readers who enjoy alternate worlds and magical happenings, combined with lots of sex, will find much to enjoy here.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Patricia Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Heartscapes ed. by Gloria Jones. 7/95, V/C/D, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 40 p., typeset, occasional art.

This very slight but pleasant all-season anthology zine is mostly poetry, with a few short stories. Contributors are from places as varied as England and Russia. Jones contributes "When Tomorrow Comes," in which, in the aftermath of an explosion, Vincent finds that his life has changed beyond all recognition...and yet hardly changed at all, since love is still there for him, with Diana. The ending provides a surprising twist. In Classic "Birds and Bees," Jackie Kapke sets Vincent the uncomfortable chore of explaining, to a group of tunnel children, where babies come from. Nan Dibble's fourth-season-based "Everything I Do" has Vincent musing, in his journal, on the distinction between being willing to die to protect one's beloved...and killing for her in the name of love.

	Poems by Russell Jefferis, Jacinth, Rhonda Collins, Jones, Yuri Ivanov, Mike Winchester, Linda Kenyon. Art by Kapke.

$15.00 us, sase else Gloria Jones, 13404 Grover, Omaha NE 68144.



Heartscapes II, ed. by Gloria Jones. 7/97. V/C, V/D,(G), 8 ½ x 11, 50 p of smallish typeset type, occasional art.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$10 US, $15 US CAN/ELSE to Gloria Jones, 13404 Grover Street, Omaha NE 68144.



Heaven Breaking Through, by Rosemarie Hauer. 7/97. V/C, (R), 76 p of long European format paper, + 9 pieces of unnumbered art, dense typeset type.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$17 (book) $20 (air) US funds US/CAN, £10 or $17 US or DM 25.00 or ATS 170.00 EUR, $17 US (book) $24 US (air) AUS. Send either money or add $5 per check to cover bank charges and fees to: Rosemarie Hauer, Muhlgasse 20/5, A-2560 Berndorf, Austria, Europe. Despite the sexual content, no age statement is requested.



Hell Hath No Fury by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 5/93, V/D, PG, 8½ x 11, 80 p, small print/columns, sparse art (Gipson; Dragon). .

A 4th season Vincent/Diana story involving the return of motormouth Brigit O'Donnell, who monopolizes V. D, unable and unwilling to compete, withdraws. Both V and D are too insecure to make the first move, or respond to the other's overtures. It takes deus-ex-machina Devin to deflect Brigit, and both Devin and Father, virtually kidnapping D to C's cabin in CT (where they've seen to it that V is, too), to make these two overwhelmingly shy, insecure people finally start to reconcile and admit they've missed each other immensely. There's a misleading, steamy dream sequence, but the hottest it really gets is a chaste but warm hug. Not wholeheartedly romantic, true, but good characterization and, as always, good writing. Some Gipson line drawings; Dragon cover.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



How Shall I Hold My Soul by Judith Nolan. 1/91. V/C, R, digest, 120 p, no art. 

Well written SND novelette. Catherine returns, lives with Vincent in the tunnels. Poetic quotes are interspersed-a nice bonus. The list of literary references at the back is especially helpful. Originally published in New Zealand. Followed by To Dream a Dream and All Things Are Possible.

sase for price, availability to Unicorn Press, 8 Kawiu Rd., Levin, New Zealand. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



How Shall I Love Thee, Catherine??? by Barbara Hill. 3/92. V/C, R, digest, 70 p, some art, applied photo on cover. 

The title question is answered by a well written erotic progression from mostly-clothed heavy petting to full-contact horizontal aerobics. Hill offers some interesting speculations on Vincent's slightly different psycho-sexual responses and capabilities. A series of erotic encounters; the characterizations are credible and the dialogue...including much moaning, purring, and heavy breathing...is well done. Hill assumes a two-way bond and writes persuasively about some of the effects of that connection in V/C's growing sexual awareness of each other. In Hill's version, V is different-but not too different-from the human male norm; the resulting portrait is quite charming. In this “first time” story, V is relatively confident and never turns back from the progression from petting to sex, once it's begun. The result is a sunny, pleasant, unconflicted, and literate account of two adults' growing closeness and physical happiness together. An X rating might have been more appropriate, given the zine's erotic focus and graphic dramatizations, complete with body parts...but the writer/publisher says otherwise. Tasteful (backal nudity only) drawings by Teri Milliman; poems by Heidelore T. Davidson and Steve Gibb.

$12.00 us, $14.00 can, $16.00 else to Barbara Hill, 7039 Army, Detroit, MI 48209. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



How Sweet the Dream by Lynette Combs. 1990. V/C, (G), digest, 33 p, author's silhouette art. .

Marvelous, well-wrought, thoughtful poetry-romantic and profound rather than sensual or sentimental. Some poems deal with Vincent's loneliness after Catherine's death but the zine as a whole is life- and love-affirming. The poems are metered and rhymed, showing both perception and excellent poetic craft. Some are bound to become your favorites. Example (from “On the Outside, Looking In”): The anguish fades./ Nostalgia reigns, as though/love was a place I meant to see/a long, long time ago. Splendid stuff. Winner, Crystalline Rose Award, 1991.

$7.00 us, $9.50 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518.



Huntress 1-2 ed. by Roxanne Shearer Koogler. 1992, 1993.

Though still in print, these zines devoted to Diana will be sold only at conventions and are no longer available by mail.



I Know You're Out There, Somewhere by Patricia Kehoe. 11/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 133 p + some unnumbered art (Teri Milliman), color cover, bound in a clear plastic jacket with slip-on spine. 

In this third in the series of novel-length zines from Vincent's World Press, after the Trilogy, Catherine is kidnapped, not by Gabriel, but by underworld figures who've mistaken her for a witness in a criminal case. Vincent's search is thus successful, averting the events of 3rd season. There's a great deal of graphic sex, as one has come to expect with this author. Some of Teri Milliman's striking art includes frontal, as well as sidal, nudity of Vincent.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



I Shall But Love Thee Better by Peggy Garvin. 6/95. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 132 p, typeset with double -spaced ¶s, much wonderful art, laminated front and back color covers.

This very unusual zine starts out with Jacob, now graduated as an MD, returning to the tunnels to take on responsibilities of leadership. Now 60, his task done, Vincent is free to die and rejoin Catherine, which he promptly does.

	Yes. There's sex after death.

	He finds himself in a replica of his own chamber, with Catherine, in an afterlife country called Elysion, where lovers separated by the untimely death of one of them are reunited, their youth restored, to dwell there forever in bliss. The small town has all the charm of a restored village; there is no money, but all modern conveniences, including plumbing, are available for bartered services. Vincent and Catherine immediately become lovers in a passage of highly graphic lovemaking; it takes them several pages to get one another undressed. When they're ready to surface socially, they have a visit with Catherine's parents and (a surprise) Vincent's, who reveal in a flashback how he came to be born and then seemingly abandoned. All now are looking forward to the arrival of Father, who is to be reunited with Margaret.

	Fans of uncomplicated, largely untroubled contentment will find this imaginative story quite unique. The really splendid artwork is by Linda Barth (calligraphy), "El, the Unknown Artist," Neal Farris, Renate Haller, and Rosemarie Hauer. One piece shows frontal nudity of Vincent.

$21 us $22can $27 else to Dream Weavers, PO Box 477, Montmorenci, SC 29839-0477. Make check/mo payable to Peggy Garvin.



Idylls of the Beast by Elaine Mills. 1994. V, D, "adult" (mild R), 8 x 12, 93 p, double-spaced typescript, some art. 

This lovingly done mainly fourth-season Australian zine is by a first-time writer naive of craft. Punctuation is iffy, and sometimes other mechanics are, too. Her first story, "In the Beginning," concerns the meeting and love between Vincent's parents, a human girl and a felinoid alien not unlike Myhr in appearance. Diana figures in Mills' second and third stories. In "Children Should be Seen...and Heard," Diana locates the hospitalized father of a little girl Vincent has found in the tunnels. In "Once in a Lifetime," she tells Vincent she must separate herself from the tunnel community because she's fallen in love with an artist and refuses to lie about this great secret. In neither story is she romantically involved with Vincent. In Mills' final story, "My Lover's Eyes," ill Vincent becomes the Beast, who rapes tunnel lady Meaghan, who promptly falls in love with him. She puts up with Vincent, whenever he resurfaces; but it's the Beast she really wants. When Beast and Vincent merge, the three of them find sexual bliss, and presumably love, together. Jacob is delighted at the prospect of having a new mom.

	Also a poem by Melanie Turner. The occasional artwork, by Y. S. Hinz and Cathryn Ticehurst, is very strong and well done.

sase for price to Elaine Mills, 14 Wilga Street, Maddington 6109, Western Australia. Age statement (18) requested when ordering.



Images 1: Pictures in the Dark by Debbie Hicks. 11/90. V/D, R, 8½ x 11, 144 p, no art, large print. 

In this 4th season novel, a tunnel-raised girl, now a photographer, returns when she learns she's going blind. Vincent stops denying his love for Diana. Good psychology, characterization.

SASE to Debbie Hicks, 2052 Exchange, Wichita KS 67213. Send age statement (18) with order.



Images 2: A Whisper of Hope...An Echo of Despair by Debbie Hicks. 4/91. V/D, R, 8½ x 11, 149 p, large print, no art. 

In this first-rate 4th season novel, an unscrupulous re��searcher trying to find the perfect murder weapon secretly experiments on Diana with a despair-inducing drug; Diana blames her state on the bond growing between herself and Vincent. Some sex, not graphically described. Not cheerful, but powerful and insightful; vivid new character Robert Wills, Diana's boss (also in love with her!), is (charmingly; unintentionally) reminiscent of Robert McCall of The Equalizer. Very good reading.

SASE to Debra Hicks, 2052 Exchange, Wichita KS 67213. Send age statement (18) with order.



Imagine and Remember by Kay Brinkley, ed. by Adele Turner. 11/90. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 207 p, much art. 

Classic tales mainly focused on C and her investigations. In the lively “All that Heaven Allows,” Catherine's skiing trip is complicated by an attractive game warden, two greedy poachers, an avalanche, an injured ankle, a black bear... and a romantic (if chilly) sojourn in a cave with V. In “Partisan and Apostate,” a screenplay, C investigates the mysterious death of a onetime friend, Barbara, and learns about the dangerous world of “look-alike” drugs; V gets sick while tending children during an outbreak of flu, Below. “When the Smoke Clears” tells of C working with a crippled, irascible man on an arson case. In the rather diffuse “Chameleon's Dance,” a number of people-C, her father, Jamie, Kipper-contemplate changing their lives, with mixed results. In “Painted Love,” tunnel dweller Hallie secretly displays one of V's paintings Above, and V/C exchange a first kiss. In “The Best Anniversary Ever,” V/C begin a sensual discovery of one another. In “What the Heart Seeks,” we get a recollection, from the far future, of “Vincent and Grandmother Catherine,” in a SND narrative reuniting C, V, and Jacob. Also art and some poetry by Brinkley and one portrait of Jamie by Lynette Combs.

SASE to Penstroke Productions, 2433 Arkansas Ave., Box A, Norfolk VA 23513. Make check /mo payable to Kay Brinkley.



In Another Life 1 by Deborah A. Martin. 1991. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 143 p, no art, perfect bound (like a paperback). 

Four interwoven stories create an entertaining, well-written SND, alternate 3rd season storyline. Dr. Sam Beckett of Quantum Leap borrows Joe Maxwell's persona to help Diana save Catherine's life, then “leaps out.” One broad stretch of the reader's imagination occurs when Catherine, unable to find a way to tell Vincent of her pregnancy, at first allows him to think it's the result of rape by Gabriel (?!?). As their relationship strengthens, she shares the truth. They marry, and the zine culminates with Jacob's birth. Interestingly, almost all the events of the televised 3rd season seem to come to pass- Moreno's death, Diana's involvement with the case-but for different reasons. Now has an attractive cover by Su Abbott.

$19.95 us, $21.00 can, $22.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



In Another Life 2 by Deborah A. Martin. 11/91. V/C/D, PG-17, (R), 8½ x 11, 240+ p, sparse art, perfect bound, nice cover. 

In further alternate 3rd season developments, Catherine (rescued in IAL-1) now lives in the tunnels with Vincent and Jacob. Diana and Elliot help thwart the surviving Gabriel, who's determined to find Jacob....or kill him. There are interesting discussions of the dark side of Vincent's nature, though he's generally portrayed here as shy, hesitant, unsure of himself, and often hurt and in need of rescue and comforting. Catherine and Diana take the initiative in making things happen. Besides the central plot, incidents with Jenny and Joe provide variety; V/C cherish Jacob and consider having another child, and have a happy Halloween excursion. Some V/C sex, one instance revealing that Vincent really likes fuzzy nightwear...for Catherine. Another demonstrates the drawbacks of condoms for someone with claws on his thumbs. This is married sex-humorous, comfortable, and accustomed, not dramatically romantic. Though a lot is lifted directly from 3rd season episodes, there's enough new material, and the series' events are altered or rearranged enough, that even those familiar with 3rd season should find this pleasant reading. The attractive cover is by Su Abbott.

$19.95 us, $21.00 can, $22.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



In the Beginning...Beyond...and Forward by Cheryl Gray. 5/90. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 138 p, cover art only. 

This rambling Classic novel by a very beginning writer wanders between past and present tense (and we don't mean flashbacks) and the prose style is very halting and uncertain. In it, Vincent becomes ill and is tended by Catherine, then Catherine moves Below after introducing Joe to Vincent. V/C are married; then Catherine becomes ill. After that, she's pregnant, and goes to Connecticut..alone (except for Mary and various friends)...to rest. Vincent finally arrives anyhow, due to a prescient vision, as she goes into labor. Everything turns out all right in the end. In a subplot, there's romance for Jamie and Joe. There are a couple of V/C sexual interludes-one, quite graphic. But they aren't dwelt on. The cover art portraits of Vincent and Catherine by W. P. Arteno, a pro artist, are extremely handsome.

SASE to Cheryl Gray, 10689 Old Frontier Rd., Silverdale WA 98383.



In Your Dreams ed. by Guinn Berger. 5/92. V/C, (PG-X), 8½ x 11, 197 p, much art, typeset, borders. 

Few of these stories have a solely sexual focus. Best stories are “Confined” by D.V.S, in which, with good characterization and surprisingly strong credibility, V is captured and sequestered by Alyce, a young woman who's decided C is unworthy of his love, and who is serenely confident that if she holds him captive long enough, he'll come to agree with her, and love her. Also good is Sarah Connor's “Before the Dawn,” in which new lovers V & C find the bond won't let them escape a lust-driven mutual haze in which they can't sleep or take any interest in the rest of their lives...not, in this story, a delightful prospect, as some zine writers seem to find it. Arwin Bauer's “Sents-ually Yours” is a first-time story set off by C's purchase of a new perfume which instantly strips [pun intended] V of all his inhibitions. There's a recovery-of-C-by-magic story (Arwen Bauer & Guinn Berger's “Love's Price”), and a 3rd-season-was-all-a-dream story (Guinn Berger's “A Nightmare's Just a Dream with an Attitude”), as well as all-purpose Classic. Karen Morgia contributes “A Time of Decision,” a fantasy story in which V is drawn into another world, where magic rules and he's a king's heir. Also fiction by Andrea Dumasius, Jackie Kapke, Judy Keller. Good poetry by Gloria DeLeon, Arwen, Pat Leslie, Arwen Bauer. Excellent art by Sandy Chandler Shelton; also art by Dumasius, Kapke, Leslie, Teri Milliman. Quite a lot of clip art, borders, but the wordage remains substantial.

$26.00 (first class) us, $28.00 else to Guinn Berger, 16271 Brant, Romulus MI 48174-3212. Include age statement (publisher requests age 18) when ordering.



In Search of Angels by Trisha Kehoe. 7/95. V/C, (R),  8½ x 11, 99 p, clear typescript, some art.

Four empty years after Catherine's death, Vincent feels he has nothing to live for and cannot endure being without her. Adding to his distress is that Jacob seems unlikely to survive a seemingly unending series of illnesses. Grieving in the park on the anniversary of Catherine's death, Vincent fervently prays to be reunited with her, and the prayer is granted by the Spirit who appeared to him in Catherine's guise in "Remember Love." With her, he makes a pact to return to some moment in the past. He will then be granted seven days with Catherine. Then Catherine will again be gone.

	He chooses the moment he came to drowsy consciousness in her bed in "The Rest Is Silence." Waking, he doesn't go Below after all but instead stays with Catherine and they become lovers. For awhile, lost in sensual raptures, he doesn't notice the clock ticking away the allotted time. But as the days pass, that consciousness returns, making each moment more precious and the realization that the end is approaching less endurable.

	The conclusion is not what Vincent, Catherine, or (surprisingly) the Spirit had expected.

	The passages of explicit sex are a strong element of this zine, but are kept subordinated to the storyline.

	Art by Patricia Davoe, Inez Brown, Neal Farris (very good), Shirley Leonard, Pam Tuck. Occasional graphics provided by Leonard and Unicorn Images.

$15 us $17 can $20 else to Trisha Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave. #2, Waltham MA 02154. An age statement (21) would be a good idea when ordering, though none is requested.



Innocence Abroad by Lisa Swope and K. Kimberly Prosser. 6/94. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 75 p, typeset, sparse art. 

This Continued Classic zine follows the team's A Tale of Two Kitties (which see). Terrible tot Nathan (who resembles Vincent) of the earlier story is now eleven and has a loathed toddler sister, Mariah, a terror in her own right. Unhappy and restless, Nathan decides to follow Uncle Devin to Washington D.C.Þon his own, and without telling anyone except tattling baby sister. Vincent, in a fine high temper, sets out to retrieve his wandering son, leading to adventures for Nathan, Vincent, and Devin. A night spent hiding in a cemetery is particularly eventful: Nathan discovers ghosts are talking to him!

	As always, this team's observations of children's attitudes is dead-on, perceptive, unsentimental, and highly entertaining. And Vincent's problem of teaching Nathan the caution he'll need to survive, without scaring the wits out of him, is excellently handled. Altogether up to this team's very high standard.

	Cover and one piece of interior art by Barb Gipson.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Intertwined 1 by Nanci Folsom Casad. 6/89. V/C, G, size unknown, 74 p, big print, wide spacing. 

Rather sweet should-they-kiss-or-not stories. The series as a whole hypothesizes Vincent has a tail (where does he keep it, in those tight pants?).

SASE for availability, price to Nanci Casad, P O Box 49, Savoy IL 61874



Intertwined 2: After the Silence by Nanci Folsom Casad. 8/89. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 146 p, big print, wide spacing. 

This novel is another sequel to the Trilogy and actually has a plot. Nicely written and quite romantic. No artwork worth mentioning.

SASE for availability, price to Nanci Casad, P O Box 49, Savoy IL 61874



Intertwined 3: Love Shall Find a Way by Nanci Folsom Casad. 3/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 100 p, much art. 

This volume involves Vincent and Catherine's accidental trip Above and their stay at a motel. It also contains one of the cleverest bits of dialogue in zine-dom: Catherine: “Then please ... make love to me.” Vincent: “Catherine, I know I am inexperienced in these matters...but I thought that was what I was doing.”

SASE for availability, price to Nanci Casad, P O Box 49, Savoy IL 61874



Intertwined 4: Internationally Intertwined by Nanci Folsom Casad. 7/90 V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 133 p, much art. 

Initially intended to be the final volume, says the reviewer. In this Continued Classic zine, Vincent and Catherine find their happy life Below, not without a few trials, and Catherine gives birth to twins (1 boy, 1 girl) both of whom resemble Vincent.

SASE for availability, price to Nanci Casad, P O Box 49, Savoy IL 61874



Intertwined 5: From Endings Come New Beginnings by Nanci Folsom Casad. 5/91. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 157 p, much art. 

A Vincent's origin story that takes place five years after his marriage to Catherine. Through Devin, Vincent finds not only his sister, but a diary left by his mother describing the great love between his parents.

SASE for availability, price to Nanci Casad, P O Box 49, Savoy IL 61874



It's Still a Fairytale ed. by Fern Smith-Brown. 1990. G, V/C, digest, 160 p, "perfect"-bound (like a paperback), some art, hand-tinted. 

Characterizations and writing style a little uncertain. Seven Classic stories ranging from "C going into the cave after V" to "the long-awaited trip to Connecticut" and a 3rd season resolution. The trip to CT, a novella, is entertaining. Also has some poetry.

SASE to Limited Edition Press, 4725 Conowingo Rd., Darlington MD 21034. . Make check/mo payable to Fern Smith-Brown.



Jacob's Dream by Pat Farrar. 3/95. V/C/D (glimpsed), (G), digest, 82 p, typeset with double-spaced ¶s, much art. 

Catherine/Kate, in the custody of the well-known Witness Protection Program, sees Vincent, toddler Jacob, and Diana in the park. Partially crippled by a stroke and the aftereffects of the drug Gabriel's doctor gave her, she decides not to reveal herself and continues to a new life under a new name.

	Four years later, Diana is gone (married, in Rochester) and both Vincent and Jacob are deteriorating. Their nightmares infect one another's sleep; they are consciously keeping apart to spare one another, but the separation only makes the situation worse. By the time Devin arrives, summoned by Father, Jacob and surrogate parent Mouse have disappeared, and Vincent is slipping in and out of delirium. The chains in his chamber are ready for the worst.

	Aided by Mouse, resourceful, determined Jacob has set out in search of "His Lady," whom he has heard calling to him in dreams. Devin, Jamie, and other members of the tunnel community try to locate the wandering pair. Does Jacob find "His Lady?" What do you think?

	This pleasant, competently written and edited first zine is studded with very nice illustrations by the author. A pair of the author's narrative poems bracket the story. Several of the author's dogs figure in the action at least in passing and are lovingly characterized. An engaging first effort, all around.

$7.00 us, sase else to Pat Farrar, 6573 Dodgen Road, Mableton GA 30059.



Kaleidoscope 1 by Cynthia Hatch. 1/89. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 202 p, some art. 

Classic stories, including “The Bridge” which has itself become a classic. A must read.

$18.00 ($16.00 book rate) us, $20.00 can, $23.00 eur, $25.00 pac to Kaleidoscope, 112 Scarboro Place, San Ramon CA 94583. Make check/money order payable to Richard Davis.



Kaleidoscope 2 by Cynthia Hatch. 7/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 256 p, Sue Krinard art, large print. 

This novel continues the story of Vincent & Catherine failing to get together, although the impediment is a little hard to discern. Nevertheless, excellent characterizations and good reading throughout. A subplot deals with an art theft that turns into a hostage situation.

$22.00 us, $24.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Kaleidoscope, 112 Scarboro Place, San Ramon CA 94583. Make check/ money order payable to Richard Davis.



Kaleidoscope 3 by Cynthia Hatch. 1991. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 294 p, some art (Sue Krinard), large print. 

Hatch premises this novel on the assumption that K-2 was all a dream! Grittier account than K-2, with more recognition of Vincent's “Dark Side” and Catherine's complicity in evoking it by her dangerous lifestyle. Long, long, gorgeous “first-time” middle section. There's an attempt to generate suspense through a small subplot about a possibly deranged friend of Steven Bass following Catherine around, hoping to spot the “monster” Steven told him about; but that pretty much comes to nothing when the threat is fortuitously removed. Vincent and Catherine waltzing outside a Halloween party, then wandering the streets, is quite charm�ing. There's a lot more philosophizing by all participants than there is action but the process of Vincent's finally coming to accept Catherine's decision to move Below is well handled. Would have benefited by tightening/trimming some of the long, long conversations but definitely good reading. A lot of zine for the money.

$22.00 us, $24.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Kaleidoscope, 112 Scarboro Place, San Ramon CA 94583. Make check/ money order payable to Richard Davis.



Know Not the Heart ed. by Linda Mooney and Lucy Green. V/D, (PG), digest, 74 p, occasional art, applied color photo on cover. 

A sequel toCircle of Light, this pleasant souffle of a zine is set in fourth season. Most of the fiction is by Lucy Green; two stories are by Linda Mooney; Roxanne Shearer Koogler leads off with "Vows and Promises," recounting Joe's determination to find out what happened to C's child, obstructed by Diana. Mooney's "Uh-Oh" is a two-part vignette about the troubles set off by Jacob's teething. Green's brief "Ring in the New" tells of quietly bedded lovers V/D's reflections on her first New Year Below. Mooney's vignette "Petals" shows that colors have a special meaning to Jacob...and to D/V. Green's "Compromising Positions" reintroduces tunnel librarian Lizzie Borden, the custodian of (among other things) books on eroticaÞspecifically, the graphically illustrated Kama Sutra, which D/V find fascinating and Father is reluctant to acknowledge. Lizzie is also instrumental, in Green's "Certainty Enough," in empath/telepath D deals with the decidedly mixed emotions with which some other tunnel residents regard her.

	Green's "All Hallow's Eve" recounts that memorable holiday as celebrated Below, complete with messy pumpkin cutting as performed by D, with an amused V looking on, and a surprise birthday party that has an even more surprising conclusion. Green's "Blessed Among Women" concludes the zine with D/V becoming parents. 

	Overall, insightful and quite a lot of fun, carried off with a light hand and a deft touch. Art by Barbara Gipson, Phyllis Berwick, Sandy Chandler Shelton and Pam Tuck. 

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230.



The Lady of Lionmeade by Linda Mooney. 7/95. V/C, (PG), digest, 76 p, typeset smallish print, no art, applied color photo of castle on cover.

In another rendition of the familiar storyline of Vincent and Catherine in fancifully rendered medieval times, Mooney has Lady Catherine attacked and raped as she returns alone to the manor after good-deeding among the peasantry. She's taken in by a community of apparent outlaws, including the secretive and shadowed "Adam." Returned to the manor after healing from her ordeal, she finds that her suitors, particularly Sir Elliot, astonishingly still want to marry her despite her deflowering. Then, abruptly, her father dies, leaving her the ward of King Jacob whose deformed son is the subject of horrified legend, and to whom he arbitrarily betroths the orphaned and unwilling Lady Catherine. Then, guess what! Oh—you already know.

	Though largely predictable, this tale is well written and carried off with an air.

$21 us $23 can $26 else to to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230.



Land of My Dreams by Janet Kilbourne. 1993. V/C, PG-13, 8¼ x 12, 168 p, clear typescript, cover art only (Rosemarie Hauer). 

This superb, wholly original Classic story is set following "Nor Iron Bars a Cage" and in the aftermath of "No Way Down." In it, a seldom-seen gangland boss wants to find out who singlehandedly wiped out the Silks. Through Cal, a brutal expatriate Irish terrorist, this gangster starts putting pressure on Lucy (of "No Way Down") to reveal the identity of the man she helped. Meanwhile C gropes toward forming a conscious full commitment to her relationship with V the conflicts of the ethical issue of prosecuting a man who avenged his wife's brutal rape...with murder, as V has so often defended her. V is trying to come to terms with his traumatic experiences above in those two named episodes: with having been regarded as an animal, chained and caged, and with the promptings of a resurgent Other (dark Vincent) roused by these experiences. The connection between C, V, and Lucy develops into an exciting tale with thoughtful consideration of moral issues. Fine storytelling throughout, with excellent imagination and characterization. You won't find better anywhere.

$20.00 us ,$22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148; or £10 uk, £12 eur, sase else to Janet Kilbourne, 33 St. Mawes Ave., Wilford, Nottingham NF11, 7BX, England. UK orders, cash only, please.



The Legacy by Sandy P. Shelton, ed. by Vicki Thomas and Joann Grant. 9/93. V/C/D (friend). R, 8½ x 11, 194 p, clear typescript, double spaced between ¶s, much art. 

In this sequel to and continuation of SND Love Has Not Forgotten You (which see), C, living Below, is pregnant with her second child. She finds she needs to go back to Seattle (where she awoke from her coma and slowly began to recover from her amnesia) to settle her affairs there, taking Jacob with her...a parting that's difficult for both her and V. Meanwhile Justin Cochran, a former associate of Gabriel/Gideon, under death sentence by the ruling council of that secret criminal order, plans to escape the city with money extorted from C in exchange for the videotapes Gabriel took of V. Diana, now developing a rather tentative romance with Joe Maxwell, is C's trusted ally in trying to resolve this situation without Vincent's becoming aware of it. C continues to exorcise the painful memories of her ordeal of captivity, continuing that theme from the previous novel. The circumstances of Cs delivery of her and V's second child are suspenseful and dramatic. Considerable graphic V/C sex.

$23.00 us, $26.00 else to Jo Ann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. Make check/mo payable to Jo Ann Grant. Send age statement (18) with order.



Legacy of Love by Rhonda Collins. 10/92, 7/95. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 98+ p, small typeset type in columns, much art, color cover (Kevin Barnes). 

	The review of this zine has been redesignated as "new" because, edited, revised, and approved by Republic, this was to have been the fourth of "the first four novels" from Cinemaker Press. This new edition has a gorgeous color cover by Kevin Barnes, cover artist for the Cinemaker series, with additional artwork by Jan Durr, Barnes, and Rosemarie Hauer, as well as two additional poems and artwork by Collins.

	The novelization weaves in and out of the B&B series' final episodes, “The Reckoning” and “Legacies,” with occasional transcripts of dialogue but also new material and interpretations of what those events meant...primarily from Diana's viewpoint. The story as a whole offers context and background to these episodes and then extends their movement to explore and dramatize the growing closeness between Vincent and Diana. The story recounts Vincent's difficulties in going back to “normal” once Jacob has been recovered. Diana attempts to aid Vincent's healing by offering him a sympathetic ear and a refuge away from the tunnels...but she discovers she's much more aware of him than is comfortable, having formed a one-way bond with him, of which Vincent is unaware. Crucial to Vincent's coming to terms with himself is his inability to remember what happened between himself and Catherine in the Trilogy cave or precisely how/why his bond to Catherine was broken...which, in part, is due to his rejection of the Other, who does remember. Vincent eventually commits himself to a painful frankness with Diana which nearly wrecks their friendship but at last leads him to face the truth of his loss and its source in his relationship with Catherine. Though Vincent and Diana are close, caring friends here, that's as far as it goes in this present story, which ends on a positive note.

	Don't be misled by the small page count: this is a substantial novel. Before the zine was formatted in columns and small print, the page count was considerably greater. And the color cover is reproduced (also in color) inside: frameable. Many scenes were added, and others extensively revised. For a number of reasons, even if you have a copy of the original printing, this may be a keepsake you'll want.

	Sequels are The Mirror of Our Dreams and Shadow Dancers (which see).

$20.00 us, $21.00 can, $25.00 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229



Legend by Kathy Cox. 5/91. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 120 p, excellent art (Blighton, Nim, et al.) 

Stories giving psychological background on 3rd season, 4th season events. Novelette, “Navahopi,” in which Diana meets a very attractive and troubled Amerindian trying to cope with his brother's death (Vincent is jealous), is particularly fine. All but the severely 3rd/4th season allergic will want this one. Final printing.

sase for availability to Kathy Cox, 2904 Princeton Dr., Roswell NM 88201.



LifeSongs by Lydia Bower. 9/95. V/D, PG-13/R, 8½ x 11, 127 p., typeset, much art.

This fourth-season novel is comprised of four connected short stories and novelettes. Bower's writing is crisp and full of vividness, energy, and wit, with a nice sardonic edge. Incidents in the fiction range from scary to tender to amusing, and certain sections have quite graphically described sex though the orientation of the zine as a whole is adult only in the broader sense: for grownups, whose take on love may tend to be wry and realistic rather than dripping with hearts and flowers.

	In the first story, "Come and Go," Vincent is bewildering Diana by sending mixed signals—seeking greater closeness and depth to their relationship, then figuratively shoving her away when she responds to these overtures. The story then reveals what's behind Vincent's ambivalence toward the prospect of new love. In novelette "Coming Alive," Vincent and Diana cope with his having messily slaughtered a punk who raped someone who merely looked like Diana, again arousing Joe's accusing suspicions that Diana knows more than she's admitted about the mysterious Vincent. Both Vincent and Diana are appalled at his reflexive protectiveness resurfacing, and what this may come to mean to their relationship. As Diana tries to solve the case in a way that won't implicate Vincent, her solution to the personal problem—impromptu wrestling matches to let them both (but particularly Vincent) get used to close male/female physical contact short of all-out sexual engagement—is really funny in places...and really heated in others. This novelette is well worked out and develops both convincingly and effectively in its evolution of character and of their relationship.

	Novelette "In the Shadow of Another," Father has suffered a stroke. As he slowly begins recovering, he insists he wants nothing further to do with the responsibility of running the community. Beside his concern for Father, Vincent finds the mountains of detail and duty descending on him eating up his life...with very little left for Diana, whom some Below would prefer he not visit anymore in any case. And the idea of really taking Father's place, while Father's still alive, seems to Vincent both frightening and impertinent. But unless he claims the authority that goes with the responsibility, he'll have no life of his own. Ever. When Diana suggests a way for him to work, not harder, but smarter, he knows that it will arouse serious and outspoken opposition, building to a climactic council session and its surprising aftermath.

	Final story "Blue" has Diana realizing she's pregnant and trying to come to terms with all that will involve and decide how to break the news to Vincent...who may be less than delighted. The moment when Vincent ignores her to snatch up and read the pregnancy test kit, word by word, is pricelessly funny and credible.

	Fans of fourth-season fiction will find Bower's fresh contribution a delight.

	Interspersed are contemporary song lyrics by Melissa Etheridge. Art by Rosemarie Hauer (six splendid pieces, including cover!), Rhonda Collins, Jan Durr (some of her finest work to date), and Marsha Young.

$18 us $20 can $23 else to Rainbow Bridge Productions, 1228 Fairlawn Dr., Rantoul IL 61866.



A Life without Limits 1 ed. by Margaret Davis. 7/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 214 p, much art, large print. 

Stories centered on the premise that, after the Trilogy, V/C fall asleep in his chamber and have a series of dreams. Lions figure prominently in two; one is a Regency romance with manor houses; one is Egyptian, with C presented to the new pharaoh, lion-headed V. You get the idea. Stories are all competently done and quite uniform in quality. Art by Phyllis Berwick (very nice, here), Dragon, Barb Gipson, Judy Ley, Rita Terrell, many others.

Out of print and unavailable



A Life without Limits 2 ed. by Margaret Davis. 6/91. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 184 p, much art. 

This time, the entertaining “ifs” of dreams take V/C to Regency England, the Arabian desert, Tolkien's Middle Earth, and a bowling alley Below, among other varied locales. Some stories follow up others in the first volume-notably, a return to “Tunnelwood,” Hooson's Regency romance, and a sequel to Kay Simon's fine “Ladyfaire,” “Heirs to the Keep.” Generally good editing, sensitive poetry, and fine artwork demonstrate that Mountain Rose Press is continuing its tradition of craftsmanship. Rita Terrell's cover is a knockout. Contributors include Phyliss Amason, Eleanor Clark, Laura Davis, Pat Dunn, Lucy Green, Anita Hooson, Kerin Houseburg, Caitlyn Jay, Linda Jordan, Roxanne Koogler, MariLynn, Linda Mooney, Katrina Relf, Kay Simon, Diana Smith, Lisa Wildman, and Karen Witkowski. Art by Amy Bechtel, Phyllis Berwick, Cheryl Duval, Barbara Gudlauski, Barbara Gipson, Kathy Jacobson, Jacquelyn Kapke, Shirley Leonard, Judy Ley, Lyndsay, Leanne McClure, Paula Ollie, Holly Reidel, Chris Schachter, Rita Terrell, Karyl Weldon, and Kathy Wooding.

$ Out of print and unavailable



A Life Without Limits 3 ed. by Margaret Davis. 7/93. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 149 p typeset, much art. 

Announced conclusion of this series. Among this issue's offerings:

Father and Mary, suffering identical amnesias, become bikers of the Black Dragon motorcycle gang (Roxanne Shearer Koogler's “Born to be Wild”); cowpoke V escorts tourists (including C) on a cattle drive (“Tunnel on the Range” by Margaret Davis and Susan Regan); Gandalf's apprentice V and his betrothed, Lady C, have adventures after leaving the safety of Rivendell, from Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings (“Beyond the Gardens of Rivendell” by Margaret Davis); V/C visit Disneyland (“Fantasyland” by Linda Mooney). An anecdote by Randie Pressman recounts V/C's attendance at a grandchild's Naming Ceremony.

	There are also more substantial stories and it's these that raise the zine above the average. “Legacy of the Lion” by Kay Simon is a new installment of the Ladyfaire stories of Norman England-non-fantasy, even starkly realistic at times, with excellent situations and background material and interesting characters, beautifully written and paced. Here, Lady C tries to enlist the help of V's estranged father to secure troops to help V overcome a castle's defenses. In Lucy Green's “House of Lions,” C, virgin princess of ancient Greece, isn't offered up after all to make the gods yield rain: instead, a gods' messenger, winged V, arrives to prevent the sacrifice...and fall in love with her and found a dynasty. And in E. Wyllis' fine “A Walking Shadow,” C tries to continue after V dies, troubled by terrible dreams that make her feel he isn't at rest at all....

	Finally, all the dreams end and V/C look forward to a life together...always, in Margaret Davis' final wrap-up segment by that name. Poetry by Lisa Wildman, Jeanne Peters, and Margaret Davis. Art (unlisted, so identifications are only tentative) by Chris Schacter, Sandy Tew, Kerin Houseberg, Dragon, Barbara G., S. Leonard, Lindsay, Jackie Kapke, Holly Reidel, Pam Tuck, Phyllis Berwick, Michele Sayles, Star, Rita Terrell, and a few unsigned drawings.

Out of print and unavailable



Light & Cloudshadows 1 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 88?, PG, V/C 

Early Prosser/Swope. Once reviewed, but the review was discarded when this zine first went out of print. Still, it's worth having to complete your collection of these fine authors' work.

$10.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Light & Cloudshadows 2 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 88?, PG, V/C 

Early Prosser/Swope. Once reviewed, but the review was discarded when this zine first went out of print. Still, it's worth having to complete your collection of these fine authors' work.

$10.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Light & Cloudshadows 3 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 5/89. V/C, PG. 8½ x 11, 189 p, much art, smallish print. 

They really hit their stride with this one. “Up Above the World So High” by Swope is the best “Vincent sees the moon” story yet written. Prosser's very moving (no pun intended) “Dancing on a Grave” recounts V's patient rehabilitation of a Lisa-like danger who retreats to the tunnels in a physical collapse brought on by her father's regimen of domination and drugs. In Prosser/Swope's “Love and Marriage,” (a sequel appears in L&C-5), C nearly destroys her relationship with V by trying, at Peter's prompting, to make fewer demands on V's time and energies. When the resulting painful misunderstanding (he thinks she doesn't love him anymore) has been sorted out, the balance of the story recounts V/C's reconciliation, marriage, and difficult decision to become parents...and what comes of that. Other fiction by Swope, Carolyn Lynn; poetry by Lisa Wildman, Michael Beacom; art by Gipson, Dragon, Vicki Kime-Macky, Rose Marie Badgett.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Light & Cloudshadows 4 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 9/89. V/C, PG. 8½ x 11, 184 p, much art, smallish print. 

So much wonderful fiction here it's hard to know where to begin. Especially notable are Prosser's “Do Not a Prison Make,” taking off from the final minutes of “Nor Iron Bars a Cage”: Gould, surviving, transports C and caged, chained V to Gould's prospective buyer for “the creature,” a research facility in Maine. Even after V/C escape, all is not well. A most suspenseful, powerful story. Prosser's “Treasures,” quiet and moving, shows how V/C agree to create privacy from the continual interruptions from the tunnel community by constructing and furnishing their own “clubhouse.” Several reviewers named Swope's novelette, “Brothers, Now & Then” as of particular and unique excellence: a marvelous frame story, the present dealing with an escalating series of practical jokes that get serious, between V and Devin; the past story deals with the aftermath of Devin's disappearance, when V was a child. One of the finest stories in this fandom. Other fiction by Michael Beacom, Carolyn Lynn; art by Dragon, Gipson, Rose Marie Badgett; poetry by Barbara Corrigan. Also correspondence between V/C done by Prosser and Ursula Boyle.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Light & Cloudshadows 5 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 12/90. V/C, PG. 8½ x 11, 124 p, much art, smallish print. 

Standout story here is Prosser/Swope's “The Thorn of the Rose.” A novelette taking off from the Trilogy, it describes V's nervous breakdown brought on by the unrelenting demands and expectations of the tunnel community, and C's rescuing him away to the healing solitudes of CT. Certainly among the best V/C go to CT stories there are. “Child of Light” (Prosser), a sequel to L&C-3's “Love and Marriage,” is a Continued Classic account of V/C's reaction to the birth of their son, Nathan (who looks like Vincent). Anita Hooson's “The Final Threshold...and Beyond” is a non-graphic, highly romantic “first time” story. Other fiction by Prosser, Lisa Wildman, and brief pieces by Dianne Smith, Carolyn Lynn, and Barb Gipson. Occasional poetry, too. Art by Gipson, Dragon, Judy Ley, and Rose Marie Badgett.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Light & Cloudshadows 6 by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 1992. V/D, PG. 8½ x 11, 131 p, much art, smallish print. 

Continues to be an impressive, must-have series of zines. This one is definitely 4th season, with some young Vincent material, as well. The standout story here is Swope's “Homecoming,” showing the aftermath of V's return to the tunnels with his son, whom he frustratingly can't hold-because his hands were so badly burned, wrenching the door off Gabriel's cage. Devin and Diana to the rescue! Well researched, well dramatized, and entirely convincing. And, for fans of industrial-strength cute, there's Jacob's antics in “F is for Fhwy!” by Prosser. Jacob here, incidentally, is identical to Nathan in P/S Continued Classic stories (including A Tale of Two Kitties--which see); even his battered toy rabbit is identical.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Limelight by Mary Moulden. 10/90. V/C, PG, digest, 100 p, no art, very small type. 

In this Continued Classic novel, a response to a magazine article about people with facial abnormalities leads to Vincent “going public,” including a magazine article and an appearance on a tv talk show with Catherine. An interesting premise, well executed.

$9.00 us (cash only) to Mary Moulden, 88 Cricket Rd., Oxford OX4 3DH UK



Limelight 2: Bloodline by Mary Moulden. 11/91. V/C, PG, digest, 84 p, no art, small type. 

In this sequel to the Continued Classic Limelight, V/C, having settled down to a fairly public life Above (Vincent is a writer and TV personality), decide to have a child who won't risk carrying Vincent's genetic inheritance. Their choice of the donor, the surrogate father, is at once reasonable and surprising. Catherine, pregnant with the resultant child, then accidentally conceives a child by Vincent. Some events of the Trilogy are replayed and Paracelsus poses a threat, but everything comes out happily-ever-after in the end. The writing is competent and the characterizations good. Enjoyable reading.

£3 UK, £4.50 or $9 (cash only) else to Mary Moulden, 88 Cricket Rd., Oxford OX4 3DH UK



Lionheart by Roxanne Shearer Koogler. 1991. V/C, (PG), digest, 19 p, decorative art only (borders, dingbats), 

This fine poetryzine is no longer available by mail, though still in print. It will be sold only at conventions.
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Love & Light, The Fable by Kathy Cox. 5/90. V (sort of)/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 119 p, splendid art, small print. 

An alternative, fairy-tale version of how Vincent (sort of: he's been changed, by magic, to look like a certain actor with curly hair and blue eyes...) and Catherine met: under a spell, in an enchanted cavern neither can leave until “Captor” (Vincent) wins Catherine's love. Charming, romantic, absorbing.

sase for availability to Kathy Cox, 2904 Princeton Dr., Roswell NM 88201.



Love Bade Me Welcome by P. S. Nim. 6/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 242 p, no art. 

There's a reason why this novel wins a lot of awards: it's a great novel with outstanding characterizations and the most memorable and humorous speech V has ever been given. V's a lot less human, physiologically, than we thought, and it takes a feisty vet-Dr. Elizabeth Sprague (also a love interest for Father)-to recognize and deal with the fact. Story spins off from “Nor Iron Bars a Cage,” continues through a most memorable V/C trip to CT. Afflicted with many highly embarrassing ailments (Dr. Ruth-oops, Dr. Sprague-to the rescue), V likes to lay his head in Liz' lap a lot and is very biddable; C is bouncy, amused, loving...and uninhibited compared to you-know-who. They're like a couple of teenagers.

$16.25 us (nj residents add 7% tax), $17.50 can $22.00 else to P. S. Nim, P O Box 3999, Trenton NJ 08629. Send age statement (18) with order.



A Love for All Seasons ed. by Lorraine Cirelli and Roseann Buonadies. 2/91. 

Out of print.



To Love Forever by Patricia Anne Kehoe. 3/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 152 p, much art, color cover, bound in a clear plastic jacket with slip-on spine. 

This fourth in the series of novel-length books by Kehoe of Vincent's World Press recapitulates Vincent's life, from childhood to very old age, in a series of brief, loosely connected vignettes. Most of these derive from series episodes and depend rather heavily on the reader's familiarity with the whole series. The story becomes Continued Classic after V's collapse in Catherine's apartment during the Trilogy when, according to this tale, they became lovers, then married and had children, one of whom resembles Vincent. Another, a daughter, marries the son of Elliot Burch and wife Brooke. Unlike Kehoe's writing for the sitcom-oriented Vincent's World series, these books are serious. The emphasis on graphically described sex is still present, but more subordinated to other story elements. A pleasant recapitulation (and extension) of the series for those who already know it well and will appreciate the avoidance of 3rd season, with a strong but not dominating emphasis on graphic V/C sex. Rosemarie Hauer's artwork is particularly nice here.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Love Has Not Forgotten You by Sandy Shelton. 10/92. V/C/D (friend), (R), 8½ x 11, 170 p., much art. 

A competent, if standard, SND whose premise is that Diana has concealed from V her knowledge that C survived in a coma from which no one could guarantee she'd recover. Four years after the events of 3rd season, amnesiac Karen/Catherine returns to New York to recover her memory and is reunited with V (enormously angry at Diana, whom he's firmly told on several occasions he could never love). Danger threatens, however, in the person of Gabriel's brother Gideon, whose plans are eventually foiled. Possible romance for Diana and Joe as well as much graphic V/C sex. An original element in this telling is C's having to work through accumulated fury repressed during her ordeal. Otherwise, not greatly different from the many SND scenarios in similar zines. Though Diana had (it seems) the best of intentions (even C retroactively supports her decision to keep silent, and Peter also knew of C's survival) Vincent's anger and some literal Diana-bashing by Gideon's minions presumably put that interloper firmly in her place-namely, outside the family circle of Vincent, Catherine, and Jacob-and punish her for her presumption in supposing V could love anyone but a surviving C. Very handsome artwork by Sandy Chandler Shelton . Followed by The Legacy (which see).

$23.00 us, $26.00 else to Jo Ann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. Make check/mo payable to Jo Ann Grant. Send age statement (18) with order.

Love Songs by Adele Turner. 7/95. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 188 p, typeset, some art.

	In a group of seven loosely connected short stories and novelettes, Turner chronicles the Happy Life Below in the tunnels, with Vincent and Catherine enjoying their largely untroubled marital bliss. In the longest and strongest stories, "The Guardian" provides an intriguing portrait of sorceress Morgan, guardian of two children, David and Jeanette, who flee to the tunnels from an abusive boarding school. All are of Creole background, and there's authoritative background detail about that and about Morgan's lifelong service to "the Lady," the Great Mother, one of the forces for Good in the universe. That sets her up as an effective opponent to Paracelsus, whose natural self was long ago ousted by an evil being, and who again menaces the tunnel community. In "Casablanca Revisited," Devin returns to the tunnels with fiancee Jenny, and everyone doubts that the match is wise or will be enduring. There's some excellent characterization and byplay, humorous and otherwise, in this tale.

	In "I Swear," Vincent and Catherine are wed, then reflect on what led them to make this ultimate commitment in several extended flashbacks. In "Happily Ever After," Father's irritable mistrust of Catherine puts a considerable strain on their relationship until Vincent puts his foot down, so to speak, as Catherine recuperates from having protected children during a flood (this story, in a slightly different form, was published in Within the Crystal Rose II). In "All the News That's Fit to Print," tunnel children under Catherine's tutelage begin a tunnel journal with spectacular headlines that cause a small uproar among the community. In "Once Upon a Time," tunnel women pronounce harshly on the denseness and chauvinism of men, setting off a round of contrite flower-buying by the masculine contingent, and Catherine learns that Mary has an intriguing secret. In "Into the Future," feeding their son, Vincent remembers how Catherine delivered their firstborn. The stories are well written, well edited, and well presented. The longer pieces are more lively, with conflict that doesn't immediately evaporate.

	Artwork by Mickey Sayles.

$18.00 us, $19.00 can, $23.00 uk (surface; cash or international money order) to Adele Turner, 5336 Challendon Drive, Virginia Beach VA 23462.



Love Songs, Second Verse, by Adele Turner and Mickey Sayles. 2/96, V/C, 8 ½ x 11, 235 pages + much unnumbered art, clean typescript.

See New Zines section for review.

$15 US, SASE else to Adele Turner, 5336 Challendon Drive, Virginia Beach VA 23462.



Love's Story 1-The Party by Donna Vazquez. 5/91. V/C, R, digest, 95 p, much art (Kriss Farver).

Continued Classic. The love affair of Vincent and Catherine, told via flashbacks by various characters, on the occasion of Vincent's 45th birthday celebration. Vincent and Catherine are married, but he and his lookalike son Jay Jay live Below while Catherine continues her career Above. Their first child, Crystal, resembles her mother. Edie babysits. The flashbacks are occasionally confusing and the living arrangements strain a reader's suspension of disbelief, but the characters are insightfully written, and the love scenes smoke.

SASE to Donna Vazquez, 4164 W. 6th Court, Hialeah FL 33012. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Lovequest 1 by Shenandoah West. 4/90. V/C/D (friend), (PG), 8½x 11, 109 p, cover art only. 

Brief SND 4th season novel in which Vincent, terminally ill tunnel dweller Madelain, and Mouse go, through Narcissa's help, into the limbo where souls unaware of their deaths reside. They meet, among others, Lincoln, Winslow, Ellie, Paracelsus. Madelain offers her life so Vincent can retrieve Catherine. The final third of the novel recounts Catherine's coming to uneasy terms with Diana, meeting Joe, and making a decision whether or not to move permanently Below. Only the normal number of typos.

SASE to Amber Enterprises, P O Box 8911, Universal City CA 91608-0911



Margaret's Clock by Beth Druhan. 6/91. V/C, (PG-13), digest, 64 p, no art. 

Ingenious story lets you choose between forks in the narrative at several points, picking how the story will go.

$5.00 us/can, $8.00 else to Dragonback Publications, 6210 Ridge Ave., Cincinnati OH 45213. Make check/mo payable to Shannon O'Connor.



Mark of the Lion by Gerda Eeckelaert. 2/92. V/C, (G), 182 oversize pages, much author's art (including color cover). 

If printed on standard sized paper, this Vincent's origin novel would probably be about 225 pages. It's a very intense “Vincent finds his mother” story, wherein C learns a secret about a friend, Elizabeth Winters who, in 1956, became pregnant as a result of the genetic engineering experiment of an obsessed doctor. Told mainly in flashback, the story recounts how Elizabeth and her husband slowly come to realize the mad doctor's horrific intent toward their unborn child. After the boy is born, Elizabeth learns to love him, but her husband cracks under the strain and steals the son. Both disappear and are believed to have died. Elizabeth eventually remarries and has a daughter. In the present, Elizabeth's daughter, now grown, thinks her mother's tales of having a baby lion for a son are a sign of insanity. Only C, hearing the tale, wonders if the son could have been V. Eventually mother and son meet in a lovingly moving scene. The doctor, trying to conceal past misdeeds, still poses a threat, but this is resolved. All are reconciled except the daughter, who can't accept her “different” half-brother. The reviewer found the explanations of Vincent's origin plausible and not overdone; the themes of love, compassion, and forgiveness are artfully explored. The author's art is always excellent.

sase for price to Jackie Maslanka, 6706 Belmere Dr., Parma OH 44129, or, from Europe, to Gerda Eeckelaert, Turckstraat 41, 2140 Borgerhout, Belgium.



Mask: Tales from the Underground 1 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 1/89. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 155 p, color covers, large print, wide margins, perfect bound (like a paperback), color cover. 

NON-crossover B&B/Phantom zine. B&B half is mainly short stories, poetry. Some of the interior artwork, by Janet Meehan, is quite good. Production values to a professional standard; borders medium-sized. You get a decent amount of story for your dollars. Two nice childhood stories, including “Heavenly Voices,” in which we watch a young Catherine play Joan of Arc. Other well-done vignettes are written in the “voices” of Vincent and Catherine. All in all, quite an enjoyable read. If you also like Phantom, this zine is worth buying.

$10 (special  1997 price) to Kathleen Resch, Box 1766, Temple City, CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 2 ed. by Kathleen Resch.

All Phantom, apparently. Not reviewed.

sase to Kathleen Resch, Box 1766, Temple City, CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 3 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 6/91. V/C/Diana (friend), (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 130 p, much art, perfect bound (like a paperback), striking color cover. 

Another in a series of B&B/Phantom NON-crossover zines. A “Classic” Christmas tale and a story about life in the tunnels, post-SND, are like bookends to the stories in the zine's middle, which include a Catherine-as-a-ghost tale, “And Death Shall Have No Dominion” by Marie Bidlack. “The Wayfarers,” a “pre”-incarnation fantasy, is a breath of fresh air. Production value again flawless. Much art and poetry is devoted to the sadder elements of 3rd season.

$10 (special 1997 price) to Kathleen Resch, Box 1766, Temple City, CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 4 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 6?/92. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 162 p, much art, large print, perfect bound, color cover. 

Classic and Continued Classic crossover stories, beautifully produced and edited, involving B&B with Batman, Quantum Leap, and Simon & Simon. “The Cradle of the Night” by Toni Lichtenstein Bogolub, the zine's standout story, is a Batman/Nightwing/B&B crossover including new characters. Dick Grayson, aka “Gray” (Robin), is rescued by a tunnel girl named “Honey.” They fall in love and Gray decides to remain Below, but evil intrudes.... Also notable: “Song of Comfort” by Betty Mills (Father loves Mary); “Mouse's Great Adventure” by J. Paul Burroughs, a funny story that ends up with Mouse working as a farm hand in Grenville, IN, where he falls in love with a blind girl and fixes all the broken appliances in town; “Dr. Hitch�man,” also by Burroughs, a B&B/Quantum Leap crossover. Also fiction by Joan Enright, Marie Bidlack, Claudia Bertrand. The reviewer highly praised Janet Meehan's artwork; other art by Pam Tuck (always excellent).

$12.00 (special 1997 price) to Kathleen Resch, P O Box 1766, Temple City CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 5 ed. by Kathleen Resch.

All Phantom of the Opera. Not reviewed.



Mask: Tales from the Underground 6 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 7/93. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 135 p, much art, typeset in columns, color covers (front and back). 

Classic and Continued Classic stories, all B&B in this issue with no crossovers.

	Most of the fiction here is by J. Paul Burroughs (5 stories), who writes persuasive, eventful tales even if every once in awhile he gets his series facts wrong. In “Hidden Faces,” Burroughs has V/C again visit Brigit O'Donnell with the hopes that Brigit's resiliency will help new widow Lorna come to terms with her grief. But what proves to really help is guest Joe Maxwell.... In “L is for Lisa,” Mouse is reunited with sweetheart Lisa who visits NY surgeon Byron Stock, who may be able to restore her sight, in a sequel to “Mouse's Great Adventure” from M-4. The excellent “Stubb's Law” reunites C with Isaac Stubbs, trying to retrieve estranged, pregnant daughter Tracy from the hoodlum she's fallen for...and upon whom the law is about to crack down. In “Spectre in Oils,” Burroughs revisits Kristopher Gentian, who's trying unsuccessfully to warn his friend, a medium, that she's in mortal danger, and enlists the help of V/C. In “The Renewal,” despairing teacher Michael (of “A Fair and Perfect Knight”) finds help from Brooke and others.

	In Guinn Berger's “Fortunes,” college student C has her fortune told and copes with the fortunes of her friends and with possessive boyfriend Stephen Bass in a slice of bittersweet college life and growing up. In Stephanie Davis' strong “The Foundling,” V, longing for fatherhood, finds an abandoned baby in the park and has dreams that cannot yet be fulfilled. And finally Jeffrey Koehn's “Thy Sweet Love Remembered” adds a romantic coda to “A Happy Life.” Poetry by Kathleen Resch, Teri Sarick, and Melissa Mastoris. Again, there's an abundance of excellently done artwork by Janet Meehan and Pam Tuck. As always, a handsomely produced and readable zine.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $24.00 eur, $26.00 pac to Kathleen Resch, P O Box 1766, Temple City CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 7 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 1994. 

We assume this zine exists, but have never seen a copy. 

sase to Kathleen Resch, P O Box 1766, Temple City CA 91780



Mask: Tales from the Underground 8 ed. by Kathleen Resch. 7/95, V/C/D (friend), (PG), 8½ x 11, 192 p, much art, front and back color covers.

	Most of this zine is a novella, "A Truth Beyond Knowledge" by Sandra H. Necchi, a good writer. It's a revised retelling of Third Season, in which Catherine is injected, not with morphine, but with a coma-inducing drug by Gabriel's tame doctor. Taken Below, Catherine eventually revives when Vincent, in dream, contacts her through their bond. Meanwhile the investigation of her disappearance, and of the "black book," proceeds, involving Joe, Elliot, and eventually Diana Bennett in a credible way, though the story's events past the point of Catherine's revival only rarely echo those of the actual Third Season. A further complication is the death of Colin Reynolds, a subplot that weaves among the other events. Eventually, Catherine again confronts Gabriel and takes a revenge that many readers will find satisfying. As the editor puts it, "'A Truth Beyond Knowledge' is one of the most satisfying 'SND' stories I've ever read—[Sandra Necchi] ties up all loose ends from the 3rd season, involves all the familiar characters in this engrossing novella, and ties it all together brilliantly."

	Most of the rest of the fiction is by another good writer, J. Paul Burroughs. "The Forgotten Hero," tells how a former screen hero, Erroll Flynn-like Dominic Starke, now an aging, homeless alcoholic, has one last act of heroism left in him after the tunnel community takes him in. "Blindspot," a continuation of previous stories in which Mouse/Mickey, in love with formerly blind topside girl Lisa, is himself blinded in an explosion set off by enemies gained in the previous stories. Taken Below to recuperate, he attempts to send Lisa away, but comes to a truer appreciation of what really matters after she's trapped by a cave-in. In "Vendetta," Father's former friend from medical school who later became an enemy when Jacob Wells revealed a crime he'd committed, attempts to get revenge. In "Victim by Proxy," it's the daughter of Marty Belmont (from the pilot) who attempts to take revenge on Vincent.

	In Stephanie Davis' "Forever," Vincent is bespelled by gypsy Katarina, who believes him to be her destined mate, tied with bonds of blood. Catherine to the rescue! Also poems by Melissa Mastoris and Teri Sarick. Art by Janet Meehan, Pam Tuck (the latter inexplicably badly reproduced in the copy seen).

	As always, this zine is excellently written and scrupulously edited.

sase for price to Kathleen Resch, P O Box 1766, Temple City CA 91780.



Media Rare ed. by Phyliss Ayesse, Pat Reed, Lynne Wexler. 4/93. V/C/O, PG-13-R (in places), 8½ x 11, 178 p, much art. 

A multimedia zine including, besides B&B, Quantum Leap, Alien Nation, STNG, Blake's 7, Highlander, and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (a crossover with B&B!). Of the B&B portions, Toni Lichtenstein Bogolub's “A Spirit too Delicate” is a sequel to her “A Cry of Players,” published in The Chronicler's Tale; in this story, gifted young actress “Madame Sarah” (Miranda) is leading Mouse into dire risks, Above; she's also being drawn back to her monstrously abusive father, whom she fled in the earlier story. At last formally Silenced for her rashness, she finds she can no longer call up the characters she's formerly used to give her a sense of self, and vanishes Above. The hunt is on! V/C are strong background presences in this story. In Cicatrice duVeritas' “Kitty's Tale,” young Devin and younger V intervene when Kitty (Catherine) Genovese is attacked in full view of her indifferent neighbors. This time, the story has a happy ending. There's a Lynn Wexler poem, “Together,” and an anecdote of C dreaming herself into Alice in Wonderland, more or less. Finally, V, reacting to C's fear, goes racing through the tunnels...and finds himself the guest of Splinter and the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles in Mary Benninghoff's “Beneath the Surface.” Barbara Klapperich's “Timeless” briefly recounts the effect of Kristopher Gentian's V/C portrait, now hanging in the Great Hall, down through future time. Other authors include Debbie Ristick and Jackie Paciello. Jim Wappel's many pieces of B&B artwork are very handsome. Also art by Henry Parrilli, Mary Prince. This is the bunch who made the superlative (and now out of print) Rich in Hope such a delight. If you enjoy other fandoms too, this excellently done zine will be even more rewarding.

$18.00 us, sase else to Chicago Area Tunnel Society (CATS) c/o Jackie Paciello, 9109 S. Parkside, Oak Lawn IL 60422. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



The Memory Flame 1 ed. by Margaret Davis. 12/90. V/C/D (friend), G, 8½ x 11, 172 p, medium margins, much art. 

A well-crafted zine containing some of the first cathartic stories that were written in the aftermath of 3rd season. Some SND, some “Catherine as a ghost,” some alternate reality. Linda Mooney's “Call to Me” is, without a doubt, the most unusual SND story ever penned; Amy Bechtel's “Surprised by Joy” shows Diana becoming slowly obsessed with Vincent's tragedy...and offers her a chance to redeem it. (Be warned: this story continues in TMF-2; don't read one without the other close at hand!). Interesting glimpses of Diana in some stories, and a Brigit O'Donnell story. Also some poetry.

Out of print and unavailable



The Memory Flame 2 ed. by Margaret Davis. 12/90. V/C/D (friend), G, 8½ x 11, 192 p, large print, spacing, and margins, much art. 

More variations on the aftermath of Catherine's death on fandom-and on Vincent. In several stories, people including Father, a former teacher, and Catherine herself attempt to talk Vincent out of survivor's guilt. Though there are promising indications such as his delivering a Winterfest candle to Diana, Vincent does not, in fact, move on beyond his grief for Catherine in this zine. In SND variations, Catherine appears as a ghost, a starved escapee from the witness protection program, and an amnesiac. Besides Amy Bectel's “Forever Yours, Catherine,” that continues the story of “Surprised by Joy,” in MF-1, another installment of Pat Dunn and Diana Smith's “vampires Below” saga of Nicholas and Varina, “The Fellowship,” discloses that Gabriel was a vampire, too. The poetry is very strong in this second volume.

Out of print and unavailable



The Midnight Collection ed.? by Janet Dunadee. 1993. V/C.

A 100-plus page Classic anthology zine. Going by volume 2, may well be adult-SASE first, if that's important to you. Has art by Jane Freeman, Inez Brown, others. Not reviewed. 

$15.00 us, $20.00 else to Janet Dunadee, 403-2 Willow Road East, Staten Island NY 10314.



The Midnight Collection 2—Odyssey by Helen Commodore. 7/93. V/C, (R/X), 8½ x 11, 142 p, some art, elite typescript with double-spaced ¶s. 

In this adult Continued Classic story, V/C leave young son Charles at home to celebrate V's birthday by having a weekend on the town, V disguised by a ski mask. But you can forget the plot: this story mostly consists of virtually nonstop V/C sex both in present time and flashback. In the brief intervals, they trade erotic/bawdy quips. The writing is competent, and the V/C byplay is occasionally witty. If you've been looking for a V/C sexual marathon, you need look no further. Occasional non-explicit art by Inez Brown; a sketch by Jane Freeman. Also occasional photos of NY landmarks. Some poems by the author. Though the publisher apparently requests no age statement, know one is amply justified.

$15.00 us, $17.00 can, $22.00 else to Janet Dunadee, 403-2 Willow Road East, Staten Island NY 10314.



At the Mirk and Midnight Hour by Jena Snyder. 3/91. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 214 p, some art. 

In this suspenseful, gritty 4th season mystery novel, Diana investigates serial rape/murders involving voodoo and an attempt to control Vincent through an attempt/promise to resurrect Catherine. Some violence, very intense throughout. Pro Canadian science fiction/ fantasy/mystery writer.

$20.00 us, $23.00 else (not Canada) to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. For Canadian orders, $20.00 to Kestrel Consulting, 8031-70 Ave., Edmonton AB T6C 0A6 Canada.



The Mirror of Our Dreams by Rhonda Collins. V/D. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 161 pages, much art. 

In this sequel to Legacy of Love (which see), Diana and Vincent have begun dreaming each other's dreams- literally-and are increasingly troubled about it. Empath D has an open, one-way channel to V's emotions but has been blocking her own, a fact V gradually realizes. And he also realizes that she's become necessary for his happiness. But each is afraid to open up, emotionally, to the other. V's afraid of losing himself...into the Other, always close in any moment of passionate intensity...and D's afraid of losing herself into V through an activated bond, a fully two-way rapport. D's suppression of emotion, and increasingly troubled and vivid shared dreams, begin to take a physical toll: migraines and a growing reliance on sleeping pills. The timely intervention of Devin provides D & V the impetus to move beyond this impasse. D/V determine to go off, together, into the depths and attempt to come to terms with one another-make or break. And whatever dreams may come, will come....

	This thoughtful, well-written story is more about love than about romance, and more about the problems of knowing who you are than it is about sex, though some dreams (and are they all dreams?) become quite erotically intense. Strong, appropriate poems by Katrina Relf and the author, the many quotes from poetry and literature are identified by a list of references. Art by Rosemarie Hauer (including cover), the author, and Jan Durr. Followed by Shadow Dancers (which see).

$20.00 us, $21 can, $25 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229



Mirrors 1 by Karen Bates-Crouch. 1989?. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 109 p. 

Only some copies had color covers; the remainder have blank covers. Wide variety of short stories.

$12.50 + $.50 insurance us to Checkmate Press, 9224 N. 108th St., Omaha NE 68142. . Make check/mo payable to Karen Bates-Crouch.



Mirrors 2 ed. by Karen Bates-Crouch. 1990?. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 115 p. 

Only some copies had color covers; the remainder have blank covers. Wide variety of short stories. “Such Stuff as Dreams Are Made On” by Karen Dorell is especially good.

$12.50 + $.50 insurance us to Checkmate Press, 9224 N. 108th St., Omaha NE 68142. Make check/mo payable to Karen Bates-Crouch.



Mirrors 3 ed. by Karen Bates-Crouch. 1990?. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 110 p. 

Only some copies had color covers; the remainder have blank covers. Wide variety of short stories. Sequel to “Such Stuff as Dreams are Made On” and “Elizabeth's Tunnels” are highlights.

$12.50 + $.50 insurance us to Checkmate Press, 9224 N. 108th St., Omaha NE 68142. Make check/mo payable to Karen Bates-Crouch.



Mirrors 4 ed. by Karen Bates-Crouch. 1991. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 246 p, snazzy cover, much art. 

Huge double issue. Extraordinary Frank Liltz cover, art by Beth Blighton. Stories of consistent high quality.

$29.50 + $1.00 insurance us, $25.00 in person, $40.00 else to Checkmate Press, 9224 N. 108th St., Omaha NE 68142. Make check/ mo payable to Karen Bates-Crouch.



More Roads Not Taken by Sandy P. Shelton. 1/97.V/C, (mild R), 8 ½ x 11, 152 p + much unnumbered art, small typeset type with extra space between paragraphs.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$28.00 us (includes p/h), sase else to Joann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079. There is no publication or price information included with this zine. The reviewer assumes it’s available on the same terms as the previous volume. If this is mistaken, correction would be appreciated. Therefore SASE first for price and availability from the publisher named. Though no age statement is specifically required, one would be appropriate to the content.



More than a Miracle by Kim Prosser and Lisa Swope. 6/90, V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 109 p, small print. .

In this novel, learning that her mother had been a helper who knew and loved V when he was a child throws C into an agonized reexamination of her childhood and her present relationship with V, centering on their squabbling over a stuffed toy. V behaves with wounded, perplexed dignity; C sulks, whines, sinks into a depression. Excellently written, but C is about as repellently childish as you're ever likely to see her.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



One Moment in Time by Marilyn Preston. 1994.

Not reviewed. A Continued Classic novel interweaving the stories of V/C's grown children, judging by the flyer, which describes it as a new sensual Beauty and the Beast novel. 

$28.00 (air) $22.00 (surface) us/UK, SASE else to the Silvalea Chamber, 3 Sleaford Road, North Kyme, Lincs. LN4 4DH ENGLAND. Pay in US cash or UK sterling only, please; age statement (21?) requested.



Mute Songs by Lucy Green, Linda Mooney & Barbara Trimble. 2/91. V/D, (PG-13), digest, 71 p, some art. 

This zine is set in 3rd and 4th season: from the reading of Catherine's will to the Naming Ceremony of Diana and Vincent's first child, named “Joseph” for guess-who. Joe and Jenny's son is named “Vincent.” Covers a lot of time, and emotional ground, in very little space, hitting the high spots. Trailblazing, perhaps, for more detailed stories to come. Art by Phyllis Berwick and Barb Gipson.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230. Make check/mo payable to Lucy Green.



Nexus by Patrick C. Twain. 4/92. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 201 p, no interior art. 

In this interesting 4th season SND novel, Twain's first zine writing, C's back from the Witness Protection program and hopping mad that V/D are not only lovers but D is pregnant and they're engaged to be married! V is naturally torn between his two loves. The resolution of this dilemma will probably come as a surprise to most readers. There are also unexpected developments concerning the bond and revelations about Vincent's origins, as benevolent beings from another dimension/mode of existence try to contact V through the a threshold in the Trilogy cave (damaged by Paracelsus, a menacing presence in the several flashback sections). The novel takes a sharp turn into science-fiction at the end, during a particularly poignant concluding section. The storytelling is a little ragged and uneven, but this is offset by vivid prose style, excellent characterizations, dead-on dialogue, and bounding energy. Although there's occasional sex, it's not graphic. The non-3rd-season-allergic will find this delightful reading, with much to enjoy and reflect on.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Patrick Twain, P O Box 2595, Silver Spring MD 20915



New Beginnings See: Beauty and the Beast 1-New Beginnings.



Night of Love by Deborah Nockels. 8/90. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 21 p (really!), clear medium type, no art. 

Guess what Vincent and Catherine did in the cave after Catherine yelled “Vincent!” Of the many fan wish-fulfillment versions of what happened in the Trilogy cave, this one is competently and literally written, if you don't mind wandering viewpoints.

SASE to CrystalFire Press, 9196 Fox Run Drive, Brentwood TN 37027-7480. Send age statement (18) with order. Make check/mo payable to Debbie Nockels.



No Safe Place but the Heart See: Renascence 2.



No Shadow of Another ed. by Marie Tillott and Jenny Bozovic. 9/91. V/C/D (friend), (PG) 8 ¼ x 11 —, 164 p, clean typescript with double-spaced ¶s, much art, color cover.

	Pleasant, uncomplicated stories and poetry, the fiction mostly by Bozovic and Tillott. Some of the stories are post-third season, but although Diana appears in some of them, it's only in a context of friendship, the focus being Catherine's return, either having miraculously survived, or as a ghost, or inhabiting Diana's body once Diana no longer has any need of it, having been attacked (and presumably killed) in the park. Other stories are set earlier in the series. Much of the fiction here is vignettes—pleasant enough, but not going much of anywhere. Two are more substantial: long, and fully worked out, dramatically. Tillott's "Brotherly Love" has Charles' brother Eddie abducting Catherine and a severely injured Vincent; Bozovic's "Always" reworks material from "Though Lovers Be Lost..." in a way that avoids Catherine's abduction and allows her to tell Vincent her glad news of the coming baby. In Lynda Jones' story "A New Beginning" comatose Catherine revives and is reunited with Vincent. Overall, the editing/proofing/word choice could have been better, but it's still readable. Also poems by Glenys Walker and Elaine Mills. Art by Lynn Henricks, Kathy Fidge, Marie Tillott.

sase for price, availability to Jenny Bozovic, 24 Catherine Ave., LURNEA, NSW 2170 Australia.



No Shadow of Another 2 ed. by Marie Tillott and Jenny Bozovic. 10/92. V/C, (PG) 8 ¼ x 11 —, 183 p, clean typescript, some typeset, with double-spaced ¶s, much art.

	Some material here ("Operation Mousetrap" and "Reebok-Eteer," both by Charlotte Asanovski) was later reprinted in the New Zealand zine, Tales of the Dream (which see). And Robert Mirnik's "Full Circle" was expanded into his zine Reflections (which see). As in the previous volume, mostly vignettes rather than fully worked-out stories. For instance, in the amusing "Reebok-eteer," Vincent appreciates Catherine's gift of running shoes so much that, as they run together, he leaves her in the dust. And that's In Marie Tillott's "An Auspicious Occasion," injured Vincent is grumpy, then gets better when Catherine nurses him. And that's it. But other stories have a little more substance—for instance, in Sue Portier's "The Dream," a magic amulet gives Vincent a fully human body, but when Catherine is in jeopardy, he finds the Beast is needed, after all. So overall, the zine is a blend of sketches, fragments, and more substantial pieces, with slightly more typos and iffy word-choice than usual, but still readable. Some of the stories involve third and/or fourth season material, and in some of them, Catherine is dead and stays that way; but there's no mention, anywhere, of Diana. Fiction contributors are Sue Portier, Robert Mirnik, Glenys Walker, Asanovski, Joan Larkin, Marie Tillott, Jenny Bozovic, Joan Larkin, Edwina Harvey, Elaine Mills, Anne George. Handsome art by Kathy Fidge, Lyn Henricks (particularly good), Georgina Gould. Poetry by Asanovski ("The Poem He Never Wrote," a love poem to Catherine's feet, is really funny) and Joan Larkin.

sase for price, availability to Jenny Bozovic, 24 Catherine Ave., LURNEA, NSW 2170 Australia.



Old Souls ed. by Linda Mooney and Lucy Green. 4/92. V/C, PG-13, digest, 70 p, much art (considering the size). Imagining V/C as various pairs of famous lovers throughout history. The well written stories, perceptive toward the origins, include adaptations of: Cyrano de Bergerac (from Lucy Green, particularly well done), Romeo and Juliet (by Lee Kirkland), Robin Hood (by Beth Druhan: particularly well done), Wuth�ering Heights (by Roxanne Shearer Koogler) and Phantom of the Opera (by Linda Mooney). True to the originals, Vincent and Catherine are not always rapturously united at the conclusions of these stories, which is unusual enough to be refreshing. Art by Cheryl Duval, Barb Gipson, Pam Tuck, Paula Ollie, and Rita Terrell. As is usual with anything from MacWombat, the writing is good and original, and the concept novel and intriguing.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to MacWombat Press, c/o Lucy Green, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230



Once in a Lifetime by Kaja Pristo. 1992. V/C, G-R, 147 p + clip art graphics, typeset type, much art. 

Most of the fiction in this Classic zine is by Pristo. Mostly G, with flashes of R. The prose style is a bit awkward. A sampling: [of Vincent as a lover:] "...he teased and tantalized with his skillful technique he had mastered quite proficiently." (p. 25); "No words he had ever read could have prepared him for...all the emotion and passion he had endured with pleasure since they had began a physical relationship." (p. 35); "The feeling of his velvet fur against her creamy soft flesh drove her mad with passion." (p. 37); "The velvety soft fur against her creamy flesh sent shivers along her body." (p. 89). The earnest, well-intentioned stories and anecdotes generally center on some unfortunate rescued from his/her misery either by C or V, who takes the unfortunate to the tunnels, whereupon all is well and V/C celebrate with fairly detailed sex. Jamie and Mouse devising a target a blind boy can shoot arrows at is ingeniously imagined (Carol Mayberry's "The Fledgling"). Father's birthday and a brief wedding are celebrated. There's an interview with Armin Shimerman by Pristo and quite a lot of verse by Carole Mayberry. Other verse by Suzi Dean, Sara Conklin, Keith Ahlstrom, Kelly Shlemon. Other fiction by Wayne Kelley, Sharon Reynolds, Snow Dancer, Carole Mayberry. Art by Anna Deavers Kelley, Jan Durr, many unidentified others. Quite a lot of computer graphics, too.

$20.90 us, sase else to Kaja Pristo, P.O. Box 627, Hollywood MD 20636



Once You Are Real, by Vicki Burke. 1994. V/C, PG, 8 ½ x 11, 77 pages, no interior art, typeset in regular type, double spaced, bound with fasteners.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$7 US, SASE else, to Vicki Burke, 3411 McKee, Wyoming MI 49509.



Once Upon a Time by Patricia Kehoe. 9/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 225+ p, much unnumbered art, color cover (Rosemarie Hauer). 

A collection of fanciful short stories, primarily by Kehoe. The first section, called “The Fantasies,” includes four stories. “The Legend of the Unicorn” tells of V, heir to a kingdom, whose dearest companion is Kitera, the last unicorn, who is finally called upon to make a great sacrifice for him....and given a magical reward. “Love on Distant Shores” is ancient traveler V's account of his adventurous life, including his encounter with a mermaid. The long, detailed “The Stuff that Dreams Are Made Of” tells of C's inheritance, in contemporary reality, of a house and grounds from aunt and her discovery of the estate's very unusual-furry-gardener. “Thief of Hearts” combines a childhood V/C encounter with their present meeting and romance, in an alternative to the pilot. The second section is called “The Faerytales.” In “Reflections of Ithra,” by Kehoe and Rita Hazlett, medieval Lady C learns V has been bespelled within a mirror by a wicked queen. The mock-archaic wording gets a bit thick in places here. In the brief “Roses and Remembrance,” dying Pharaoh V is comforted by commoner lover C as they look to new lives beyond death. “And This Is My Beloved” forces unwilling Lady C into marriage with warrior lord V. Once she sees him, she warms up to the prospect. More storytelling than graphic sex in the zine...but the sex, and often the accompanying artwork, are pretty graphic when they come. Charming, frameworthy child Vincent portrait, by Rosemarie Hauer, opposite p. 48. Other excellent art, including some sidal nudity, by Hauer, Inez Brown, Jane Curtis, Alexandra Fossinger, Renate Haller, Shirley Leonard, Teri Milliman, Pam Tuck, Pat Wallerius.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Once Upon a Time in a Galaxy Not Near Here See: Final Drive.



Once Upon Another Time by Wendy Darling. 12/91. V/C/D, (PG-13), digest, 60 p, 1 drawing. 

Superlative, controversial, excellently written zine that's overtly unimpressed with Catherine and not too excited about the more excessive forms of fan adulation, either. The centerpiece and best story, “Long Ago and Far Away in the City of New York” is a plausible alternative to the pilot in which C dies of the original attack and her body is returned to her apartment (a la “Walk Slowly”) by a saddened but not devastated V, who never really got to know her. C's death is then investigated by Diana, who thereby becomes the original Beauty, with significant divergences, as a result, from how events developed in the pilot as shown. Also notable is “Vincent's Pride,” in which C complains, to Peter, about her returning to the tunnels after years in the Witness Protection Program's unwanted custody, to find that she'd roused more than she bargained for in awakening Vincent's sexual propensities in the Trilogy cave. The final, and very funny, revelation must be read to be believed. The portrayal of C here is decidedly jaundiced, and will instantly send any die-hard Catherinite into furious orbit. In “Two Beauties and a Beast,” V intervenes when two panting fans pursue Ron Perlman in the park...and tells them off in no uncertain terms. Also another story, a pair of poems, and miscellaneous swipes at this and that. If you take V&C's romance desperately seriously, you'll loathe this zine. If you enjoy imaginative, well-written alternative speculations and revere C only moderately, you'll find this superb but sardonic zine a revelation.

$7.00 us, $10.00 else to Guardian Press, P O Box 628, Culver City, CA 90232-0628. Make check/mo payable to Cecelia Pitts.



Once Upon a Winterfest by Nan Dibble. 6/95. V/C, V/D, PG, digest, 43 p, no art.

Three Winterfest stories Dibble wrote to be read aloud at the Winterfest celebrations of the North Jersey Tunnel community. The first two are Classic. The final story, “In a Dark Time,” recounts Diana’s attempts to help Vincent get through the first Winterfest after Catherine’s death; it was previously published in Huntress 1 and Acquainted with the Night 1.

$5 us $6 can $8 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148.



One Day, A Rapture by Pamela Garrett. 11/89. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 159 p, large print, some art. 

In this fine “first time” novel, Vincent battles doubts C and Father believe unjustified. Jessica (no, not that Jessica), once V's teacher after the Lisa incident, returns to the tunnels and encourages him to physically express his love for C; C, mistaking their student/teacher love for something more erotic, is jealous. Beth Blighton color cover; art by Star, Gipson. Pro romance writer.

$21.00 us, $24.00 can, $28.00 else to Pamela Garrett, 1059 Norwood Ave., Oakland CA 94610. Send age statement (21) with order.



One Moment in Time by Marilyn Preston. 1994.

A Continued Classic novel interweaving the stories of V/C's grown children, judging by the flyer, which describes it as a new sensual Beauty and the Beast novel. Not reviewed.

$28.00 (air) $22.00 (surface) us/uk SASE else to the Silvalea Chamber, 3 Sleaford Road, North Kyme, Lincs. LN4 4DH ENGLAND. Pay in US cash or UK sterling only, please; age statement (21?) requested.



Only with Love by Sandra Deville & Gwen Lord. 1992?. V/C, mild R, 8½ x 11, 263 p., tiny print. 

This Classic zine covers Vincent and Catherine's romance, courtship, proposal, marriage, and future developments. The reviewer found a main highlight to be a subplot concerning Joe Maxwell courting Jamie while the society Below tries to provide appropriate chaperons. All is charmingly written, with the occasionally surprising cross-cultural word choice. Entertaining.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $26.00 else from US to Kathy Bayne, 40-1110 Newport Parkway, Jersey City NJ 07310. From abroad, £7.50 uk, £8.50 eur, sase else to Gwen Lord, Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



O Sweetest Song ed. by Lynette Combs. 6/91. X, digest, 52 p, teeny print. 

Three adult stories, well done; only one piece of adult artwork. The most substantial story is “Love Has Come of Age” by Combs, detailing the erotic aftermath of Dead of Winter. In Sally Wright's brief, “Chamber Music-Revisited,” there's some heavy petting ...and hope of more...during the concert V/C attend after the one dramatized in Chamber Music. And in “The Best of Times,” Laurie Wittenburg gives us a glimpse of V/C's lovemaking styles after they've become parents.

$10.00 us, $12.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518. Send age statement (21) with order. Note: don't confuse this zine with that by the same name from Dominion Press.



O Sweetest Song-Verse Two ed. by Lynette Combs. 6/91. X, digest, 35 p, sparse art. 

Three adult stories, 2 pieces of Combs' artwork. Betty Mills' “Dream Lover” has a blunt conversation between Vincent and Father embolden Vincent to seek out Catherine as he wants to-as a lover. In Sally Wright's “Mistletoe,” Catherine's Christmas gift and Catherine's vivid imagination unite her and Vincent when they're apart. In Combs' “Love's Longing,” Catherine reveals her pregnancy to Vincent and they celebrate how she got that way. Pleasant, explicit writing, good editing here.

$10.00 us, $12.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518. Send age statement (21) with order. Note: don't confuse this zine with that by the same name by Carolyn Kleinsorge.



O Sweetest Song-Verse Three ed. by Lynette Combs. 1992?. X, digest, 72 p, sparse art. 

Three adult stories, 2 pieces of Combs' artwork. Betty Mills' “Shameless” reveals that to Vincent, mushrooms-the ordinary kind-are a powerful aphrodisiac. Lynette Combs' “Follow Your Dreams,” is a dream-within-a-dream-within-a...in which C goes to confront V, Below, about her unsatisfied longings. In Trish Kehoe's “Love with All the Trimmings,” set in the married, Continued Classic present, V recalls visiting Narcissa in despair and being given, by her, a (magic?) potion to take at bedtime, with surprising, erotic results. Overall, pleasant, explicit writing, good editing here. The photo-reduced type is a bit hard to read in places.

$10.00 us, $12.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518. Send age statement (21) with order. Note: don't confuse this zine with that by the same name by Carolyn Kleinsorge.



O Sweetest Song, Special Edition—The Quickening by Theresa Peppe, edited and illustrated by Lynette Combs. 7/95. V/C, (X), 8½ x 11, 102 p, typeset, some art.

In this competent, literate adult zine, Vincent and Catherine have sex, virtually nonstop, for over a hundred pages, in most imaginable positions, separately and together, both Above and Below, all pertinent body parts fully discussed (usually with one or two or three erotic adjectives appended), with surprisingly little repetition, considering, although certain phrases (the bond "burgeoning," for instance, and particular flesh does tend to "yearn," and lips are frequently "luscious") do tend to recur, as is probably both natural and inevitable. Occasionally the participants speak, but not often, and seldom coherently. Occasionally they get up and do something else, like eat, but not often and not for long. Essentially this is a sexual marathon, and those who enjoy these, relatively unencumbered by plot or dialogue, will find this a headlong exploration of all the ways two people can fit together and stimulate one another. There are occasional pieces of Combs' non-explicit, non-erotic art.

sase for price to Lynette Combs, Beasthaven, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518. An age statement (21) would probably be a good idea when ordering, though none is requested.



O Sweetest Song by Carolyn Kleinsorge. 6/92. (strong R), 8½ x 11, 294 p. + unnumbered art (Mary Ellen Nicosia), large print. 

Followup to Shall Have No Dominion 1-2 (which see). Previously in the series, C has returned to V as a ghost who becomes progressively more solid. By the beginning of this novel, she's indistinguishable from an ordinary woman. The story begins with C/V's wedding. They then plan the conception of another child, with which C is pregnant through most of the balance of the zine. Disturbing V/C's otherwise uniform marital bliss, Jenny's clairvoyant dreams of C's being alive, revealed to Joe, mean that Joe now poses a threat to the tunnels in his determination to find out what happened to C and her child. This problem is addressed, first, by introducing Jenny to the tunnels, then taking the risk of trusting Joe. Many instances of V/C's rapturous, unconflicted lovemaking. Subplots deal with Elliot and Mouse, with hints of romance between Elliot and Jenny. V/C settle down to their “happily ever after” in the story's resolution. In an afterword, the author, a pro romance writer, indicates that this is the final volume in the series. Mary Ellen Nicosia's artwork is characteristically handsome and often erotic, with some sidal nudity.

$25.00 us, $27.00 can, $32.00 else to Dominion Press, 1325 Imola Ave West, Suite 527, Napa CA 94559. CA residents add 7¼% tax. Send age statement (18) when ordering. Note: don't confuse this zine with those by the same name edited by Lynette Combs.



Parallel Worlds Within the City by Peggy Ann Garvin. 6/93. V/C, R (in places), 8½ x 11, 214 p, much art. This offbeat, very entertaining zine is a great surprise. It starts out as a fairly all-purpose Classic story with C/V sighing and retreating-the familiar scenario. It seems that C's brush with a bunch of nice bikers who scare off the mean bikers who menaced her was no more than a passing incident. Then we get biographies of the bikers-nice, interesting people, constituting the Iron Vultures motorcycle club. Early on, there's a plot in which criminals who have killed an underworld figure in the nightclub where Vulture Nadia works pursue her, believing her a dangerous witness. They sweep up, not only Nadia, but C and Reaper (biker leader), as well. After this trio escapes-with some help from V-they're obliged to remain Below for a time to escape further attacks. But the threat providentially passes. The balance of the story is an account of V/C's increasing involvement with the biker “family,” learning their problems, their fears, their loves, their pride, their essential harmlessness. As V finds himself accepted and befriended by this group of misunderstood outcasts, the anxieties that make him hold back from C diminish.

	This is not polished writing; but it's heartfelt, brisk, well edited and presented, and very well informed. The author knows and likes the biker life and without being tiresome about it, she infuses her story with the special jargon, attitudes, and common experiences of that life. These people love one another and try to live as well as they can, which should sound familiar. The narrative moves along briskly from event to event, with warmly affectionate and perceptive portraits of the main members of the Iron Vultures. And the account of the growing closeness between V/C is both sensual and persuasive. This is a “parallel world” story only inasmuch as it vividly reveals another society almost as hidden and little known, in its way, as that Below. It's highly enjoyable reading and certainly fresh and surprising, which sets it apart. Character, not plot, is its strong point. Though the V/C “first time” section is long and quite graphic, everybody keeps their underwear on during 99% of the story: it would be a mistake to think of this as being a sex zine. Its main concerns are social, not erotic.

	Besides a striking color cover by the author's daughter, Michele Scott, a freelance pro graphic artist, the handsome interior artwork, printed unnumbered on colored stock, is by Neal Farris, Anna Deavers-Kelley, Sue Krinard, and Holly Reidel. Note: a few pieces of art contain either sidal or frontal nudity. Poetry by the author appears between chapters. The zine is printed on heavy paper stock in medium typeset type. Altogether a goodlooking, well produced item. Note: a toned-down version of the consummation scene, punched for insertion, is available free on request. Says the author, “By exchanging love scenes and removing any offending artwork, the reader can turn Parallel Worlds Within the City into a PG-13 rated zine.”

$28.00 us, $30.00 can, $30.00 (surface) $35.00 (air) else to Peggy Garvin, P. O. Box 477, Montmorenci, SC 29839-0477. Please specify whether you want the more or less sexually graphic version.



The Party See: Love's Story 1.



Paradox/Children of the Darkness/The Poetry Chamber no single author/editor. 1993. V/C. (PG), 8½ x 11, roughly 100 pages, much art. 

Two novellas, a short story, and a lot of poetry, originally published as separate zines, bound together. All are the products of members of the UK Chambers, whose first effort (it would appear) this is for most of them. The first novella, “Paradox” by Anne Medlock, is a tangled tale of Paracelsus' secret brother living Below, Mouse's escapades, and Kipper being kidnapped. A lot happens in it, at least, though it's not polished writing. The second novella, “Children of the Darkness,” by Roseann Solnica, is a more substantial tale of children who suffer a disease that makes sunlight deadly to them and who find a refuge Below...to the anxiety of their reporter father, who feels he's lost his family. There's also a report on the Masques convention by Stephen Carlton and a short story, “Death Shall Have No Dominion” by Marilyn Mastin in which Jenny Aronsen's precognitive dream makes V stay home on the night she foresaw he was to die. V/C are grateful. The final third of the zine is “The Poetry Chamber” with work by numerous writers including Katarina Relf (always to be commended); David Crowther, who, in a poem about Para�celsus, has him dreaming of vengeance on those who “capture the love/Of he;/That makes me sick/To see./A destroyer am me.” and Natalie Smith offers verses including “Roses are red/And remind me of fun/Catherine gave Vincent/A beautiful son.” The final few poems deal with Diana. The zine as a whole is of varied quality; parts of it are very nice, and the art is often good (by Stephen Carlton, Joy Barton, Mary Page, Sharon Dinsdale, Matthew Camp, Natalie Smith, Lynn Simpson, and Barbara Powell).

$16.00 us, $18.00 can, sase else to Cindy Van Houten, Amateur Efforts, P O Box 2175, Woonsocket RI 02895



Pas De Deux by Victoria Snow. 4/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 20 p, no art. 

Most readers will find it impossible to be neutral about this adult Classic zine, not because of the subject matter, but because of the writing style. It's beyond florid, even beyond “purple.” Often the sentences are so convoluted and adjective-heavy it's hard to tell who's doing what to whom. The heated imagery sometimes gets hopelessly tangled, too. Some examples: Drawing a quick breath as a speculative gleam amid the naked admiration in his electric blue gaze, he considered her request, she forgot to release it when the movement of his hand, a graceful arc describing his denial, captured her fingertips. He brought them to his lips where the moist, slightly abrasive texture of his mouth plundered her sensitive flesh and forced a sigh from her parted lips. (p. 3). Stretched upon the rack of sensation, need, fierce, almost exquisitely painful in its intensity, claimed him. Caught in the grip of primitive desires, the intricately woven, but now threadbare fabric of his control, frayed and began to rend. (p. 18) And we must not leave out the memorable but incomprehensible For one, timeless, telling moment, she hung suspended upon the precipice of his desire (p. 17). Basically the plot is that Vincent and Catherine attend a Halloween party in the gypsy community, then have one single, vastly prolonged sexual encounter in the park. Either you're going to love this zine or you're going to read it, shrieking with laughter, to your assembled 20 closest friends. You've never seen anything quite like this. It's surely memorable!

$7.00 us, sase else to Phoenix Press, P. O. Box 473, Helmetta, NJ 08828-0473. When ordering, send age statement (21).



Passion! by Patricia Kehoe. 3/94 V/C, R+ (publisher's rating), 8½ x 11, 68 p + much unnumbered art, small typeset print.

Printed on lilac-colored paper (except the art), this adult novella tells how, after recovering Catherine and Jacob (alluded to rather than fully detailed) in an alternative 3rd Season scenario, V's troubles aren't over. He's tried on three occasions to make love to C, but his body betrayed him each time by climaxing too soon. He's also having terrible nightmares that he's unable to talk about and which have a definite erotic component. Concerned and determined, C takes some essential items, like a bed, silk clothing, and an adequate supply of food, to The Cave, where V has adamantly refused to go. Furious at the coercion, V comes to the hated place to conduct her home...but is distracted by the prospect of supper. Then other appetites surface. V/C make love virtually continually from then on. The various combinations, positions, and progressions of foreplay and aftermath are all described in full detail. Occasionally V/C talk about his prior fears, his nightmares, his experiences while he believed her lost to him, and his deep inhibitions about voicing his sexual needs, in between conversational fragments of a more ardent sort. Fans of nonstop sexual marathons will find this just what they've been looking for.

	Erotic but not fully explicit art by Inez Brown, including the cover and a notable foldout page at the end. Graphics by Rosemarie Hauer and Shirley Leonard. Occasional bits of song lyrics are included.

$15.00 us, $17.00 can, $20.00 else to Trisha Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Passion, Verse II: Soul of My Soul, by Patricia Kehoe. 1996.V/C, X,  8 ½ x 11, 92 pages, some erotic art, typewritten in small type on lilac paper, laminated cover.

See New Zines secrion for review.

$15.00 US, $17.00 CAN, $20 ELSE, all in US funds to Patricia Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave. #2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Passages of Time by J. C. Stoddard. 6/93. V/C/(D), (strong R in places), 8½ x 11, 95 p, no art. 

Events of these vignettes and stories are often more summarized, told about, than dramatized. This outline quality somewhat blunts their impact in places. The stories range through V's whole lifetime. Though one, “Sad Endings, New Beginnings,” is 4th season, Diana appears only briefly in a non-romantic context as V tries to put his mourning for C behind him, and Brigid O'Donnell, reported dead, retreats for good into the tunnels. “Aftermath,” which earns this zine its R rating, takes off from the end of “The Watcher.” “Brothers” is a vignette of young Devin and picked-on little brother Vincent. Infant V, newly brought to Father, finally accepts being fed and shows his “Contentment” in a unique way. In “Shattered Images,” the reaction to the Lisa incident is the focus as V hurls furniture and furiously smashes a mirror in his attempt to enter a childhood sanctuary he can no longer physically fit into. “Expectations” has V writing in his journal about his restless sense that something is about to happen, in an entry dated April 13, 1987. In “A Second Chance for Joy,” SND C recovers and rejoins V in the tunnels. Diana, again appearing briefly, is involved in C's return. And in “Requiem,” grown Jacob pronounces a eulogy at a funeral Below. Except for the omission of the necessary comma of direct address (so that one encounters sentences like C asking, “No fire Vincent?”), the mechanics of the writing are otherwise good, and the stories are readable. The stories are diverse and often thought�ful about the meaning of various events in V's life. Cover art only.

$10.00 us ($12 Express), $15.00 can, $20.00 else to Barbara Stoddard, 331 K St., South Boston MCA 02127. No age statement required, but the writing justifies one.



Perchance to Dream by the DreamSeekers, ed. by Adele Turner. 6/93. V/C, a range from PG-R, 8½ x 11, 237+ p, much unnumbered art. 

Mostly Continued Classic. The longest tale is a sequence by Betty Mills: “And All Winters End” and “One Love-Parts One and Two.” In this series, the first part serves as a brief prologue introducing V/C and their family of three young children, including Joseph, the youngest, who resembles V. In the later narrative, “One Love,” Joseph, grown to mid adolescence, is in love with Holly, the daughter of a helper, but their love is complicated by the time and attention he spends on his studies (he intends to become a doctor). Notable among the other fiction is Lynette Combs' “Stone Soup,” which continues the adventures Below of moppet Naomi, featured in Combs' zines Promises to Keep 1-2. In this installment, Naomi has found, Above, a small creature in need of care and shelter. It seems only reasonable to Naomi that she should sneak food to it, then bring it Below, as a surprise, during a nicely imagined tunnel custom, “Stone Soup Day.” Adele Turner's “To Serve in Heaven” is a unique look at Paracelsus' last days-a perceptive story emphasizing forgiveness and reconciliation. Sandra Platt's “A Love to Transcend Time” tells of the romantic encounter between Egyptian god Vckenere and destined princess Kahfrenei (try to say that three times fast!), due to wed another in a week's time, but bound forever to her loving divinity-evidently a dream inspired by C's buying a golden Egyptian artifact showing a lion-headed man, a gift for V on the fifth anniversary of their first meeting. Cindy Van Houten's “My Sister's Keeper” recounts how Devin, again with a traveling circus, finds himself the surrogate father of orphaned “freak” Eva, who's like V, only with spotted fur, white hair, and a more obviously feline way of laughing. Ambivalent about either keeping her in his care or entrusting her to another's, he eventually takes her to the sanctuary of the tunnel community. But Eva wants him to stay....

	In Helen Commodore's “The Real Tomorrow,” the narrator is disgusted with the zines she uncritically accumulated in the first rush of enthusiasm for the series, zines which she now discovers undervalue C and, in some cases, turn V into “a prosaic man of flesh and blood with all of that creature's darkest instincts.” Appalled, she drags the box of offending zines to be collected with the trash...and, in what perhaps was intended as a dream, the box is delightedly collected by young Charles and younger Jacob, (the sons of you-know-who) and dragged back to the tunnels and the Continued Classic reality. When C gets hold of them, she's spitting mad to find herself so neglected, and V is mystified how any story could be told about him without C's figuring in it. Are also vignettes by Adele Turner, Kimberly Jo Raymond, Helen Commodore, and Laurie Wittenberg. A poem by Turner celebrates “Vincent's Passionate Kisses,” and Combs contributes several cartoons. Color cover-silhouettes, with V/C photos added in, by Lynette Combs. Interior art (one-sided; unnumbered) for this handsome and well-made zine by Combs, Terri Milliman, Mickey Sayles, and Pam Tuck.

$20.50 us, sase else to DreamSeekers, Perchance to Dream, P O Box 64681, Virginia Beach VA 23467. Make check/mo payable to Laurel Wittenberg. Though at least one of the stories (“A Love to Transcend Time”) wanders into “R” territory, no age statement is apparently requested by the publisher.



Phoenix 1 ed. by Nan Dibble. 5/92. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 187 p, some art, typeset in medium or columned smallish but readable print. 

Mostly V/D stories (one focuses on Elliot; another on the Other) taking off from the whole series. Occasional C sightings, but no SND. Standouts: Lucy Green's “Endless Night,” a riveting story putting V's life in jeopardy after he's bitten by a rabid stray dog. In Nan Dibble's “Recessional,” V re-experiences the physical traumas of 3rd season, in exact reverse order, as the first anniversary of C's death approaches. After that, things really get strange: even if the reader guesses what's evolving, the final revelation is still rock-you intense. And at the top is Maxine Mayer's “This Massive Darkness,” told entirely by V, trying to comply with D's request that he write his view of their first year together. The effect on him is cathartic...as, the reader finds-and witnesses V discovering for himself-was her healing intent all along. “Brilliant in concept and content, astonishing in insight, emotionally wrenching, stylistically beautiful, complex and soaring and triumphant,” said to guest reviewer Kathy Cox. Other fiction by Mayer, Dibble, Rhonda Collins, Lena Wood (with great art), Toni Lichtenstein Bogolub, Roxanne Shearer Koogler, Anna/Wayne Kelley, Jena Snyder, Michele Hawley. Excellent, moving poetry by Mayer and Sandie Dapoz. Strong art by Jane Freeman, Jan Durr, Wood, and Anna Kelley.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted with the Night (which see) or Phoenix series in a single order.



Phoenix 2 ed. by Nan Dibble. 12/92. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 194 p, much art, mostly medium type with some columned smallish but readable print. 

As compared to P-1, the stories here are a more balanced mixture of mood, tone, and subject. There is lightness as well as depth here; gentle poignance along with powerful drama. Standouts among the 13 stories are Maxine Mayer's “Journey to a Nameless River” (V/D trek there and discover a special closeness) and Nan Dibble's “Helios” (V finds he's too fond of basking in the sunlight on D's roof: there's a price). Another special notice goes to Lucy Green's “Shadows,” a tender story which sends C's spirit on a quest to help heal those she left behind, and then enlists Diana to complete that task. The zine concludes with Part I of Inez Paskal's novel “Where Man Meets Beast,” which guest reviewer Kathy Cox found “a page turner from start to startling middle.” Concluded in P-3. Also fiction by Rhonda Collins, Jena Snyder, Leslie Warstler, Lena Wood. Strong poetry by Sandie Dapoz, Maxine Mayer, Melissa Cook, Roxanne Koogler, Pat Farrar, Gloria Jones, Roz Levinson. Art by Lena Wood (with a striking portrait of Diana), Jan Durr, Kriss Farver, Phyllis Berwick, Vickey Brickle-Macky, Nan Dibble, Jane Freeman, Sandy Tew.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted with the Night (which see) or Phoenix series in a single order.



Phoenix 3 ed. by Nan Dibble. 7/93. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 176 p, much art. 

Standouts here are Janet Kilbourne's gritty, insightful story, “Always Possibilities” in which D forces V to face what protecting those he loves has cost him...and why it must stop. Jacquelyn Kapke's substantial novelette, “Another Life,” recounts V/D's courtship and marriage. While they're expecting their first child, they get some disturbing news. In the conclusion of Inez Paskal's novel “Where Man Meets Beast,” V searches for missing Jacob...and his peace of mind, lost in part 1 (published in P-2). Other fiction by Maxine Mayer (“Duty,” in which V decides to play hookey... and, by some coincidence, so does D), and Gloria Jones, whose “Masquerade” is an outrageous story of V being forced, by D, into a suit for the visit of her half-blind great aunt, with memorably ridiculous accompanying artwork. Poetry by Sandie Dapoz, Roxanne Shearer Koogler, Dibble, and Mayer; lighter/ humorous poems by Gloria Jones and Pat Farrar. Art by Jan Durr (cover and illos), Pat Farrar, Kriss Farver, Rosemarie Hauer (brilliant!), Jackie Kapke, Inez Paskal, Sandy Tew.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted with the Night (which see) or Phoenix series in a single order.



Phoenix 4 ed. by Nan Dibble. 7/93. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 190 p, much art. 

Stronger than P3, standouts here are Toni Lichtenstein Bogolub's “A Distant Inner Galaxy” in which tortured telepath Cassie (who first appeared in Bogolub's SND novelette Ad Astra), once Joe's beloved foster sister, tries to help Diana and Joe identify and capture a cop-killer. Rhonda Collins' splendid “The Power of Night” dramatizes the uneasiness of empaths V/D about coming to know each other too well during an excursion to the unpeopled deeps of the tunnel system. The zine concludes with the rowdy Mayer/Dibble collaboration, novella “Dustbowl Cafe” in which, in an alternate timeline, Diana, owner of an isolated Arizona cafe, is puzzled by the mystery of amnesiac/handyman Vincent, whom she rescued from a wrecked van. Then Gabriel, wife Catherine, and bodyguard Snow-a romantic triangle-arrive and in less than 24 hours, Gabriel's been murdered. This story, like Bogolub's, leans rather heavily on the upper border of PG-13. Also fiction by Ron Holla, Michelle Wilson, Lena Wood, and Mayer. A cycle of fine poems by Melissa Cook Baird; other poetry by Dibble, Mayer, Gloria Jones, and Roxanne Shearer Koogler. Art by Rosemarie Hauer (cover and illos); Jan Durr, Kriss Farver, Sandy Tew, Lena Wood, and Marsha Young.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per book if ordering 2 or more of the Acquainted with the Night (which see) or Phoenix series in a single order.



Phoenix 5 ed. by Nan Dibble. 7/94. V/D. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 156 p of smallish typeset type, mostly in columns, + much unnumbered art.

This volume in this fourth season series is diverse, with a broad spectrum of storylines covering a wide emotional scale. British writer Janet Kilbourne offers two stories. "All That I Have" tells of Diana helping Vincent recover from his overwhelming grief about Catherine's death by forcing him to reenter The Cave and again confront "The Other" who alone remembers what once happened there. Kilbourne's "Promises to Keep" has D virtually shanghai-ing V, by motorcycle, for a weekend in an isolated cabin in CT, a bittersweet but memorable experience for them both.

	In Dibble's "Veritas,"  during a moment of profound but unwelcome insight, D realizes why V lost his bond with C. She finds it nearly impossible not to be totally honest with V, yet can't tell him this truth she knows would shatter his new-found peace. Ironically, it's V who teaches D how to distinguish between what's really the truth and what's merely a fact.

	Rhonda Collins' story "Tyger, Tyger," an expanded retelling of the episode "In the Forests of the Night," offers insights into what V and Rolley felt during that difficult time. Collins finds dramatic parallels between Rolley's drug addiction and death wish and V's slow decline into the raging darkness of "the Other," despair, and death. Rolley is able to save himself with the gentle guidance of Father; V also recovers his hope, with the help of D's less gentle guidance.

	In the Continued Classic "Tunnel Rat" by Ann R. Brown, young Jacob befriends and brings Below a hostile, initially unappealing crippled street waif whose friendship and adoration of Vincent are initially disruptive but finally heroic, when the tunnels are threatened by a flood. This is a strong rendition of a child's acceptance of the healing that the love of the tunnel people could give. Jackie Kapke's "Lisa's Back" tells of jealousy and conflict set off by the dancer's return to the tunnels, causing a rift between Vincent and Diana whose passionate reconciliation leans heavily on the upper limit of PG-13. Ron Holla's "The Beast Within" tells of D's battle with her own "beast" when her sister is attacked by a serial rapist/murder...who is strongly portrayed as he tries to appease his own personal demons. The zine concludes with "Kindred Spirits," a novelette by Dibble and Maxine Mayer, based on the assumption that Snow and Gabriel are vampires...who again pose a threat to the tunnel community as Gabriel seeks to reclaim "Julian" and Snow seeks revenge. Also a section from Jena Snyder's sort-of B&B novel Kilkenny Cats (D's become investigator Megan Rourke, and Vincent is Tomas, a normal-appearing man hunted by the IRA and the police).

	Art by Sandy Chandler Shelton, Marsha Young, Jan Durr, Dragon, Sandy Tew, Rita Klemp, and Rosemarie Hauer. Also a color plate frontispiece by Victoria Brickle-Macky. Poetry by Dibble, Melissa Cook Baird, Sandie Dapoz, and Roxanne Shearer Koogler.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $25.00 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148. Deduct $2 per zine when ordering more than one from Therion Press (does not include those by Janet Kilbourne).



Phoenix 6 ed. by Nan Dibble. 6/95. V/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 145 p (mostly in columns), much art.

Despite the page count, this is a BIG zine, with ten stories, two novelettes, and considerable poetry and artwork. Smallish but legible typeset type in columns, through most of it, serves to keep the zine compact.

	Fiction by the usual gang, with the notable addition of Lydia Bower, a new writer whose "Similarities" and "Rightfully Mine" are particularly enjoyable (see also Bower's new zine, Lifesongs). In the former story, Vincent and Diana confront his claws...with a pair of clippers, which he may or may not choose to make use of. Diana makes clear to him that he's fine by her just as he is (to put it mildly) and that his similarities to humanity are much more important to her than his divergences from that norm. In the latter, after explosive reluctance Vincent finally admits to himself (and Diana) his true and long-denied feelings about Catherine, the bond, and their chaste relationship.

	In Jackie Kapke's "A Parent's Passing," Father is stricken by a stroke and speaks comfortingly to nearly everyone Below who dreads being without him, as Diana and worried Vincent look on. In the provocative and imaginative "The Crusade," Melissa Baird and Marsha Young theorize about what might have happened if Vincent continued to feel closest to Catherine in the act of killing...even after she was dead. In Jackie Kapke's "Distant Thunder," Vincent and Diana have a romantic, sensual interlude on her rooftop until they're driven indoors by a storm.

	Gloria Jones' "Whither Thou Goest" is a continuation of a previous story, Jackie Kapke's "Another Life" (from Phoenix 3), in which amnesiac Catherine, now married to a doctor with whom she's had two children, encountered Vincent in Central Park. This present story tells how she's unable to leave it at that, believing this shadowed figure holds the key to her forgotten past.

	Lena Wood (see also her new zine Dark Thresholds) presents "Copycat," in which Diana sets out to stop a murderer threatening to strike at someone in the cast of a rock musical about the legendary monsters of history...including the Beast. All Vincent's ambivalence about theater (he watched performances here with Lisa) and the public perception of the monstrously different become entangled with the story's plot. This story's headlong action, imaginative evocation of backstage life, and perceptive descriptions of the characters make it very good reading indeed. Virtually a novel in its own right, Rhonda Collins' "Journey's End" is a continuation of the storyline of her first Vincent/Diana series, in which married V/D are trying to come to terms with his having been forced to kill Modred, a son he never knew he had, and his difficult reconciliation with the Other because of this action. There is also a prospect of another child...and not Diana's...which they must confront.

	Nan Dibble contributes two stories and a novelette. "Legacy" tells how severely wounded Elliot drags himself Below and Vincent sets out to heal the man's corrosive grief and recover the best of his own memories, which he's afraid of losing to time. In "Thoughts Beyond Imagining," Diana finds herself forced to speculate on the meaning of the fact that Catherine never revealed her pregnancy to Peter Alcott, the one person she could have safely confided in. And in the novelette "Sebastian," Diana takes in a stray cat who, health and confidence renewed, sets out on a campaign to oust rival Vincent from Diana's loft. Vincent is forced to reexamine his ideas about "catness," and therefore about himself and his possible relationship to Diana, by this determined small aggressor feline. He decides that the best response would be for Diana to treat him like a cat, so that Sebastian will realize Vincent has rights, too. This leads to unexpected developments....

	As always, this series is provocative, thoughtful, and often romantic, and the writing and presentation are good to excellent. Poetry by Maxine Mayer, Dibble, Rita Klemp, Baird. Art by Rosemarie Hauer (including the cover, an especially striking Vincent portrait), Jan Durr, and Klemp.

$20 us $23 can $28 else to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati OH 45220-1148.



Possibilities 1—Only Angels Have Wings by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 4/90. V/C. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 68 p, no art, teeny print. 

Intriguing story with strong psychological insights. Involves alternate 3rd season when, after death, C is given the chance to return to the cave and try to make things come out differently. Examines the split between the bright and dark sides of V.

$12.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 2—Spirit by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 7/90. V/C. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 84 p, no art, teeny print. 

Two superbly written stories, says reviewer. In the first, “When Fortune Smiles” by Terri Blough, V/C bathe (separately) in her tub (tub???), then spend a quiet evening in her apartment, including eating fortune cookies; in the title story, by Prosser/Swope, V/C meet an older Holly Golightly (from Capote's Breakfast at Tiffany's)-still feisty and independent. Barb Gipson cover.

$12.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 3—Wormwood by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 7/90. V/C. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 62 p, teeny print. 

Fantasy novelette in which the Other (Dark Vincent) runs afoul of a sorceress, seeks Catherine's legal advice and help. Unusual, imaginative. Barb Gipson cover.

$12.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 4—When the Music Stopped by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 2/92. V/C. PG-13, 8½ x 11, 74 p, no art, teeny print, occasional art (Gipson). 

This must-have Classic novelette covers the aftermath of “Arabesque,” focusing on the problems Lisa both caused and revealed about V's inhibitions about love. As in the other volumes of the series, V attempts to come to terms with his irreverent, pragmatic, slangy Dark Side-here, a separate and intriguing character. Part of that adjustment involves giving the violence a harmless outlet: working out with a wrestler, for fun. Subplots and other developments include V's writing to Devin for advice about sex; V's stripping to discover if C will be repelled (she's not); C stubbornly learning to weave to make herself useful, Below; V's thoughts (an epilogue) about Jacob. The authors' writing, as always, is excellent; the zine is particularly thoughtful and insightful. Barb Gipson cover and sparse interior art. Briefly, back in print: if you want it, buy soon.

$12.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 5: A Beast on Broadway by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 9/93. V/C. about 80 pages; sparse art. 

A few short stories, one of which deals with a reporter who, a la Prof. Hughes, gets good photos, this time of C/V together, from a helicopter. Meanwhile C goes undercover as an understudy to the lead of a Broadway production of Beauty and the Beast, and V upstages a certain actor named Ron. Another story reprinted from a bygone zine. Surprisingly standard zine; no fireworks here. Note: when ordered with Possibilities 6 (which see, in New Zines section), total is $20.00 + $3.00 postage.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 6—Tombstone (Arizona) and the Beast or Who's a Pretty Kitty by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 3?/94. V/C. (PG), 8½ x 11, 73 p of smallish typeset print in columns, no art. 

In this zine, V is darted and trucked off to a private wildlife park near Tombstone, AZ. Once the awkwardness of meeting his inadvertent captors (they were expecting a lion cub) has worn off, V meets big cats face to face and close up. The story is more well intentioned than gripping. There's no threat and not much conflict, except for verbal sparring between eager rescuers Devin and Catherine, and some mild jealousy between C and the park owner's teen daughter. The story's only substantial issue is whether V will agree to travel cross country in Devin's Winnebago or be crated (quicker and safer) and flown back to NYC.

	There are extensive tours of the park and of TombstoneÞmore like a PBS special than B&B. A whole lot more talking and reflecting than doing. Those who like education with their romance will enjoy this more than those whose sole interest is heavy breathing.

When ordered with Possibilities 5, total is $20.00 + $3.00 postage.

$12.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Possibilities 7—Circus, Circus by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 12/94. V/C. (PG), 8½ x 11, 69 p of smallish typeset print in columns, no art.

Unlike the rest of the Possibilities series, this zine isn't about Vincent's "Other" side, though that incorrigible wise-mouth has some dialogue from time to time. Instead, this Classic novel confronts Vincent's animality in a different way: by having it exposed to a full media "circus" after Vincent's injured rescuing people from a fire; having it doubted by his reluctant physician; and finally having it adjudicated in court, where Vincent's human rights (or lack of them, legally) and, ultimately, his life are in the balance.

	For those who enjoy Vincent helpless and suffering, there's a lot of this here. For those that enjoy seeing Catherine determined and enduring against hardship and fear, there's lots of that here too. Those who've been wondering how Joe really would have reacted to Vincent get a perceptive take on that question, and fans of Elliot Burch and Devin will find much to delight them here, as well. The considerable medical detail of Vincent's illness and its treatment, in all its stages, hits a good balance, providing realistic grounding for the tale.

	In a hospital, Vincent's compassion inevitably makes a difference: he's not completely helpless all the time. And he comes to a believably Vincent-ish decision after moving in with Catherine, Above, and taking on the media circus head-on. Catherine's dilemma, in the story's final section, varies between wry (of the "Name 10 reasons Vincent would be an awful live-in significant other" variety) and sober, and the story's resolution is credible and happy only if you squint a lot and skate fast. There's more angst than amour, overall, but that's always been true of this duo's approach to B&B. As a whole, it's a very satisfactory and well-written story, the best this team has produced in some time and up to their very considerable mark. Highly recommended.

$15.00 us, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



The Power of Love See: BondStories 2.



A Prince Among Men ed. by Lorraine Cirelli and Roseann Buonadies. 5/95. V/C, PG-13/R, 8½ x 11, 152 p + much unnumbered art, typeset, color cover (Sally Perkins).

This handsome and well-produced anthology zine is well-edited and enjoyable overall despite some rather odd word use in places (for instance, "he dispatched with the rest of his clothing...."). Occasional stories are sexually explicit.

	In Dove Hodge's brief "Guardian Angel," 16-year-old Isabella comes to the tunnels and meets Vincent, who makes a strong first impression. Sally Stanton's "To Dream of the Future" has Vincent, after his first Winterfest with Catherine, recall the childhood first Winterfest he can remember, and the allure of the fabled tapestries. Stanton also offers "Courage for the Most Strange," in which Ron Perlman has a series of unsettling close encounters with Vincent...and contemplates the possibility of a Movie.

	Virtually all the rest of the fiction is by Cirelli and Buonadies. "The Devil's Initiation" is a long story in which Catherine investigates, then is taken captive by, a secret society whose initiation rites include rape and murder. Injured Vincent finds himself dependent on the sense of obligation of Mitch Denton, one of the sect, for Catherine's safety. After the story's resolution, the reader finds that the sect's backer is more sinister than was suspected. With good characterization, Cirelli's first-person vignette "'Till I Hold You Again" has lonely Vincent peeking longingly at a party Catherine is attending until she discovers him and reassures him of her love. In  the team's "Alliance," in which Vincent, seemingly deranged, challenges a lion in the zoo but in fact is coming to harmony with his bestial Other, to Catherine's delight as that personality, now integrated, intensifies their lovemaking, detailed fairly specifically. Also explicit is Cirelli's "Night Music," in which on an outing, Vincent and Catherine share a sensual interlude. In "More Than You Know," by Cirelli and Buonadies, Lena, intending to renew her intended seduction of Vincent, is chagrined to learn that he and Catherine have already become lovers. Jamie and Vincent are the focus the team's "What Friends Are For," in which Jamie, who has left the tunnels for what's developed into an abusive marriage, needs Vincent's aid in separating herself for good from unfaithful husband Paul, and both she and Vincent find that aid comes in an unexpected form. Devin features in the strong, substantial story "Rite of Passage" when, as a restaurant proprietor, he falls in love with spunky waitress Leila. When he brings her Below, she fits right in and loves the place, wants to stay...but Devin is increasingly restless, threatening the couple's happiness. In "The Roar of Lions, the Sacrifice of Lambs," V/C son leonine Zane is in love with tunnel girl Rowena, but Catherine opposes on the grounds of Rowena's parentage. But love, not to mention explicit sex, nevertheless finds a way....

	Cirelli's final story, "A Prince Among Men," is a fairy-tale setting of the story, with Princess Catherine lonely because the palace is built on a mountain of ice no one can scale. Carried off the mountain by a compassionate magic bird, she has a single day to meet her subjects and falls in love with one of them: Vincent. Despondent when she must return forever to her unattainable castle, she becomes the prize her father, King Charles, offers to whoever can scale the mountain. Guess who does? And guess who heard this tale as a child, influencing his future writing? You'll have to read it to find out.

	Art by Jan Durr, Jackie Kapke, Sally Perkins, Sandra Tew, Pam Tuck.

$21 us $23 can $26 else to Lorraine Cirelli, 207 Charlton Ave., Lodi NJ 07664.



Private Candles by Teresa Salas. 1991. V/C, mild R, 8½ x 11.

An earnest effort. Little information is available about this zine; help in securing a copy for a more complete review would be appreciated. However, author/publisher has assured us it still is available.

$15.00 us, sase else to Teresa Salas, P O Box 803033, Dallas TX 75380-3033.



A Promise of Eternity by Heather Peters & Lynne Arthur. 9/90. V/C, strong R, 8½ x 11, 86 p, sparse good art. 

Tastefully done alternate universe novel/love story written with a lovely romantic touch. Four pages of outstanding adult artwork by Susan Perry Lewis & Inez Brown.

$10.00 us, SASE else to Vicki Burke, 4311 McKee, Wyoming MI 49509. Send age statement (21) with order. Note: as of 9/97, this is a new publisher and price for this zine.



Promises to Keep-a “Children's Story” by Lynette Combs. 4/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 263 p, typescript, much author's art. 

Marvelous account of the intervention of Vincent and Catherine-particularly Vincent-in the life of Naomi, an abused street waif aged about five. This gentle, unsentimental, excellently written, and acutely perceived novel has excellent characterizations of all concerned (Father, Eric, and Geoffrey figure prominently) and much insight into the psychology of abused children-the suppressed rage, the fear, and the longing for love and trust. There are some romantic V/C moments but the novel's main focus is on Vincent and Naomi, whose adjustment to the tunnel world is anything but smooth. There's also suspense and excitement as Naomi tries to return to her mother, not quite admitting she knows her mother is dead, killed by the boyfriend who now seeks Naomi as the only witness. Illustrated not only with author's fine drawings but much silhouette art, as well. Moving, insightful, charming, this novel will enchant readers with a fondness for children's perspectives and for Vincent in his role of protector of injured children. Note: don't confuse this zine with Castles in the Air 2: Promises to Keep, an X-rated zine that's now out of print anyway.

$21.00 us, $23.00 can, $25.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518



Promises to Keep 2: Promises Fulfilled by Lynette Combs. 6/92. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 404 p, much author's art. 

In this long followup to Combs' excellent Promises to Keep (which see), on a forbidden excursion Above, young new tunnel resident Naomi is accidentally injured Above, taken to a hospital, then transferred to a holding facility, pending placement in a foster home. Nobody Below has any idea where she is: a feverish hunt is mounted. Most anxious is V. Meanwhile, the investigation of the death of the killer/boyfriend of Naomi's mother (dramatized in PTK-1) continues and the police also seek Naomi as a possible witness to the man's death. Both searches converge on the holding facility and frightened Naomi. All comes out OK. This book has the strength of its predecessor-V's special relationship with children-and also has more moments of tenderness and romance between V & C (compared to PTK-1). There is much of the author's excellent art, both full portraits and her fine, distinctive silhouette drawings.

$35.00 us, $40.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518



Quantum Beast 1: All's Well that Ends Well by Lee Kirkland. 3/90. V, (PG), digest, 60 p, very large print and line spacing. 

Cute, lightweight B & B/Quantum Leap crossover. Sam “leaps” into Vincent's body to rescue Catherine from Gabriel.

SASE to Lee Kirkland, 19211 E. Scott Place, Denver CO 80249. Ask for “The Epilogue”: 2 pg. conclusion to QB-1 (may be included, but why not play it safe?).



Quantum Beast 2: The Waiting Room by Lee Kirkland. 9/90. V, (PG), digest, 42 p, sparse art. 

Takes place simultaneously to QB-1. In Sam's body, Vincent impatiently waits in the Quantum Leap headquarters for Catherine's rescue. The on-target characterization makes this more dramatic and poignant than QB-1: Vincent gives it substance.

SASE to Lee Kirkland, 19211 E. Scott Place, Denver CO 80249



Quantum Beast 3: Lovers Leap by Lee Kirkland. 6/91. V/C, (PG), digest, 45 p, sparse art. 

Some years following the events of QB-1 & 2, Sam leaps into a helper but suffers a mild concussion, cutting him off from Al. Al asks Vincent's help to locate Sam and determine if Sam's supposed to help Teresa, a teenaged runaway...or someone else. Pleasant story ending on a cliffhanger; to be concluded in Roxanne Shearer Koogler's Time Knight, we're told.

SASE to Lee Kirkland, 19211 E. Scott Place, Denver CO 80249



Queen's Knight 1 ed. by Sandie Dapoz. 9/90. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 195 p, good art, large print. 

Karen Mitchell's poetry and 'Nea Dodson stories are wonderful. One of the best color covers ever.

SASE to Dapoz, Etc., 815 N. Broadway, Greenfield IN 46140



Queen's Knight 2-The Rising of the Lark ed. by Sandie Dapoz. 1/92. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 105 p + much unnumbered art. 

Mostly timeless Classic, but some 3rd and 4th season material, thoughtfully marked with asterisks. After two child-Vincent stories (by Dapoz and Cindy VanHouten), a well developed V/C story: J. A. Cliffe's “Three Wishes,” in which C tends V, a surly patient, and creates a surprise for the tunnel dwellers. Other stories feature tunnel folk: A. 'Nea Dodson's perceptive “Becoming Real” confronts Mary with the beautiful gifts Catherine provides to the tunnel children, as compared to what Mary can contrive. Cliffe's “Lost and Found” dramatizes young Pascal's two passions: for music, and for a tunnel girl named Erica. Vincent is very well portrayed, and a believable tunnel custom is detailed. Among Dapoz' many stories here, particularly effective are “Strong Hearts and Shadows,” in which adult Vincent reviews the beginnings of his “Other” side and the implications for Jacob, and “Silence Is Golden,” in which Diana teaches precocious empath Jacob why blurting out other people's inner secrets may be hurtful. The zine's poetry, by Dapoz and Karen Witkowski, is well written and varied in style and mood, mainly focusing on Vincent-bright side and dark. Examples: (from Dapoz's vivid “Prey”), The hunter moves with slow predatory grace/taking the fields and the hills without thought:/a birthright born in the blood/that is swifter than choice or hope,/ more real to the hand than words. (and from Witkowski's “Beast”), A scholar.../Who has never been to school./A warrior.../Who fights his greatest battle/within himself. Other fiction contributors include Karen Witkowski, Terri LaBrande, Penny Riddle. The art-by Pam Tuck, Lynette Combs, Dapoz, Lee, Anna Deavers Kelley, Tony Patterson, Mike Packer, Terri LaBrande, and Kevin Hopkins-is well done and well reproduced.

$25.00 us, sase else to Dapoz, Etc., 815 N. Broadway, Greenfield IN 46140



A Rare and Precious Thing by Claudine McCraney. 1991. V/C, G, 8½ x 11, 96 p, some art. 

This beginning zine wanders, especially in early sections, between present and past tense. Though it's otherwise set up as fiction, all dialogue is given in screenplay format. And yet this improbable, double-spaced, beginner's SND (Catherine in the witness protection program) novella is surprisingly, persistently endearing, and the artwork-charcoals by McCraney and her son Kevin-is absolutely first rate. The excellent artwork is enough to rate this zine at a higher level than the writing alone would merit. Buy it, if only to make the acquaintance of two very talented artists. Readers will hope to see more of their work gracing other zines.

$15.00 us, $17.00 can, $19.00 eur to Claudine McCraney, P O Box 8442, Akron OH 44320



Recipes from Above & Below ed./assembled by Emerald Coast Helper's Society. 1991. O, spiral-bound digest, 122 p, some art. 

Interesting, offbeat, fun. Flyer describes it as “200+ recipes collected from fandom's finest cooks to entertain and delight you and feed your hungry masses....” Recipes have names like “Narcissa's Magic” (meatloaf) and “Corporate Lawyer Lunch,” and “Food Fight!” (featuring Jello Cool Whip Salad). All sound frugal, do-able, nutritious. (No, the reviewer didn't actually try cooking them.) Also recipes from the Acovones and Dotrices, household hints, cooking tips, et al. With art by Dragon, Gipson, Wildman.

sase for price, availability to Media Solutions, 117 Racetrack Road NW, Suite #136, Fort Walton Beach FL 32547



Reflections, edited by Gloria Handley. 7/97. (PG) V/C, V/D, 206 + pages, much art, typeset, color front cover, b/w back cover (Kevin Barnes).

See New Zines section for review.

$23 US but SASE first for availability to Barbara Breuer, 4806 Aldrich Avenue N., Minneapolis MN 55430.



Reflections by Robert Mirnik, ed. by Jenny Bozovic & Marie Tillot. 5/94. O (Jacob) (PG), 8½ x 11½, 52 pages with largish typeset print, double spaced ¶s, some art. 

This zine, published by Australian fans, contains two stories, the first one, the brief "Full Circle," a preparation for the titular second. Stalwart 21-year-old orphan Jacob seeks and gets Catherine's old job with the DA's office. His preternatural strength allows him to lift a car off a lovely young lady with whom, though he flees the scene to avoid publicity, he feels his destiny is somehow entwined. Come to find out, she's named Dawn and wears a most significant RING. After the accident, Dawn, raised as a foster child in ignorance of her parentage, hires the investigator son of Diana Bennett (and Mark, presumably) to locate her rescuer. Soon Dawn and Jacob have met again and find each other most attractive. But danger lurks in Dawn's gradually revealed origins, which present a danger both to her and to Jacob. Since the very convoluted plot depends heavily on revelations intended to be surprising, to tell more would considerably blunt this fourth season story's impact. Suffice it to say that there's danger, suspense, and the blossoming of true love between its two protagonists.

	Not polished writing, but it moves right along.

	Occasional art by Kathy Fidge.

$15.00 us in Australian funds (either a International Postal Money order or American Express International Money Order); $10 from within Australia to Jenny Bozovic, Crystal Connection Press, B Blue Gum Crescent, Blaxland NSW 2774, Australia.



Remember Love, Always by Kaja Pristo. 2/92. V/C, (R), 8½ x 11, 113 p, good art. 

Good reading except for the fact that virtually all plurals have apostrophes, like possessives (hand's, eye's, etc.); some readers will find this distracting and annoying. Discounting the poor editing, the stories are interesting; if you don't mind iffy typography, you may well enjoy this more than the rating would indicate.

$16.00 us + $2.40 postage to Kaja Pristo, P. O. Box 627, Hollywood MA 20636.



Renascence by Victoria Monteleone. 7/90. V/C/D (friend), PG-13, 8½ x 11, 136 p, some art, large type. 

In this SND novel, amnesiac Catherine escapes from the “witness protection program” run by Gabriel's successor, meets Vincent near her grave, recovers her memory. Hints of romance between Diana and Stosh/Elliot.

SASE to Phoenix Press, PO Box 473, Helmetta, NJ 08828-0473. Portion of price donated to Pediatric Aids Foundation.



Renascence 2: No Safe Place but the Heart by Victoria Monteleone. 1991. V/C/D (friend), PG-13, 8½ x 11, 170 p, some art, large borders. 

This novel picks up where the first left off. With Catherine back in Vincent's arms, this work has time to delve into its characters, and it does. Subplots involving Elliot/Diana and Laina [sic] are explored along with the central issue of Catherine's adjustment to life Below. Gracefully written and absorbing.

SASE to  Phoenix Press, PO Box 473, Helmetta, NJ 08828-0473. Portion of price donated to Pediatric Aids Foundation.



Renascence 3: And a Candle Burning by Victoria Monteleone. 4?/92. V/C/D (friend), PG-13, 8½ x 11, 157 p, no art, large typeset type. 

In this third segment, Catherine and a cast of thousands (pretty nearly everyone we know, Above and Below) are drawn into the attempt to cope with the aftermath of the Black Book. Though the investigation seems stymied, Lucifer, Gabriel's superior, sets a beautiful and apparently amoral woman, Lillith, to discredit Joe and the investigation. When Lillith is shot, she's taken Below to heal, and treated by Devin, with whom there develop hints of romance. Elliot, Diana, Joe, and Laina [sic] are prominently featured, Laina in a subplot as she waits in helpless suspension for her daughter, Cathy, to die of AIDS. Lucifer's plans are eventually thwarted. There are some anxious and some tender V/C moments, but the story ranges over all the characters about equally, following the story's complex events. It's more an action story than a romance. The writing and editing are uniformly good, and most readers will find the suspenseful and credible storytelling enthralling.

$22.00 us (nj residents add 7% tax), $23.00 can, $26.00 else to Phoenix Press, PO Box 473, Helmetta, NJ 08828-0473. Portion of price donated to Pediatric Aids Foundation.



The Restoration Trilogy 1—Restoration by Molly George. 4/90. Out of print.



The Restoration Trilogy 2—Wildest Dreams by Molly George. 7/90.

Out of print.



The Restoration Trilogy 3—Ever After by Molly George. 12/90. 

Out of print.



The Return by Donna Boyko. 1/93. V/O: Elliot, daughter Kathleen; (PG), 8¼ x 12, 39 p, typeset, sparse art. 

In this brief 4th season novelette, Elliot Burch, surviving the explosion of the Compass Rose, is nursed back to health by a kindly Japanese herbalist. When V learns of Elliot's survival, he goes to him with an unusual request: that Elliot raise V/C's sole child, daughter Kathleen (???), as his own. Elliot agrees, and this is the first 9 pages. The story resumes 17 years later, when Elliot and Kathleen, who's known no other father but is well acquainted with the tunnel community, return from Europe. As you may gather, this story summarizes more than it dramatizes, moving quickly from event to event; yet there are moments of immediacy and intensity, as well. There's also an attack on Kathleen by the vengeful son of Max Avery, from which V rescues her as he'd often rescued C, to whose memory he's remained faithful. (Diana is briefly mentioned but plays no substantial role in the story's action.) Though rather sketchy, more an outline than a story, and though the author finds it necessary to stop the story frequently and give background on most of the characters, facts the average reader already knows, this is still pleasant reading. There's a poem by Katrina Relf and another by Jean Ingelow; Catherine Marsden contributes a portrait of Elliot, the zine's only art.

sase for price to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England, UK.



Rightfully Mine by Patricia Anne Kehoe. 5/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 166 p, some art, color cover, bound in a clear jacket with a slip-on spine. 

A good novel with a coherent plot and insightful characterizations. In an alternative to the pilot, assistant DA C is recruited as a helper by Peter Alcott and gradually becomes acquainted with V. As their relationship develops, C is held, with Joe, in a hostage situation. Injured, C then comes Below to heal. Her and V's love progresses quickly after that, with few conflicts or obstacles, culminating in their first Winterfest... and the night after. The zine is well edited and thoughtful. Good reading. Reviewer particularly commended Pat Wallerius' artwork, some of which is quite graphic and features sidal nudity and explicit poses.

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



The Roads Not Taken by Sandy P. Shelton. 12/94.

Not reviewed. Publisher's flyer describes it as a series of alternate and more romantically satisfactory developments taking off from ten first and second season episodes. "What was has been changed to what should have been." Illustrations by Sandy Chandler Shelton. Followed by More Roads Not Taken (which see).

$28.00 us (includes p/h), sase else to Joann Grant, 5316 Beverly Drive, Indian Trail NC 28079.



Sapphires and Emeralds ed. by Kaja Pristo. 1992. V/C, G-R, 8½ x 11, 98 p of large typeset type, every page with borders, occasional art (mostly computer graphics). The reader confessed to being disappointed with this Classic zine. There's quite a lot (11) of Carole Mayberry's poetry, which despite sterling sentiments, differs from prose primarily in how it's laid out on the page. It also is often rather obscure. Example (from “Awakenings,” p. 46): As all our energies are awakened/In the pursuit of perfection/Self-beauty is acknowledged/By the beholders negativity./If not for a conscience,/Whence would we see the need/For self improvement? and (from “Power,” p. 78): Taking power from the heart,/Transferring it to the mind,/ Confronted by an honest truth,/Forces will definitely be defined. If you enjoy these verses, you probably will enjoy the zine as a whole more than the Q-fer reviewer did.

	On the up side, there are also three stories by the always readable Ann R. Brown. In the long, substantial, “A City Built to Music,” V/C help reunite two lovers (one is Kristopher Gentian) and help an oppressed girl find a reason to live; meanwhile Father, severely ill, extorts V's promise to break off his relationship with C. V's loneliness and sorrow are compounded by the demands of the community that fall on him as Father's stand-in. An intriguing and well executed story. In the brief “Until the Stars Had Run Away,” Olivia and Kanin's wedding leads to an unexpected encounter for lonely V. Also brief (and cute) is “Messy Jesse,” in which V/C try to understand why tunnel tyke Jesse refuses to bathe. Anna Deavers-Kelley's story “Once Upon a Time,” handsomely illustrated by the author, is a tale of kingdoms (V's a prince) full of tangled relationships: Gabriel is Paracelsus' bastard son, by Tamara; Paracelsus and King/Father are brothers; C is learning magic from “the old blind woman,” and Mouse is the jester. Devin is in love with Lady Diana, who has a loveless marriage to V. Suzi Dean's “Someone to Hold My Hand” is married C's reflection on how comforting that is. Carole Mayberry's “Devotion” tells of V/C's encounter with a strange runaway.

	Other than computer graphics, the zine's only art is by Anna Deavers-Kelley.

$20.90 us, sase else to Kaja Pristo, P.O. Box 627, Hollywood MD 20636



Second Stories by Deborah A. Martin. 10/89. V/C, PG, 102 p, 8½ x 11, typescript. 

This zine admirably answers the question, “What happened next?” after the following episodes: “Remember Love,” “Ashes, Ashes,” and “The Outsiders.” The writing is competent and the situations are creative; Vincent messing around in Catherine's modern kitchen is worth a few chuckles.

$19.95 us, $21.00 can, $22.00 else to Martin Enterprises, P O Box 12211, Burke VA 22009-2211. VA residents add 4.5% sales tax.



Shadow Dancers by Rhonda Collins. 4/94. V/D. strong PG-13/mild R, 8½ x 11, 105 p small typeset type in columns, much art. 

Continuing the storyline begun in Legacy of Love and The Mirror of Our Dreams, D/V have become closer and yet farther away than ever. Open to each other with a fully functional two-way rapport (when D doesn't block it) since an equivocal but intense dreamlike erotic experience deep Below at the end of the previous book, they are separated by the concerns each of them has about losing control. V doesn't want to subject D to the Other or to the intense emotions of killing; D doesn't want V to share her descent into darkness as she tries to locate a man and his accomplice who have been brutally raping women and leaving them in abandoned buildings to die of exposure. But neither can keep out of it when a helper's granddaughter is the one abducted by the rapist duo. And they can't avoid what happens when D acts as bait to trap her wily and brutal opponent.

	Parts of this exciting tale may be upsetting to some, but it's good psychology and good storytelling from first to last. Though no age statement is required, know that some of the story's action leans heavily on the upper limit of PG-13 for both sex and violence.

	Includes headnote poems by the author and by Nan Dibble. Handsome artwork by the author, Rosemarie Hauer, and Jan Durr; cover by pro artist Kevin Barnes.

$20 us, $21 can, $25 else to Rhonda Collins, 4511 Allegheny, San Antonio TX 78229.



The Shadow Knight 1 ed. by Sharon Wells. 12/89. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 212 p, large print. 

Lots of stuff to read. SND 3rd season. One of the first & best “Catherine in the witness protection program, and what the hell does the ring mean?” stories.

$22.40 us, $24.00 can, $31.00 eur, $33.00 pac to Dapple�wood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Note: $22.30 for book rate postage for Canadian and foreign orders.



The Shadow Knight 2 ed. by Sharon Wells. 1/91. V/C/D, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 194 p, diverse print styles/sizes. 

Absolutely the limit in SND 3rd Season. Lots of stuff to read but.... Stories vary from superb to questionable, says reviewer. Let's count the ways we can bring Catherine back! Just about every possible scenario from Vincent descending to the Underworld, to zombies, to an amnesia victim wandering amidst Oregon trees (no fooling!). It boggles the mind....

$22.40 us, $24.00 can, $31.00 eur, $33.00 pac to Dapple�wood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Note: $22.30 for book rate postage for Canadian and foreign orders.



From Shadows into Light See: Daybreak.



...Shall Have No Dominion by Carolyn Kleinsorge. 6/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 128 p, very, very, very large print, wide margins, extra spacing, some art. 

Covers roughly a day in Vincent's life. But what a day! Catherine comes to him as a ghost and there's some very graphic sex; zine might be better rated as (R), as is the sequel. The following afternoon, during a visit to the Chamber of the Falls, Catherine returns and informs Vincent she'll be with him forever, tangibly-and visible to others, as well, if he so chooses. Other than the magic of the bond, no explanation is given for Catherine's return. Reviewers were divided about this zine; one found the premise unpersuasive and disliked words for the money, given the extremely large type and margins, and wide spacing. The other commented on the literate prose style, despite a few (very few) grammatical hiccups. Pro romance writer. This zine will be more appealing to SND fans than to readers less committed to Catherine's being restored to Vincent on any terms and regardless of the means. Art by Sherri White.

SASE to Dominion Press, 1325 Imola Ave. West, Suite 527, Napa CA 94559. CA residents add 7¼% tax. Given the mature content, we suggest you provide an age statement (18) when ordering.



...Shall Have No Dominion 2: the Next Waltz by Carolyn Kleinsorge. 1/91 V/C, (strong R), 8½ x 11, 230 p, good art. 

Well done novel. Follow-up to “Shall Have No Dominion.” This reviewer found “Catherine as a ghost” premise interesting. More graphic sex, as in SHND-1. Large print and margins but still worth the price, considering the longer page count. This story is more fully formed than the previous volume, exploring a bit beyond the fundamental premise. Pro romance writer. We gather publisher considers the graphic sex here as appropriate to an R rating. Followed by O Sweetest Song (which see).

SASE to Dominion Press, 1325 Imola Ave. W., Suite 527, Napa CA 94559. Send age statement (18) with order. CA residents add 7¼% tax.



She Walks in Beauty 1 ed. by Sue Krinard, with J. D. Miner & D. J. Humphrey. 1991?. V/C, strong R, 8½ x 11, c. 275 p, very large print. 

Color cover, interior artwork by Sue Krinard. A wide variety of stories, well edited.

SASE to  Little Buddy Press, 82 Hisey Crescent, Downsview, Ontario Canada M3N 1V1. Send age statement (18) with order.



She Walks in Beauty 2 ed. by J. D. Miner & D. J. Humphrey. 4/91. V/C/D (friend), (PG), 8½ x 11, 277 p, much art, typewritten, color cover. 

Classic, dealing with the immediate aftermath of the Trilogy, and SND 3rd season. Most of the zine is devoted to P. K. Sollenberger's “When Love Returns,” virtually a novel in itself. It's a well written but fairly standard “Catherine awakes from a coma, is reconciled with Vincent” story, with the addition of a threat from one of Gabriel's colleagues. There's some poetry. Other fiction contributors include Lynn Westmoreland, Sue Isle, Debbie Ristick, D. J. Humphrey and J. D. Miner, Jess Davis, and Janet Knights. Cover and excellent interior artwork for this volume by Catherine Marsden. Well edited.

SASE to Little Buddy Press, 82 Hisey Crescent, Downs�view, Ontario Canada M3N 1V1. Make check/mo payable to J. D. Miner.



She Walks in Darkness by Juliet Summers. 12/92?. V/C/D (friend), (PG-13), (8½ x 11), 258 p, bound with a metal clasp, no art.

From the flyer, an SND 4th season story about Catherine's slow recovery and return to the tunnels. Flyer has some dubious punctuation (it's for its) and spelling (handfulls) that may make some cautious. Not reviewed. 

$15 us/can surface, $25 air; £7.50 first class, £7 second class uk; £8 first class, second class eur; sase else to Juliet Summers, Flat 10, 12/14 Hereford Rd., Southsea, Portsmouth PO5 2DH UK. Cash only, outside Britain.



Shelter Me by Molly George. 1991.

Out of print.



Shelter Me 2-Time Wasted by Molly George. 2/93. 

Out of print .



Sherwood Tunnels ed. by Dianne M. Smith.

A substantial multimedia zine covering B&B and Robin of Sherwood. SASE for flyer if B&B is your only interest.

$24.00 us, $25.00 can to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. This is a new publisher for this zine.



On the Side of the Angels by Joyce Clarke. 5/93. V/C, (PG-13), 8¼ x 12, 59 p, little art, typeset. 

Delightful, brisk, suspenseful tale of the aftermath of “The Watcher.” V/C become lovers, but the Watcher's photos and C's diary fall into the hands of Max Avery (unseen crook mentioned in "Ozymandius"), who considers it payback time for everyone close to C-Avery's only way to V.

	Joe, Jennie, Peter, and especially Elliot are particularly well portrayed here, as well as various members of the tunnel community, including Mouse, Cullan [sic], and Father. The tale is fast-moving, well-imagined, strong in characterization, and readable despite remarkably poor proofreading and a multitude of excess commas that make reading this otherwise enjoyable novelette, too often, a matter of making allowances. There's also the occasional unintentional British usage, which is a bit jarring but only natural under the circumstances and not a problem, compared to the bad mechanics. Two pictures, one a V portrait by Rosemarie Hauer, the other a study of Pascal by Pat Paone, are the zine's only art. Despite all reservations, warmly recommended.

£3.50 uk, $10 else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England, UK.



Skyline ed. by Kathy Bayne. 11/90. V/C/(D), (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 145 p, largish print, some art, striking cover, perfect bound (like a paperback). 

After one wistful "childhood encounter" story, the zine presents a spooky SND novelette, “The Journey,” a retelling of the Orpheus & Eurydice legend. Catherine IS dead, but she does not rest, reaching for life through Diana, a medium in danger of losing her selfhood to Catherine's spirit. By leaping into the abyss, Vincent reaches the land of the dead to bring Catherine back. All fiction is by Bayne; there's also some poetry. The novelette, all in present tense, is better in concept than execution. The writing style is often stiff and awkward, and the punctuation is sometimes iffy; but the storytelling is good, with effective pacing and suspense, particularly in the section where Vincent is in the country of death. All writers must begin somewhere, and this is an interesting and generally readable start. SND fans may well enjoy this more than the rating indicates.

$21.00 us, $22.00 can, $26.00 else to Kathy Bayne, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305



Skyline 2 ed. by Kathy Bayne. 3/92. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 153 p, much art, borders, perfect bound (like a paperback), color cover (Pam Tuck). 

This anthology zine is Classic and Continued Classic except for a brief vignette (“By a Lake in the Mountains” by Maxine Mayer, about V and grown son Jacob). Otherwise, Catherine is very much alive and there is no hint of 3rd season events. The longest story here is Bayne's “Secret's Child,” in which C discovers Anna Pater's diaries. Reading them not only discloses secrets about V's origin but allows readers to make the acquaintance of an important person in Vincent's history. Notable among the other stories are “Harlequin Heart Ball” by Faye Brooks and Kathy Bayne, in which V/C go to a magical (really!) costume ball and are freed of limits...for a little while. And in Bayne's “A Gentle Rain Still Falls,” Kanin endures his time in prison, and the healing of Mrs. Davis (the dead boy's mother) is completed in a surprising manner. Other fiction by Melanie Strong, Leigh Dalen and Kathleen Ross; poetry by Bayne (Example, from “Central Park”: This is the time I revel in and feel rejuvenated/For in spring, it gave me hope/In spring it gave me you.), Robin, Belinda Keyes, Annette Lipp, Judy Darnell; art by Faye Brooks, Pam Tuck, Joan Ahlstrom, Gail Streigle, Derek Marrero.

$23.00 us, $24.00 can, $28.00 else to Kathy Bayne, 26 Dogwood St., Jersey City NJ 07305



Sleepless in Providence by Ann R. Brown. 5/95. V/C, (PG), 11 x 8½, 30 ++ pages, packed with art, three-hole punched and bound with ribbon.

Another unusual zine from the endlessly surprising and imaginative Ann R. Brown. Bound on the short side of the page, this one consists of letters (actually reproduced, in envelopes, variously handwritten, typed, and word-processed) exchanged between Vincent and Catherine after she moved to take that job in Providence following the events in "Nor Iron Bars A Cage." A letter is attached to one page, in its envelope, often sealed with sealing wax (Vincent) or a monogram seal (Catherine); on the opposite page is an appropriate illustration by contributing artists Connie Asch, Inez Brown, Nate Dryden, Wolf Forrest, Teri Milliman, Colby Pfeil, Sandy C. Shelton, Rita Terrell, Sandra Tew, Pam Tuck, and Paul Wunder.

	The exchange of letters is both poignant and in character (Vincent's letters are much longer, and studded with poetry) as Vincent tries to put up a brave front and encourage faraway Catherine while inwardly enduring the worst pain and despair of his life. Catherine is trying to balance an increased workload, Elliot's renewed advances, and the threats of an abusive husband who blames her for the dissolution of his marriage. During this time, Vincent also has the added stresses of caring for a foundling baby he's become much attached to and of Lucy (of "No Way Down") moving Below. There are also letters from Father (acerbic) and from Jamie (covered with stamp-pad stamps). Needless, perhaps, to say, the lovers are reunited, but the reader feels their separation almost as keenly as Vincent does, with intense immediacy even though one is confident things will work out in the end. It must signify something that the reviewer went through this zine, letter by letter, in almost uninterrupted tears....

	This is about as good as it gets. You want this.

$25.00 us, sase else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748.



Something Sacred by Robert G. Warring. 1991. V/C, (G), 8½ x 11, 41 p, some art, typewritten (all caps). 

A poetryzine. Although not intended as free verse, the poems only sometimes scan to a regular meter; rhyme sometimes, too. Those who'd agree with the author that fingertips can rhyme with lips, or blood with stood, will be able to concentrate on the ideas and sentiments, regardless of form. Very sincere. The art, by MOHAEK, is variable.

SASE to Crystal Ball Publications, P. O. Box 477, Nokesville VA 22123-0477. Make check payable to Robert G. Warring.



Something That Has Never Been 1 ed. by Barbara Hill. 5/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 124 p. 

Delicate, romantic short stories concentrating on Vincent and Catherine's relationship, best if read in small doses to appreciate each story. Well worth the contemplation.

SASE to Barbara Hill, 7039 Army, Detroit MI 48029



Something That Has Never Been 2 ed. by Barbara Hill, Becky Bain, Pat Leslie, Marie Sexton. 11/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 170 p. 

Inez Brown's artwork is a standout. Artwork is unnumbered. Wonderfully sweet Classic short stories by Hill, poetry by Janet Doctors and Pat Leslie. Art by Leslie, Brown, Janine Wills; cover by Ko Wicke. One story, “Love's Unrest,” is optional: it contains 3rd season material and Diana as a helper. Specify whether you want it or not.

SASE to Barbara Hill, 7039 Army, Detroit MI 48029



Something Wicked This Way Comes See: A Tale of Two Kitties.



Song of Solomon by Linda Mooney. 7/91. V/C, PG-13, digest, 57 p, color photo cover. 

A series of vignettes comprising a Classic novella based on the 22nd book of the Old Testament. Emotional and perceptive scenes as V/C cherish each other, growing closer with their love. Beautifully written.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230. Make check/mo payable to Lucy Green.



Songs of the Dream by Charlotte Asonovski & Rikki Danvers. 7?/94. V/C, PG, digest, 44 p, some art; typeset. 

Strong series of private journal entries and letters exchanged between Vincent and Catherine, often in reaction to some episode. There are also a few poems. Vincent's letters are very much in the style of those given on the "Vincent Letterline" on the phone here in the states; these loving but not sticky-sweet musings and exchanges read well in comparison to those scripted by Ron Koslow.

	A sample, from Vincent's journal, approximating the calligraphic-style type of many entries: It is late at night and above me the city sleeps, but I cannot. A thousand thoughts chase fiercely through my brain and steal all peace from within. And why? Because of a kiss, a simple soft press of Catherine's lips to mine; and I am beset by 'maybe's' and 'what if's.' It was so gentle, so sweetÞand it has turned my life upside down.

	I have never felt a kiss like that. Oh, I have been kissed. Mary kisses me, motherly kisses—forgetting my age. Father kisses me still at times, and I have had many sweet kisses from the children. The last kiss I felt which created such a storm in my soul was from Lisa. It was so long ago I have almost forgotten the feel of her lips, but I have not forgotten the aftermath.....

	If you find this sample absorbing, you'll agree with the reviewer that this zine has good, atmospheric reading throughout. Handsome artwork by Kathy Fidge.

$15 us/can, sase else; overseas orders in International Money Order drawn on Australian funds only; to Charlotte Asonovski, 21 North Street, Cooma, NSW 2630, Australia.



Sonnets and Roses by Madalena Mumford. 11/89. V/C, nr, 8½ x 11, np, large print. 

Mixed bag of stories. Some are quite good. At this price, you may want to take a try and sample.

SASE to Madalena Mumford, R. D. #1, Box 36, Townville PA 16360



South of Oz...the Fanzine ed. by Lisa Wildman and Pam Smith. 5/91. V/C/D, (PG), 8½ x 11, 77 p (plus ads), much art. 

Out of print: no longer available.



The Spiral Staircase 1 ed. by Lyn Roewade

The series as a whole is a miscellany of fiction, poetry, essays, and mix of very amateur artwork (including some art and writing by children) and the work of such artists as Pam Tuck and Barb Gipson. Good-natured and loving tributes to B&B.

sase to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 2 ed. by Lyn Roewade

See above.

sase to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 3 ed. by Lyn Roewade. 1990? V/C/D (friend), (G), 8½ x 11, 120 p, much art. 

A miscellany of fiction, poetry, LOCs, essays, and mix of very amateur artwork and the work of better-known fan artists including Pam Tuck and Barb Gipson. Some writing & art by children. Also trivia, a crossword puzzle, character study of Elliot, a movie review (Mr. Destiny), discussion of an episode, a report on a convention, and the kitchen sink. Good-natured and loving tributes to B&B. This issue is mainly 4th season; no SND, but Diana appears only as a friend. A strong story is “Resurgat” by Roewade, a serial continued in later zines; in this segment, Diana encourages Vincent to seek a college degree by mail. In “Legacy” by Sandra Orr, Vincent, Jennie and Nancy comfort one another on the anniversary of Catherine's death. In Roewade's strong story, “Return from Yesterday,” Devin rescues Vincent from the emotional backlash that followed “The Hollow Men.” Not a polished zine, but pleasant reading.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 4 ed. by Lyn Roewade

Not reviewed

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 5 ed. by Lyn Roewade. Summer, 1991. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 109 p, some art. 

This interesting and more consistent issue of this all-season Canadian zine continues two serials and has the usual mix of crosswords, puzzles, “sightings” of B&B castmembers, fiction, and poetry. Artwork here includes work by Beth Blighton and Pam Tuck, among others. In Chapter 3 of Roewade's serial “Resurgat,” Elliot tours Below and Vincent and Charles are injured in a tunnel accident. In Sandra Orr's “The Gift,” Catherine's spirit comes to inhabit dying Diana's body. Other fiction (Roberta Swinson's “Hope,” for instance) begins to suggest that Vincent “moves on” to loving Diana. “Look Ahead to Happiness” by Gwen Neilson has blind Kayla trying to adjust to life Below, with the help of Mouse. In the long story “From the Ashes,” Sandra Orr has Vincent collapse, sick, after Ashes, Ashes, to be tended...and bedded...by Catherine. Other fiction by Pat Dhillon and Darlene Little. Sandra Parker offers a profile of Pascal and, in “Truly Blessed,” throws Vincent a lavish surprise 4th season birthday party. Poetry by Sandra Parker, Darlene Little, and David Roewade.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 6 ed. by Lyn Roewade. Spring, 1992. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 106 p, some art. 

This catchall all-season Canadian zine becomes more interesting and polished with each issue. Besides trivia quizzes, cartoons, crosswords, brief essays, and other miscellany, this volume definitely signals reciprocated V/D romance, but there are also Classic stories, too. In Chapter 4 of Roewade's “Resurgat,” Vincent and Charles convalesce from their injuries...Vincent, with Diana's help. Sandra Orr's “To Dream Again” has V dying after the Trilogy, then reviving months later, to rejoin C before the birth of their child. Orr also offers “Nor Space and Time,” a B&B/STNG crossover story. Chapter 5 of Gwen Nielson's “Among the Stars” tells of V's encounter with extraterrestrials. In Sandra Parker's “Dancing Lights,” V and the children Below have a wonderful 4th season encounter with strange, but natural, lights. Art by Belinda Wojcik, Beth Blighton, Sandra Parker, Pam Tuck, others. Poetry by Mary Page and David Roewade.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 7 ed. by Lyn Roewade. Summer, 1992. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 115 p, some art. 

The usual miscellany. Stories include “Galen,” a 4th season story by Timothy J. Little in which Peter mistakenly rescues an injured double for Vincent and returns him to the tunnels, causing much humorous confusion. Sandra Orr's “Fate's Hand” spins off the pilot: Catherine was returned home, never having seen Vincent. They meet, instead, in the aftermath of “Nor Iron Bars A Cage,” after which V recuperates in C's apartment. In Orr's SND “No Dominion” C recovers, with difficulty, her memory of her past life...and V. Mary Page's “The Final Message” is from Elliot to V, after C's death. In Sheila Waters' “A Traveler from an Antique Land,” V meets a female lookalike and learns some secrets about his origins. “Only One Day in the Life of Young Jacob” by Marguerite Bray shows that life as filled with mischief and love. In the serials, Gwen Neilson's “Destiny Fulfilled” gives further developments of V's alien kin and in Roewade's “Resurgat,” V/D romance finally blooms. Sandra Parker discusses “Ashes, Ashes.” There are more “sightings” of former B&B castmembers and the usual puzzle, crossword, etc. Art in this issue is particularly nice, with work by Pam Tuck, Mary Page, Beth Blighton, J. Jung, Sandra Parker. Poetry by David Roewade, Sandra Parker.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 8 ed. by Lyn Roewade. Winter, 1993. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 92 p, some art. 

Maintains this series' standard for diversity and inventiveness. In the final chapter of Gwen Nielson's “A Dream Come True,” V and extraterrestrial lover Taiyanna marry and contemplate their future as two people from (literally) different worlds. Chapter 6 of Roewade's 4th season serial “Resurgat” describes Diana and Vincent combining to rescue Zack [sic] from a ring of child molesters, and V comforting Zack after this traumatic ordeal. In Sandra Orr's “To Follow Your Dreams,” V rescues C from Gabriel's skyscraper (which is then destroyed by divine lightning, thanks to Narcissa's intervention!) before she goes into labor and later stands by her through the birth of their child and the difficulties of letting those above know C isn't dead. And in Orr's “Destiny,” Gabriel escapes with Jacob/Julian after C's death, but the bond between father and son proves stronger than anyone could have imagined, with a surprising outcome when Gabriel and his entourage at last return from Europe to New York. There's a character sketch of Joe Maxwell by Sandra Parker and brief vignettes by Marilyn Mastin, Sheila Waters, Barbara Hill, and Roewade. David Roewade provides poetry, as do Lyn Roewade and Mary Page. As usual, there are puzzles and sightings. Art by Pam Tuck (a striking picture of V running!), Mary Page, J. Jung, Sandra Parker.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 9 ed. by Lyn Roewade. Winter, 1994. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 101 p, some art. 

In this especially strong outing of this potpourri all-season zine, there's much to enjoy. And, in this series' continuing stories, much to look forward to, as well, in future issues.

	There's the usual miscellany: sightings and current doings of B&B castmembers; a crossword; a trivia quiz; some cartoons and limericks (by L. Roewade); discussion of "Song of Orpheus" by Sandra Parker. Particularly thought-provoking in this miscellany is a well reasoned and well put essay on the reasons for, and dramatic effectiveness of, B&B's controversial 3rd season, by Janet Kilbourne. It complements Sheila Waters' appraisal of the divisive tendencies that sometimes surface within the fandom and her appeal for charity, helpfulness, and toleranceÞthe values of the tunnel community (reviewer's comment, not Waters'). Sue Haley provides Vincent's journal musings about what Winslow meant to the community.

	In the fiction, in "Chronicler," Joanne Gillmeister tells of Amanda Danning, writer and helper, who's recruited by Father to write down the stories, the history, of the tunnels. Amanda accepts the chore eagerly, not least because it promises opportunities to be around Vincent. Rhonda Collins' lighthearted anecdote "Once Upon a Hot Roof" describes Diana's unconventional method of getting Vincent to remove some of the stifling layers of clothes during a NY heatwave. The newest chapter of Roewade's continuing story "Resurgat" has Vincent and Diana quietly sightseeing through the tunnels and, prodded by Narcissa, about to enter a new phase in their relationship.

	Sandra Orr's "Out of Friendship" posits a different, and less difficult, progression from friendship to love between V/C, starting in the pilot. Orr's "Hindsight" has C blackmailed into marriageÞnot only loveless but sexlessÞwith Elliot, who comes to regret mightily (and for reasons you won't guess) his breaking their agreement by attempting to rape her. Roe�wade's "The Second Blossoming" has V rather bemusedly acting as confidante and go-between for uncertain lovers Cullen and Sarah. And in the zine's final story, "I Know Who You Are" by Sheila Waters (reprinted from a British zine), toddler Jacob's display of increasingly aggressive tendencies troubles V, who fears they are a mirror of his own dark Beast nature surfacing in the child, otherwise seemingly so normal. Poetry by Tom Shapiro and Ron Hellard, David Roewade, Junior Charles, and Sandra Parker. Art by Pam Tuck, Mary Page, Jan Durr, Kathy Palumbo, Bev Ingle, Barb Gipson, M. J. Bray, J. Jung, Sandra Parker. Highly enjoyable.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



The Spiral Staircase 10 ed. by Lyn Roewade. winter, 1995. V/C/D. (PG), 8½ x 11, 69 p, some art. 

This Canadian all-season zine has become a happily anticipated annual pleasure for many. This issue concludes Roewade's V/D novelette, "Resurgat." In the present installment, Vincent completes his absentee college studies, comes to a new understanding with Diana, and accepts his right to have, and claim, a life of his own, in addition to his role as a member of the tunnel community.

	Sandra Orr's "Happily Ever After" presents Vincent's twin, David, whose empathic sense, more intense than Vincent's, has become a debilitating curse that has exiled him from nearly all human contact. But in the wake of Vincent's recovery of Jacob, David is astonished and gratified to find the nearness of one person—Diana—makes his awareness of others' pain magically and blessedly vanish. And if that were not enough happiness in a single story, Joe Maxwell unwillingly reveals that Catherine is alive, comatose, and all hasten to recover her to the world of the living and loving.

	In Roewade's "A Stain on His Character," Elliot Burch, now living Below, justifies himself concerning the first and second season events that gave people of the tunnel community a negative impression of him without understanding his perspective on things.

	British writer Janet Kilbourne discusses Father's role in the community and treatment of Vincent in "Father—the Outcast Creator," an essay. In another essay "What It Is All About" Sue Evans emphasizes third's season's theme of transcending sorrow and suffering as a vital component of Beauty and the Beast as a whole and a valuable perspective on life for those who love the series. Also several poems by David Roewade and other poems whose author(s?) isn't identified. A cartoon, a word search game, and sightings of cast members are also included. Artwork by Pam Tuck, Mary Page, Rhonda Collins, M. J. Bray, J. Jung, and Sandra Parker.

$18.00 us, $15.00 can, $22.00 else to Lyn Roewade, 223 Cassandra Blvd., Suite 1003, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3A 1V3.



Storms 1-3 by Maxine Mayer. 1991-1992.

Excellent all-season (leaning to Classic) collections of the author’s short stories, novelettes, and poems.

Inquire about price, availability to Therion Press, 379 Amazon Avenue, Cincinnati OH 45220.



Straight from the Heart by Avril Bowles. 1995.

Described in author's flyer as an Adult novella in which, after 20 years of blissful marriage, Vincent and Catherine find something happening that will threaten the very fabric of their Happy Life...a devastating event that needs very careful and sensitive handling by Catherine. Author guarantees a wonderfully happy ending with Vincent and Catherine alive, well, and in love. Help in securing a review copy would be appreciated.

£6.75 uk, £8 eur, $15 us (cash only) to Avril Bowles, 15 The Spinney, Hook, Hants RG27 9DE, England. sase this prolific and accomplished writer for info on her many other zines, as well.



The Sun in the Stone by Lynette Combs. 1992. V/C, (G), digest, 45 p, much author's art. 

Fine, thoughtful poems-some narrative, some lyric-by one of fandom's best poets. Most are rhymed and metered; all are well crafted and moving. Sample (from “Memories and Dreams”): And I remember books and stories/full of new and ancient glories/we can find a way to share-/a gallant knight, his lady fair.../I'll keep you safe from hate and harm./Stand in the circle of my arm,/and dream of us forever here.../my Arthur, to your Guinevere. The tone is generally quiet and gentle rather than fevered with longing. Lavishly (considering it's a digest zine) and handsomely illustrated by the author.

$10.00 us, $12.00 else to Lynette Combs, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518



A Tale of Two Kitties by Kim Prosser & Lisa Swope. 9/93. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 96 p (+ sample from a forthcoming zine), occasional art, color cover (Gipson) available, standard typeset (not in columns). 

This is a tale of Vincent/Catherine's terrible tot who enjoys terrorizing the other children and causes a considerable problem between his parents. Good perception of children (as always from this team), fine reading.

$15.00 US, sase else to Kimberwicke, PO Box 1114, St. Augustine, FL 32085-1114.



Tales from the Litterbox by Sherri and Sandi Hawke. 1/88. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 52 p, some art. 

An irreverent Vincent/Catherine parody zine. Catherine has: a German Shepherd named “Killer” and a tomcat felinoid named Vincent. Vincent, in turn, has: whiskers, a tail, no morals, foul language, a habit of getting high on catnip and then throwing up, and a distinct resemblance to “Fritz the Cat.” He's not litterbox-trained, either. Reviewer called it the Andrew Dice Clay of B&B zines. Aims to annoy, amuse: succeeds. The romance-allergic may find it likable: there's wit here, for the strong stomached, and the writing is competent. The interior cartoon-style art (by Melody Rondeau) is wicked and witty, given the story's premise.

$5.50 us to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



Tales from the Litterbox 2 ed. by Peg Kennedy and Bill Hupe. 2/93. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 83 p, clear typescript, some art. 

Not satirical, like the previous volume, this anthology zine seems more like an introduction to B&B than an exploration or extension of its themes. Parts are multimedia (mixing B&B with characters from other series).

	In Teri Sarick's anecdote "Tunnel Child," the titular child muses on what it means to be rich. In Anne Davenport's "Cat's Parlor," V has a fairly humorous run-in with Spiderman. Louann Qualls' brief "Lion in the Park" involves V with a Timelord (Dr. Who) named Aslan. The substantial novelette "Project: Prototype" by Gamin Davis, deals with V's origins as ex-Nazi doctors' experiment in breeding a master race. In all of these stories, V's relationship to C is acknowledged, but not the focus. It gives the stories an oddly distant air. But the writing is competent and the storytelling moves right along. Multimedia fans may enjoy this more than those whose fascination extends only to B&B.

	Poetry by Gamin Davis, Michelle Perry, Jenny Bozovic. Art by Cindy Brink, Anne Davenport, Gamin Davis, TACS.

sase for price to Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe.



Tales from the Tapestry 1: Through the Crystal Tapestry by R. Dean Becker. 6/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 143 pages, large type, much art. 

Continuation of novelette found in 'Neath the Sidewalks of New York 1. After Vincent and Catherine's wedding, a tapestry in the Great Hall proves more than it seems and they are thrown into a fantasy semi-medieval world where one of the two local races are people like Vincent...and the other isn't exactly like Catherine. Pleasant reading. Contains more ideas than get developed fully. A mild X, considering.

$21.40 us & else (book rate); $23.00 can; $30.00 eur; $32.00 pac (air) to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (over 21) with order.



Tales from the Tapestry 2: To Weave the Tapestry Anew by R. Dean Becker. 9/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 211 pages, large type, much art. 

In this best, second volume of what bids fair to be an ongoing series, Vincent and Catherine try to come to terms with having been forced (in TFTT-1) through an interdimensional gate into the feuding factions of the more or less late-medieval fantasy world where Vincent is heir to the kingdom of an imprisoned king awaiting ransom. To deliver that ransom and escape factions who want Vincent either captured or dead, Vincent, Catherine, Mouse, and others, particularly Vincent's half-brother Aedain (a charmer!) undertake an exciting, dangerous, and absorbing journey. A strong plot enhances the pleasant inventions that go unbridled and rather aimless in the earlier volume. The sex is married and reasonably sedate. Pam Martin's art is wonderful.

$23.00 us & else (book rate); $24.50 can (air); $31.00 eur (air); $33.00 pac (air) to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (over 21) with order.



Tales from the Tapestry 3: New Patterns in the Tapestry by R. Dean Becker. 1991. V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 195 pages, large type, much art. 

Further doings in a fantasy world inhabited, in part, by people like Vincent, where Vincent's now a king; just about everybody's happy, happy, happy, though Vincent's briefly-seen brother, Aedain, and Fiona, a witch, show promise of a few interesting sharp edges. Pleasant, un-taxing story with graphic sex scenes every 40 pages or so. The art, mostly by Pam Martin, is vivid and excellent.

$23.00 us & else (book rate); $24.50 can (air); $31.00 eur (air); $33.00 pac (air) to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (over 21) with order.



Tales of Love and Hope 1: the Beginning by Patricia L. Ryan. 5/91. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 138 p, clear typescript, some art. 

Seven rather awkwardly written Classic stories by Ryan. “Masquerade” follows the storyline of author's Trial Run (which see); V/C host a Halloween party Joe attends, then V/C go to the theatre. In “Devin Strikes Again,” V/C/Devin share an outing, with flashbacks and keepsake photos. You get the idea. Stories are loose and rambling, but not completely without structure. Art by Barbara Gudlauski and Shirley Leonard.

sase to Patricia L. Ryan, 1 Greenleaf Rd., Baltimore MD 21234



Tales of the Dream ed by Charlotte Asonovski, Rikki Danvers, Kathy Fidge. 7?/94. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11½, 156 p + much unnumbered art; clean typescript. 

Pleasant Classic zine by Australian fans. Stories, according to the attached flyer, may or may not all be by the same author, Asonovski: at least, the only ones identified are hers. Some are continuations of each other. Some are set during Vincent and Catherine's courtship whereas others are Continued Classic.

	"On a Darkling Plain" has Paracelsus threaten the tunnels with mustard gas, which leads Vincent and Catherine to try out divers' wet suits together in the pool below the Falls, a tale continued in "Water Music." "A Different Drum" involves Pascal with deaf ex-CIA cryptographer Ruth. In anecdote "No Way Through," Vincent is kept out of the bathroom by a surprisingly flimsy (if intimate) barrier. In "The Reebok-eteer," Vincent finds he loves running in the Reeboks Catherine has given him...so much so that he (at least temporarily) leaves her behind. "Starry, Starry Night" offers sensuous interludes as Catherine spends a much-needed vacation Below, leading to further romantic developments, a wedding, and a child. In "Operation Mouse Trap," Jamie attempts to get Mouse's undivided (and romantic) attention and succeeds only too well when they're trapped by a rockfall. In the lighthearted "What Great Beast," Catherine accuses Vincent (groundlessly, as it happens) of having absconded with her hairbrush. And in the Continued Classic "The King of Hell," dead Paracelsus' followers kidnap young Jacob...to be their king.

	At least some of the included poems are by Asonovski, as well. Generally handsome artwork by Kathy Fidge.

$30 us/can, $32 eur, $22 aus, $25 New Zealand; overseas orders in International Money Order drawn on Australian funds only; to Charlotte Asonovski, 21 North Street, Cooma, NSW 2630, Australia.



Thighs & Whispers ed. by Beth Blighton. 1/92. V/C, (X), 8½ x 11, 110 p + much unnumbered, gorgeous art. 

“A progression of erotica.” Most of the fiction-a mix of full stories and brief vignettes by Blighton, Pat Almedina, and Kathy Cox-has a sensual, not sexual, focus. Cox's “Her Hands” is Vincent's meditation, alone by a bathing pool, on being starved for touch. Blighton's “Growing Pains” recounts the innocent massage of aching muscles between Lisa and her young friend, Vincent. Both stories are powerful and insightful, not specifically erotic. Almedina's “Once Upon a Faerie Tale” offers a romantic, lyrical alternative of V/C's meeting: V is the immortal lord of a faerie castle; Lady C, engaged to Lord Elliot, becomes lost in the wood, is rescued from wolves by V and, as his guest, falls in love with him. Fans of Cox's Destiny series will be pleased that two “small seductions”-“Enough” and “Adoration”-appear. In Blighton's “Of Time, Love and Tenderness,” C gently ministers to a mute, injured V after the Trilogy, culminating in a memorable shared bath, emphasizing character and situation, not just heavy breathing. Also more vignettes from Cox, Almedina. The adult art-by Blighton, Pam Tuck, Rita Terrell, and Barbara Gipson-is predictably splendid...and graphic, with frontal nudity.

$25.00 us, SASE else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller, Suite 601, San Antonio, Texas 78230. Note: this is a new publisher for this zine. Send age statement (21) with order.



Thin Walls by Jess Davis. 1990. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 120, no art, large print. 

Quiet 4th season novel in which Catherine returns as a ghost. She and Vincent (who, at first, is the only one who can see her) discuss whether she ought to remain with him permanently. Young Satanists are holding ceremonies involving the sacrifice of children in an outlying tunnel: the approach must be sealed before Joe can investigate. Jenny/Joe romance blooms.

$18.00 us, $19.00 can, $22.00 else to Sharon Snyder, 4692 Platinum Dr., Rio Rancho NM 87124



Of Things That Are Not But Should Be by Michele Hawley. 1991. V/C/D?, R, 8½ x 11, 132 p, no art. 

“A Life That Can Never Be” with Vincent mowing the lawn and Catherine nagging at him, amid numberless bratty children, is priceless and worthy of its award nominations. Novelette “Alive and Well in New York” is also good reading. The zine as a whole is uneven but worthwhile.

$20.40 us, $23.00 can, $25.00 else to Michele Hawley, 31570 Armada Ridge Road, Richmond MI 48062. Send age statement (18) with order.



Though They Sink Through the Sea by Debbie Nockels. 1/91. V/C/D, (R), 8½ x 11, 107 p, typeset, some art. 

This well-written SND novelette opens with the beginning of “Walk Slowly.” After Catherine's funeral, it hop-skips in short scenes to the explosion of the Compass Rose and then to the end of Invictus. Then Joe tells Diana that Catherine is alive...but comatose and under police protection. Does Diana tell Vincent? Does Catherine rouse from the coma? What do you think? This now-familiar scenario is competently presented, with good characterizations and literate writing. The second half of the story consists solely of sex and is pretty graphic, once it gets going. Art by Holly Reidel and Sherri White.

$17.00 us, $19.00 can, $23.00 else [a corrected price] to Debbie Nockels, CrystalFire Press, 9196 Fox Run Drive, Brentwood TN 37027-7480. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Through the Eyes of Innocence ed. by Chris Dolan. 11/90. 

Out of print.



Tim'rous Beastie ed. by Linda Mooney & Lucy Green. 4/91. V/C/D/O:Mouse, G, digest, 59 p, much art, color photo cover. 

Mouse stories, some Classic, some featuring Diana (without romance). Never before has such a small digest zine packed such a giant wallop of talent. A gem, with treasure on each page. “Fixit” by Lucy Green has Mouse repairing Dr. Who's tardis; Beth Druhan's “The Magical Mouse” is a charming Mouse-origin story. Another is Roxanne Koogler's “And Thus It Will Go On....”: magical, sweet, and quite plausible. P. S. Nim's cartoon “Separated at Birth” has to be seen to be believed: one of the better fannish “in” jokes. In “Spare Change,” Kay Simon shows how Mouse and Cullen resolved their relationship after “Fever.” “Babes in the Wood” by Lucy Green deals with baby-sitting; Linda Mooney's “For She Loved Much” deals with C's tentative relationship with the world Below. And Sharon Wells' “A Mouse and His Dog” tops things off satisfactorily. Art by Lynette Combs, Cheryl Duval, Lukas & Kristy Effinger, Barb Gipson, Pam Tuck, Phyllis Berwick, Sue Glasgow. And this is a digest zine! Well worth owning and keeping even at twice the price.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackon Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230. Make check mo payable to Lucy Green.



The Trials of Life See: Beauty and the Beast-The Trials of Life.



Trial Run by Patricia L. Ryan. 9/90. V/C, (strong PG-13), 8½ x 11, 151 p, occasional drawings by author. 

Catherine decides to spend her 6 weeks of vacation Below; Kanin is freed; Devin reveals a son; Father and Mary go to the theater; and V/C have non-detailed sex fairly often. Writing style is very uncertain, as are spelling and punctuation (one memorable line: “Eddie [Edie] brandished a sly grin.”)

SASE to Patricia L. Ryan, 1 Greenleaf Rd., Baltimore MD 21234



TunnelCon III ed. by Carol Kyne and Russell Allen. 7/94. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 132 p, large typeset type in columns. 

As one has come to expect with convention zines, the reader is presented with a series of stories, poems, and artwork that is designed not to offend...or startle...anyone. As a result, this entirely pleasant and readable zine is enjoyable, if a bit bland. Occasionally the proofing could have been better.

	There are, however, exceptions. The lead-off story, "In Another Year" by Cynthia Hatch, is child C's troubled and seemingly random nighttime musings on her unfulfilled desire for a pony...or some other animal [the reviewer's italics]...who would be her best friend, always sympathetic and protective, during what the reader gradually realizes (and the child doesn't) is C's mother's final illness. An ambiguous and masterfully handled stream-of-consciousness collage.

	Sara Conklin's "The Street Where You Live" tells of one veteran street dweller's attempt to protect another, an infant, with implied comparisons to V's own beginnings. Wayne Kelley's "A Gypsy Never Forgets" is a story of further developments with Tony Ramos. In Becky Bain's "Green-Eyed," Lisa returns and C's suppressed...and not so suppressed...hostility is complicated by Geoffrey's puppy-love crush. In Ann R. Brown's "Ich Liebe Dich," William prepares a special Winterfest banquet of sauerbraten for his German sweetheart, Heidi. Betty Neiswender's "Jurassic Park Central," a fact-based story, has tunnel dwellers discover the dinosaur statues buried by a hostile bygone city administration in Central Park...to the delight of young Daniel, the most dedicated of dinosaur-fans.

	Other contributors include Margaret Davis, Sara M. Conklin, Nancy Mastandrea, Lynette Combs, Helen Commodore, Linda Mooney, Catherine Edwards, Anna & Wayne Kelley, Peggy Garvin, Rebecca Marcus, Ben Russell, Sherry Anne Sanfilippo (with a tale of the Vincenti), and Sally Wright (with an SF sequel to her Hold Fast the Dream). Art by Anna Kelley, Pam Tuck, Dragon, Sandy Chandler Shelton, Phyllis Berwick, Shirley Leonard, Lynette Combs, Ben Rossell, P. S. Nim, Kriss Farver, Colby Pfeil.

SASE for price to Deborah Martin, P. O. Box 1211, Burke VA 22009-2211.



Tunnel Dweller's Guide to Family Activity Nights by Sandie Dapoz. 1990. O, (G), 8½ x 11, 53 p, no art but w-i-d-e fancy borders. 

This pleasant oddity is a list of simple activities parents and children can do together-example: take off your shoe and kick it as far as you can. Another: read a book on astronomy, then locate constellations in the night sky. Each activity comes with a suggestion for refreshments. A brief bibliography of suggested readings is at the back. The reviewer thinks they probably do such activities in the tunnels!

$10.00 us, sase else to Dapoz, Etc., 815 N. Broadway, Greenfield IN 46140



Tunnel Visions 1-4 by Sharon Reynolds. 1989-1991.

SASE for price, availability to Sharon Reynolds, 330 E. 288 St., Willowick OH 44094.



Tunnels of Love 1 ed. by S. E. Seliger. 6/89. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 113 p, some art, typewritten. 

First try in this series, considerably less polished than what follows. Iffy spelling, occasional dubious grammar, typos, pretty primitive art (J. Ley an exception), for instance. Generally, in these stories, two fairly generic people who happen to be named Vincent and Catherine have sex. No hangups, no insecurities, no issue of difference. Just a good roll in the hay and then smile a lot. In one story (“Between Dusk and Dawn...” by Linda Virginia Shelley) they go out to dinner, then have sex. And that's the whole story. People tend to have “orbs,” rather than eyes. Lots of “throbbing” this and that.... You get the idea. However, the three linked stories by Catherine Victoria Lee have a little more substance. Overall, pretty basic stuff here. It helps to have a flexible and robust sense of humor. Lots of fans have gotten great (if unintended) amusement and delight from this zine. Great for sleepover meetings and late night communal readings at cons....

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 2 ed. by S. E. Seliger & Sharon Wells. 3/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 136 p, much art, large print. 

Variations on a theme. One reviewer commended “The Swan,” by Lynne Arthur, in which V tries to satisfy C's sexual longings by sending Devin as a stand-in lover; another recommends “Sweet Revenge” by Linda Mooney, structured as an escalating series of V/C practical jokes culminating in sexual feelings transmitted through the (two way) bond. The art's better (compared to ToL-1), too, particularly that by Susan Perry Lewis.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 3 ed. by S. E. Seliger & Sharon Wells. 5/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 105 p, much art, large print. 

C's pregnant quite a lot in this zine, complicating her and V's marital routines. But of course there's always what happens on the table in the Great Hall (“The Great Hall” by Nena Rey).... Vincent as a gothic menace/lover complete with whip will startle some folks. Dream sequences, occasional poetry, no first-time stories. Four connected stories by S. E. Seliger have the most perception into the characters, if that's what you're looking for. Another reviewer picked out the fiction by Catherine Victoria Lee for special commendation.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 4 ed. by S. E. Seliger & Sharon Wells. 2/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 110 p, much art, large print. 

More hot times in the tunnels.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 5 ed. by Catherine Victoria Lee. 3/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 96 p, much art, large print. 

Concentrates on V/C's ongoing sexual relationship rather than “first time” stories. Jacquelyn Kapke's “Have My Way with You” offers some interesting psychosexual insights; “The Knight of Her Dreams” by R.A.H. is a frame story linked to the conclusion of “The Outsiders.” C dreams herself a medieval lady ordered, by King Arthur, to marry his loyal knight, Vincent D'Valles. She becomes reconciled to the idea.... Variable art by Joan Ahlstrom, Barbara Gudlauski, Jacquelyn Kapke, Sharon Wells, Sherri White, and Alice A. Baltes (excellent). Other contributors are Lee, Nina Thomas, Linda Mooney, Anne Evans, and Kathy Babcock.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 6 ed. by Sharon Wells and Catherine Victoria Lee. 10/91. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 111 p, much art (1 in color). 

Standout story this time is “The Rest Does Not Have to Be Silence” by Jackie Kapke. A spinoff from “Ceremony of Innocence,” the story has V collapsing, then slowly recovering, in C's apartment. Perhaps more details about V's bathroom habits than you really wanted to know, but much loving concern and insight, as well. Besides, of course, explicit sex-in and out of the shower. Also fiction by Kapke, Pearl Harri, Ann R. Brown, Linda Mooney, Randi Pressman, C.V. Lee; poetry by Nina Thomas, Sharon Wells; art by Alice Baltes, Barbara Gudlauski, Jackie Kapke, Susan Lovett (with a color picture of nude, frontal Vincent viewing himself in a mirror.)

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnels of Love 7 ed. by Sharon Wells. 5/92. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 98 p, much art. 

Contains “Aftermath,” by C. V. Lee in which C dreams a SF tale of crashlanding on a planet where guess-who lives. Romance ensues. Later, V spends time reading steamy romance novels, he and C discuss them, then go to bed. In Kathy Babcock's “Over the Rainbow,” we find, to our astonishment, that the world Below has strict rules against cohabitation by unmarried couples, enforced by a kind of morals police that peek into chambers at night. How awkward for V/C! In Babcock's “The Rehearsal,” V/C get more into...and out of...a love scene than anybody'd expected. Other fiction by Linda Mooney, Lizabeth Allan, Jackie Kapke, Donna Vazquez. Poems by Sharon Wells. Art by Rosie Badgett, Alice Baltes, Jackie Kapke, Sharon Wells.

$19.00 us, $20.00 can, $29.00 pac, $27.00 else to Dapplewood Press, c/o Bill Hupe, Footrot Flats, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason MI 48854-9445. Make check/mo payable to Bill Hupe. Send age statement (21) with order.



Tunnel Tales ed. Gwen Lord & Jaqui Clarke. 9?/93. V/C. G, digest, 58 p, no art, small typeset type. 

See New Zines section for review.

$8.00 us, £2 uk, $10.00 else to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs NG34 8LL, England. Note: supplies are limited, so if you're interested, order now.



Two of a Kind by Rosemarie Hauer. 4/95. V/C. (PG-13/R), 8½ x 11¾, 91 p + much unnumbered art, typeset, bound with a slip-on spine.

Though famed artist Hauer has contributed many enjoyable vignettes and stories to other zines, this is her first novel and her first zine. It presents a different beginning for Catherine and Vincent when Catherine finds, abandoned, an infant girl who resembles Vincent (of whom, at that point, Catherine knows nothing). Determined to keep and raise the child herself, she confides her secret to old friend Dr. Peter Alcott, who in turn confides it to Father...and Vincent overhears and can't resist investigating. Soon he and Catherine become, in their different ways, surrogate parents to little Amy and, naturally, closer to one another. Paracelsus threatens, drugging Vincent and later abducting Amy (though the reason for either act remains a mystery: probably just because Paracelsus is an evil man who naturally does evil things), but none of his plans, whatever they may be, result in any serious harm to anyone. Much more threatening is a collapse of the Maze when Catherine and Vincent are journeying Below, requiring them to take a long, exhausting, and romantic detour.

	As a novel, the zine is rather shakily plotted. Problems are raised (like Amy's origin and Paracelsus' actions), then come to nothing much—resolved, but inconconclusive. But readers will be caught up in the developing, well portrayed, and highly sensual relationship between Vincent and Catherine, resulting in frequent although not graphic sexual encounters between them, more or less throughout the book.

	And perhaps needless to say, it all has a happy ending.

	Ten full-page illustrations by this fine artist-author.

$28.00 us/can (air), £15.00, DM 30.00, ATS 220.00, or $23.00 eur; $32.00 (air) pac to Rosemarie Hauer, Mühl�gasse 20/5, A-2560 Berndorf, Austria.



Two Songs by Ann R. Brown. 9?/93. V/C, PG, 11 x 8½, 49 p, hand stamped calligraphic lettering, some unnumbered art. 

This unusual zine is a story of V/C before they met one another. Vaguely dissatisfied C, just moving into her high-rise apartment, discusses romantic prospects with cynical, wise-cracking Jenny (If you can't find Mr. Right, settle for Mr. Right Away). Lonely V visits Mr. Smyth's bookshop, having finally accumulated enough cash to purchase a treasured volume of Rilke's poems Smyth regretfully admits to just having sold, that day, to a deserving woman (C). V admires an unfinished painting in the rear of the shop, finding in the still-faceless embracing figures some spark that reignites his romantic longings, which he'd been almost prepared to give up. Each of the sections is accompanied by a pertinent song of the time. It's a pleasant story Brown describes as “a 'parallel lives' prequel.” This zine is bound on the short side of the page, and each letter has been hand-stamped. The two illustrations, both in color, are by Colby Pfeil.

$17.00 us, $19.00 can, $22.00 else to Ann R. Brown, 10645 East Speedway, Tucson AZ 85748



Vincent's Pride by Sherry Sanfilippo; edited and produced by Beth Druhan and Shannon O'Connor. 6/90. V/C, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 140 p, some art. 

Generally sedate but interesting stories of Vincent and Catherine's children, the “Vincenti,” all of whom take after Vincent-and their children, in turn. They're all financially well-off, handsome/ beautiful, talented, and have no internal or external conflicts to speak of, and most of them find true love-their bondmates-first crack out of the box. The writing is consistently good.

$14.00 us, $15.00 can, $18.00 else to Dragonback Publications, 6210 Ridge Ave. #16, Cincinnati OH 54213. Make check/ mo payable to Shannon O'Connor.



Vincent's Pride 2 by Sherry Sanfillipo; edited and produced by Beth Druhan and Shannon O'Connor. 12/91. V/C/O: their children, (PG), 8½ x 11, 196 p, some art. 

Further Continued Classic adventures of the Vincenti, a separate race whose genetic inheritance is dominant. When there are over fifty of them in the grandchildren's generation, it's time to go public. Refreshingly, this second volume sets the Vincenti some real problems. In the standout novelette “Journey through Purgatory,” Charles, V/C's son, is captured Above and displayed for some months in a traveling circus before his bondmate, Jess, can locate and reach him. V/C are mainly background figures; the stories center on their children and grandchildren...who no longer have to live in “a secret place” and can even graduate from Radcliffe. Also a poem, “The Legacy,” by Katherine Garnett. Art by Barb Gipson (cover), Phyllis Berwick, Anna Deavers-Kelley, Kerin House�burg, Terri Librande, Michele L. Sayles, Pam Tuck, Lena Wood.

$19 us, $20 can, $23 else (air) to Dragonback Publications, 6210 Ridge Ave. #16, Cincinnati OH 45213. Make check/mo payable to Shannon O'Connor.



Vincent's Pride III ed. by Beth Druhan. 6/95. O, PG, 8½ x 11, 141 pages, smallish typeset type in columns, much art.

Most but not all the stories of the Vincenti here are by the concept's originator, Sherry Sanfilippo. Essentially, each story details the personal and professional life, and character, of one or more of the Vincenti, descendants (often great-great-grandchildren) of Vincent and Catherine, who bear Vincent's dominant leonine traits. And those details are varied and described with seeming effortlessness and confident expertise, from the rock concert milieu of "Catspaw" and the Japanese custom, language, and lore of "1000 Cranes" to the medical jargon and judgments of "Doctor in the House." This aspect is consistent, regardless of the author. So is the story's basic progress: one of the Vincenti discovers his (sometimes her) bondmate and, usually after some difficulties, is rapturously married to the destined one. Within the safe predictability of this formula, there's some very interesting and engaging storytelling going on here. For instance, in novelette "Catspaw," twin Vincenti brothers Valarian and Sebastian, touring rock stars, unexpectedly encounter their bondmates, sisters Kimberly and Danny. Except that Bas is bonded to dazzled, 16-year-old screamer Kimberly, who has eyes only for twin Valarian; and Danny, Valarian's bondmate, is convinced all rock musicians are drunken, drug-addicted, lewd degenerates. Not a good beginning. And after Kim and Bas are abruptly married, things only get worse. This tale is considerably enlivened by young Kim's forthright approach, essential decency, and Southern wit.

	Occasionally, we get glimpses of Vincent and Catherine, now well into their nineties. But the main focus is on the multitudinous younger generations, and the stories deal pretty exclusively with their finding their bondmates. An exception is "Doctor in the House," in which Dean Morgan's doubts about patients' potential aversion to a Vincenti doctor leads him to disapprove young Jeremy's application to medical school. He learns better after observing the young medic Below. Another is the brief, "Passing Glimpses," in which young Peter manages to get the better of father Vincent with artful quoting from The Lion King.

	Other writers contribute to this growing fund of Vincenti lore. Cindy Van Houten contributes "A Voice in the Night," in which Vincenti latenight DJ Victoria is uncertain whether womanizing Brandon Fenster is interested in her or her sultry on-air alter-ego, Tina Fox. In Mickey Sayles' "'Til Death Do Us Part," Vincenti Simone is the only one of the Vincenti ever to marry without a bond, to her childhood sweetheart who is rapidly dying of cancer. And in Kori Kent's "Alexandra," the titular character, a college student, is stunned and dismayed to find she's bonded to an inappropriate partner, as she considers it.

	Besides the 11 tales, which include both slight vignettes, full-scale stories, and a complex novelette, there are poems by Debbie Ruth DiSantis and Katherine Garnett. Artwork, mainly portraits of the various Vincenti, by Terri Librande, Sandy Shelton, Mickey Sayles, Amber Shelton, Michele, and Anna Kelley. Cover art by Simone Smit.

$21 us (FC) $20 can $25 else to Beth Druhan, 4324 Villa Drive #2, Cincinnati OH 45242.



Vincent's World 1-8 by Patricia Anne Kehoe. 1990-1992

Now out of print but may be reissued at a later date.



Vincent's World 9 ed. by Patricia Kehoe. 6?/94 V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 197 p, much art, color cover.

In this volume of the Classic adult generally sitcom and humor-oriented series, the principal author is Kehoe.

	In Betty Reardon's "Bar, Bar, Bar," returning Devin, on his long truck haul, brings back for Vincent the perfect present: a broken slot machine. Then Mouse fixes it...and the trouble begins. Rosie Hauer's "A Happy New Year" has Vincent pursue Catherine to her snowbound Connecticut cabin, with revealing and romantically satisfactory results. In the brief "Laying Assumptions to Rest," the pseudonymouse [typo intended] author, Kitty Litter, addresses some misinformation concerning Vincent's feline nature as Catherine babysits an insistently affectionate kitten to which Vincent is apparently allergic.

	Kehoe's fiction is varied in mood, timeframe, and subject. "Desperate Times Call for DESPERATE Measures!" tells how Devin tries to endure the time while wife Allegra must be away at a conference in the company of a supremely aggravating "neatnick." Anecdote "Right Place, Wrong Time," has Father misinterpret the sultry talk he hears coming from Vincent's chamber (memorable line: Catherine to Vincent: "Hey, have you got a feather up your butt or something?"). "Fatally Flawed" mixes lovers V/C and a playful park snowscape, fun shadowed by V's persistent fear that like Lancelot, he has flaws that could lose him C's love. "A Visceral, Masculine Urge" recounts the bickering and humorous setbacks (Vincent installs wallpaper scrupulously...upside down) involved when (Devin's wife) Allegra's forceful request for a new sink escalates into "Tool Time"-style misadventures as Devin and V install a whole new bathroom. No humor at all, however, in "Follow Your Heart," a substantial story of Vincent actually persuading Catherine to leave him, then deciding, after agonized months of loneliness, that he was wrong and desperately wants her back...but will she forgive him for what he's put them both through? In "Dreams and Farewells," V bids a bittersweet goodbye to C...or does he? Rita Hazlett collaborates with Kehoe on "Photographs," in which pregnant Allegra, most annoyed at being repeatedly ambushed by shutterbug C, finds a piece of memory she didn't know she'd lost, resulting in a specially romantic and memorable gift for V/C.

	Kehoe's moving finale, "Waves on Pebbled Shores," returns overpeopled V/C to the private island that's featured in earlier volumes. V now owns it; he and C visit for horseback riding and intense, highly graphic lovemaking. Something about that island makes for excellent fiction in this recurring storyline.

	Also good poetry, some by Kehoe, some by classic authors like A. E. Housman and Amy Lowell, and "An Open Letter to Vincent from Catherine" by Kehoe. Art by Inez Brown, Patricia Devoe, Alexandra Fossinger, Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, Anna Deavers-Kelly, Shirley Leonard, Teri Milliman, and Pam Tuck.

$24.00 us, $26.00 can, $34.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Vincent's World 10 ed. by Patricia Kehoe. 2/95 V/C, R, 8½ x 11, 193 p, double-spaced ¶s, much art, color cover.

In a change of pace, the usual adult focus of this zine series is, in this volume, set aside except for Kehoe's finale, as is the series' customary sitcom-oriented humor. Gone are Devin and Allegra. Instead, this zine's five Classic stories focus primarily on new characters who, in one way or another, become involved with married Vincent and Catherine as they live out their Happy Life Below.

	In the novelette "Hearts and Roses," Lisa Hyslop follows Catherine's attempts to track down a rapist/killer who leaves on each victim his calling card—a rare kind of rose. The milieu of this story is the world of fashion modeling and the dreams of young women who long to enter it.

	In Kehoe's "Coming Home," the author's friend Beverly Gervais visits the tunnels, her childhood home, and enjoys reminiscing with Father and teasing Vincent. In Lynette Combs' "Just a Touch Too Much," a flood in Chicago raises fears of the same thing happening in New York, with the tunnel community especially vulnerable. The tone of this story is humorous, and Mouse and tunnel-tyke Naomi are featured, though the primary focus is on Father.

	Rose Alagna's "Vision Quest" tells of another artist named Christopher, a Lakota Sioux whose visionary work is shown in New York. Chris Little Hawk's bitterness, resulting from his father's abuse, is lifted when he finds that sometimes visions are based on even more wonderful reality as he's befriended by Catherine and comes to know Vincent, as well.

	The finale mentioned before, "Perfection and Jelly Doughnuts," describes tired Catherine's deliberately picking a fight with husband Vincent, and Vincent's feeling that that method of relieving stress can't be appropriate for him. He much prefers certain other methods of stress relief, which the story dramatizes in explicit erotic detail.

	Poetry by p. a. k. (Kehoe) and Alvira Frink; art by Pam Tuck (including cover), Inez Brown, Lynette Combs, Neal Farris, Renate Haller, Shirley Leonard, Teri Milliman; graphics by Shirley Leonard and Unicorn Images, Inc. Well edited and presented.

	In the zine's opening, a letter from Lynette Combs is reprinted taking Nan Dibble (me) to task for footage in the TunnelCon III video, followed by Kehoe's further comments critical of Nan. Since this whole hoo-ha, which has been going on some months now, is based on a misunderstanding, and since I (Nan) had no control over what went into the video anyhow, I'm getting a bit weary of it and hope this material will be removed in future printings as being inappropriate to a zine, which is intended for a reader's enjoyment, not polemics of any sort. I don't engage in personal attacks; I wish other people would refrain from doing so, as well.

$24.00 us, $26.00 can, $34.00 else to Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., Apt. 2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (18) when ordering.



Voices Unheard 1 & 2 ed. by Cindy Van Houten. 1993. V/C/O, G, 8½ x 11, 200 p, much art. 

Now a combined edition with material from the original two 1990-91 volumes. As with the original, this zine is divided into three sections: Classic; Post 3d-Season w. emphasis on original characters; alternate universe. The particular charm of this series of zines is the portrayal of adolescent emotions: always dead on, perceptive, and sympathetic to the charm and awfulness of that period of life. The created characters-a quartet of tunnel teens: Misty, Krystel, Heather, and Pixie-are excellently done and persuasive; V/C second son Calvin, who resembles Vincent, is a particular charmer...most of Catherine's sunniness and sense of mischief, almost none of Vincent's brooding angst. Van Houten and Jessica Ford both write excellently about him. Many of the narratives involving Calvin are first-person and present tense, which gives them a special immediacy. Most of the fiction is by Van Houten; other fiction by Todd Cass, Kimberly Jo Raymond, Betty Reardon, Barb Trimble, Jessica Ford. Occasional poetry. Good art by Sandy Chandler Shelton, Jim Garrison, Michele Sayles, John Clinkscale, Michele Hawley, Ed Pierce, RPH Jr., Pat Wallerius, Amber Shelton.

$25.00 us, $27.00 can, $30 else to Cindy Van Houten, Amateur Efforts, P O Box 2175, Woonsocket RI 02895



Voices Unheard 3 ed. by Cindy Van Houten. 4/92. V/C/O, PG-13, 8½ x 11, 160 p, perfect-bound with tape, typeset in columns, color cover. 

Like VU 1-2, divided into three sections: Classic; Post 3d-Season w. emphasis on original characters; alternate universe. Barbara Trimble's “After the Storm,” a sequel to VU-2's “Dancing on the Edge,” continues the romance between Pascal and haunted Millie. In Lynn Levine's “Secrets,” one of C's childhood friends contracts AIDS (a subject addressed in more than one story here) and someone attempts to blackmail him with disclosure of his condition. Van Houten's strong, grim story “Becoming a Person” deals with child molestation/ prostitution, involving V's brother Alex, from ages 13-15. Not sexually graphic but realistic and not for those in search solely of sweetness and light. In the Post-3rd season section, teenage problems absorb Misty (matchmaking between her father Elliot and Jenny) and Pixie (dealing with her boyfriend's-she hopes-bullying, antagonistic sister). In the alternate universe section, son Calvin (as a child) reveals why he refuses to wear sneakers and (as an adult) re-celebrates, Below, his marriage to Grace, Devin's daughter. In between, in Jessica Ford's strong “The Other Side,” he has an unsettling encounter with Alex, who uses his own bestial side in rescuing, with Calvin's help, a child from a pornographer like the one who'd victimized him. And Jacob finds love with unmarried soon-to-be mother Nichole. Also contributions from Kimberly Jo Raymond, Carla Giaquinto, and Michele Sayles. Art by RPH Jr., Michele Sayles, Michele Hawley, and the notable work of John Clinkscale. Though not centered on V/C romance, this zine embodies the concerns of the series as a whole. The writing ranges from pleasant to powerful in both concept and execution, and the insights into character are strong and perceptive throughout. Editing and presentation are attractive and effective. In an afterward, Van Houten suggests this may be the final volume, which would be a pity....

$18.00 us, $21.00 can, $25.00 else to Cindy Van Houten, Amateur Efforts, P O Box 2175, Woonsocket RI 02895



Walk the World for Me by Patricia Kehoe. 5/93. V/C, strong R (X), 8½ x 11, 139 p, much art. 

Seventh in the series of novels from the author of the Vincent's World series. As usual, more serious, less sitcom- and sex-oriented than Kehoe's other work.

	Returned to the tunnels, after her supposed death, by unspecific means, C is frustrated to find that V still won't have sex with her, despite the fact of their son Jacob. V is more afraid than ever of hurting C: he's convinced, despite C's denials, that Jacob is the product of his rape of her in the Trilogy cave. V/C are immensely frustrated...and not only sexually. They quarrel and agonize, their separation intensified by the loss of the bond; V (once) finds relief of a sort in masturbation; at last, C forces V's hand by applying for citizenship Below, despite his threat to vote against it. However, everything comes out all right in the end.

	Counterpoint to the story of V/C's problems is the major subplot involving young Joshua, a vivid, charming, AIDS-stricken boy taken in by the community. In another, smaller subplot C and Jenny are feared trapped in the terrorist bombing of the World Trade Center and the resultant fire.

	The book is readable and full of events, punctuated by both sensuality and explicit and highly detailed sex. Surprisingly restrained art, including relatively little (but some) graphic frontal nudity, by Inez Brown, Alexandra Fossinger, Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, Pam Tuck. Graphics by Shirley Leonard. 

$18.00 us, $20.00 can, $27.00 else to Patricia Kehoe, c/o Vincent's World Press, 108 Columbus Ave., #2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Wee Bairns by Linda Mooney. V/C, (PG), digest, 72 p, occasional art, applied color photo on cover. 

Five of Mooney's stories, "bairns" orphaned: either unpublished or published in a zine that's now OOP. TwoÞincluding the fine, substantial "The Dream Merchant," a sort of Rum�plestilskin story—are reprints. The final story, "The Curse," is non B&B, a dramatization of the B&B-like "I'd Do Anything for Love (But I Won't Do That)" from Meat Loaf's Bat Out of Hell II album/music video. The first story, "The Value of Love," describes C's effect on the men in her life, with a striking and appropriate illustration by Barb Gipson. "Mouse and Maytag," originally published in Chamber Cameos, is a brief, light story recounting Mouse's mishaps with a washing machine. Mouse's slightly bent ingenuity is also involved in "Dancing Water," in which he contrives to satisfy C's casually expressed wish for a fountain.

	With the exception of "The Dream Merchant," which won an award at TunnelCon II, the stories are pleasant rather than dramatic. Good reading, as one always expects from Mooney.

$8.00 us, $9.00 can, $11.00 else to Mac Wombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller #601, San Antonio TX 78230



What a Yo-Yo by P. S. Nim. 1991. V/C, 8½ x 11, c. 30 p. 

Graphic parody involving, among other things, Vincent posing for Beastcake calendars. As usual, pointed, well-conceived and drawn, and very funny.

$5.00 us, $6.00 can to P. S. Nim, P. O. Box 3999, Trenton NJ 08629



What Light Through Yonder Window by Lynette Combs. 7/94. V/C, 8½ x 11, 231 p, clean typescript, double spaced ¶s, occasional wide borders on poems or artwork.

Seven new stories from Combs plus poetry, art, reprinted fiction, some humor and miscellany (for instance, a "Where Are They Now?" section featuring commercial firms' ads duplicating characters'/actors' names: Vincent's Fine Arts and Gifts, William & Son Painting, etc.). Founded on familiar, tried and true premises, Combs' well-written stories picture life in the (predominantly) Continued Classic tunnels, often featuring Naomi, Combs' often-in-trouble tunnel tyke from her Promises to Keep series (which see). In the story "Twice Upon a Time," when trapped by a cave-in, in the child-forbidden Catacombs, Naomi finds solace and support from an unusualÞand inexplicableÞcompanion; and in "The Ties that Bind," injured Naomi resists Father's treatment unless Catherine is there to comfort and reassure her.

	In "The Homecoming," Kanin returns from prison to resume his family life, welcomed by the community. In "May I Have this Dance" (seemingly set late in second season), Catherine leaves a party to find Vincent's company much more stimulating. In the title story, the tunnel community undertakes an unusual project to allow Vincent and Catherine to see Shakespeare in the park, together. "To Bee or Not to Bee" recounts the humorous misadventures of Father and Mouse while trying to remove a hornets' nest from a most inconvenient location. "She Who Waits" explores Vincent's unexpected penchant for romantic foot massage, which figures in "May I Have This Dance," as well. "Le Morte d'Arthur" tells of the demise and funeral of Mouse's troublesome and beloved pet, involving some surprises. "Best In Show" tells how Vincent and Catherine find a helper in need of help himself, leading the lovers to a surprising truth.

	In the final story, "It Lasts for Always," a faithful Dreamer finally comes home...to the tunnels, where her dreams and her life are both confirmed and renewed, and where similarly rejuvenated friends are waiting to welcome her. This story appears again, translated into German by Rosemarie Hauer.

	Poetry and artwork by the author.

$22.00 us, $24.00 else to Lynette Combs, Beasthaven, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518



What Light Through Yonder Window 2 by Lynette Combs. 7/95. V/D, (PG), 8½ x 11, 188 p + some unnumbered miscellany, clean typescript, much art (by the author).

Like its predecessor, this anthology contains six of Combs' short stories plus miscellany, including photos of Vincent superimposed on various landscapes, likely and unlikely (sitting on the Statue of Liberty, for instance!), and series' characters names popping up in ads, street signs, names of firms, and the like. The first story, "Valentine's Day," is set shortly after "Siege." In it, Vincent hesitantly prepares to offer Valentine's gifts to Catherine but is much downcast to find far finer gifts have already arrived for her when he looks in from her balcony. Catherine's response reassures him that his gifts are the most precious to her of all, because they're his. The balance of the stories are set in Combs' contemporary setting, familiar to her readers, that includes lovable but often troublesome tunnel-tyke Naomi, who stirs her little hand into a number of situations and escapades. In "Manhattan Transfer," the collapse of a building, Above (documented with an actual news clipping) involves Vincent and the tunnel community with a survivor, all-but-forgotten helper Effigenia, injured and old but still fiercely independent. In "Judgment Call," Naomi has transgressed when her hot temper gets the better of her; but her having called Father "a big ol' poop-head" is only the prelude to a far more serious situation: in a family recently moved Below, the tunnel community learns (in part through Naomi), spousal abuse has been taking place. How will the situation be judged and handled? This story has many connections to and echoes of the episode "Trial." In "Good Business," the community faces a moral dilemma concerning what's legal, and what's right, in their dealings with topside people with whom they have financial dealing. What's "good business" and what is cheating? The community must decide.

	"Here There Be Dragons" chronicles the scary story, and then the intrepid adventures, of tunnel youngsters who go exploring in the hope—and dread—of finding the dragons Father's story suggested lair in the deepest, most hidden places. As the search for the missing children (including, inevitably, Naomi) proceeds, there is the suggestion that there may be more things, not only in heaven and earth, but Below, than have been dreamt of in our philosophies. Again straying in "The Other Painted Tunnels," Naomi blunders upon prehistoric cave paintings, some features of which are most surprising, and which potentially pose an even greater threat to the tunnels' security than did the buried ship in "Fever." Vincent and Catherine must determine whether to reveal this treasure of art or let it continue to sleep in the dark...forever. And in the brief "Father's Day," Naomi has to decide what to give the person Below who has acted at her father—here defined as the one who "takes care of you, keeps you safe, makes you eat your vegetables, and scolds you when you're bad"—on that special day. Her gift, though unauthorized, is inspired and surprising in a number of ways.

	Those who enjoy Combs' perceptive portrayals of childhood will find this zine up to her usual very high standard. Vincent and Catherine primarily are dealing here with others' problems, not their own: their relationship is serenely affectionate, without conflict or doubts.

	Also included is a letter from Roy Dotrice, commenting on "Good Business," and a poem, "Father Figure," which Roy has read aloud on at least one occasion. Much of the author's art, some of which are silhouettes imposed on a background, is featured here.

$22.00 us, $24.00 else to Lynette Combs, Beasthaven, 8319 Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk VA 23518.



When Angels Fall by Cynthia Hatch. 6/92. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 253 p, sparse art. 

This complex alternate 3rd season novel packs a considerable charge of emotion. Because to give more than a brief overview would diminish the impact, the story, in brief, is this: in a long prologue, V's feelings during the time he approaches the Trilogy cave are recounted in insightful grim detail. Following him, C plunges into the abyss-apparently to her death. Father conceals that death from V, claiming C finally acknowledged the harm her relationship with V has done and must do them both, and has departed for Europe. This fabrication, given by Peter to C's friends and associates Above, raises their suspicions that C's disappearance is not as Peter claims and sets off a long and complex subplot involving a search for C by Joe, Elliot, and Manning. Meanwhile, as V accepts C's supposed decision and tries to live with it, C has providentially fallen into a net and is held prisoner Below by sinister characters opposed to Father and his community. One of these intends to loose C, drugged, into V's presence while V is agitated, believing this will cause Vincent to kill her in the throes of passion. To put it mildly, this is not what happens. The tables are turned on this plotter by someone previously wronged, and everything comes out all right in the end. During 95% of the novel, V/C are apart, so the element of romance is small. The tone, overall, is rather melancholy and occasionally grim. No parallels, here, to 3rd season. As with all Davis' work, this novel is eminently worth reading and well above average, though readers of her Kaleidoscope series should be warned that this is much darker than her previous work. Some art by Barb Gipson, Sue Krinard, and Mary Ellen Nicosia.

$24.00 us (first class), $26.00 can, $32.00 uk, $34.00 pac to Kaleidoscope, 112 Scarboro Place, San Ramon CA 94583. Make check/mo payable to Richard R. Davis.



When the Phoenix Sings by Sue Glasgow. 6/93. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 138 p, sparse art. 

In this altogether charming novel, to quote from the flyer, “Vincent and Catherine share an adventure of mystery, magic, and romance in a second season setting.” Shortly before Winterfest, C is learning to dip the special Winterfest candles; V, troubled by recurring dreams of fire, is overburdened because of Father's having broken a hip and because of his own reservations about C's desire to move Below. Father, injured in a fall while trying to halt Mouse in an unwise project, mourns the loss of his beloved first edition of Captains Courageous, inscribed to his father by Kipling himself. And what of the mysterious smoke-damaged boxes that have been sitting in the candleworks for who knows how long, inscribed, on clean labels, TO BE OPENED ONLY BY FATHER THE DAY AFTER WINTERFEST?

	This is a story with layers, underneath a charmingly readable and varied surface. There are sensuous moments, romantic moments, serious moments, glimpses of both laughter and tension between V/C. There is great warmth here, and fine perceptions of the shifting moods and relationships between people. All mysteries are finally revealed, but not explained away. A portrait of C, semi-nude, as Persephone by Teri Milliman accompanies the zine. A picture by Rita Terrell of the author as “The Storyteller” recounting to a rapt audience of tunnel children (and V/C) the tale of the Prince and his beloved accompanies the text of that story, a bonus. A small drawing by the author of V/C's profiles, repeated on the cover, provides the zine's only other art.

	This zine is bound to be a favorite for reading and rereading for many years to come.

$17.00 us, $18.50 can, $22.00 else to Sue Glasgow, 1525 South Madison, Bartlesville OK 74006.



Where Dreams Are Born by Barbara Hill. 3/91. V/C, G, 8½ x 11, 52 p, tiny type. 

A short story/coloring book. Nice short vignettes accompanied by fine line drawings by Teri Milliman.

SASE to Barbara Hill, 7039 Army, Detroit MI 48029



Where the Rainbow Ends 2 by Lee Kirkland. 1/91. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 138 p, some art. 

The stories here interweave with the overview presented in WtRE-1, focusing more on V/C's children than on V/C themselves. Note: since WRE-1 is now out of print, know you don't have to have read it to understand/enjoy the following volumes. Here, there is a mix of small, perceptive vignettes and well written short stories. One of the vignettes, “A Family Portrait,” has considerable understated power. “My Father's Hands,” in which young son Jacob writes about what his father's hands mean to him, is also very touching. In the full-length short stories, “Love Is Forever” chronicles the family's harrowing, long wait when Vincent, injured in a fall, cannot be found. In “Courage,” daughter Vicky is dared by other children to remain in the dark, which she fears, Below. And in the excellent final long story, “Somewhere There Waiteth,” Carey, a Midwestern teenager whose mother has just died, makes his lone way to New York where he hopes to find help. All the stories are quiet, understated; none is sentimental or cute. The insights are sound and the narrative power is immense. Worth more than a single reading. Art by Phyllis Berwick, Marty Giles and Shirley Leonard.

SASE to Lee Kirkland, 19211 E. Scott Place, Denver CO 80249



Where the Rainbow Ends III by Lee Kirkland. 1992. V/C/O (their children), (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 142 p, some art. 

The stories here extend the stories of V, C, and their four children. The fifth young person in the Wells household is Carey-Devin's son. The stories in general are quiet, sober, thoughtful, realistic, unsentimental-and always splendidly carried off. In “At the Dark's Edge,” C has a severe bout of viral pneumonia, an ordeal which is perhaps hardest on V. Vignette "Seduction" has husband V preparing a special solace for overworked C. “In Place of the Stars” presents C with the problem of serving out the unexpired term-in Albany-of a state senator, with restless 13-year-old middle son Jacob unwillingly in tow. While they're away, a family tragedy occurs. Devin effectively appears in this story. Anecdote “The Surprise” has V observing the horsemanship of C and daughter Vicky. In “What Falls Away Is Always,” a follow-up to a story in WTRE-2, we go back to Carey's first months with the Wells household and his troubled reunion with father Devin after the death of Carey's mother. In “Amanda,” lovers Jacob and Amanda are troubled by C's apparent dislike of the girl. Attempting to confront it-and C-head-on, Amanda learns that C's coolness toward her is grounded in past events Amanda had known nothing of, at a time C/V had lost a child. In "Secrets," eldest son Charles' uneasiness about his genetic heritage places a silent barrier between him and Elizabeth Burch. A different problem manifests itself in "Growing Pains," in which the bond between empathic 17-year-old daughter Victoria and V puts a considerable hitch in her love life, to their mutual distress and mortification. Art by Phyllis Berwick, Shirley Leonard, Teri Milliman, Holly Reidel, Chris Schacter. Some poetry by Jeanne C. Peters.

$18.00 us, $20.50 for US first class or can, $24.00 else to Lee Kirkland, 19211 E. Scott Place, Denver CO 80249.



Where the Rainbow Ends 4 by Lee Kirkland. 7/94. V/C/O (their children). (PG), 8½ x 11, 167 p, perfect bound with a plastic spine, typeset, occasional art. 

Always more quiet and thoughtful than dramatic, this excellent Continued Classic series concludes with a group of five stories focusing on Vincent and Catherine's children finding their loves and assuming adult position within the family and their chosen communityÞAbove, Below, or both. Except in the final story, "Full Circle," in which Vincent becomes ill, these grown children are at the center of the stories rather than happily married and tranquilly aging Vincent and Catherine. In a change of pace, Jenny, widowed and embittered, is at the center of the first story, "More than Love," emphasizing (as do other stories here) the acceptance of loss and change. For not all endings are happy here, but the overall effect is positive, because of the support, consolation, and love of family and friends through difficult times. Though virtually all the stories move smoothly, without appreciable conflict, to their expected conclusions (an exception: "Rainbow," in which empathic daughter Vicky finds she's formed a bond with a man who seems romantically interested in someone else), the writing is up to the series' high standard and the characters are perceptively dramatized. So the stories will be more interesting and moving for those who've followed these imagined childrenÞsteady Charles, concerned about his biological heritage; Jacob, choosing to take up life Below; troubled, mercurial Evan; volatile, empathic Vicky; and foster child Carey (Devin's son)Þthrough previous volumes than will readers meeting this family for the first time here, though they'll have no trouble understanding the stories' background, which is clearly enough established without bogging the present tales down in explanations.

	Art by Phyllis Berwick, Shirley Leonard (including cover and some graphics) and Chris Schacter; occasional poems by Jeanne Peters. Highly recommended to fans of this series of domestic triumph and tragedy.

$18.00 (add $2.50 for 1st class) us, $19.50 can, $23.00 eur to Lee Kirkland, 19211 East Scott Place, Denver CO 80249.



Whispers by Kiki Cavanaugh. 12/90. V/C/D (friend), (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 89 p, largish print and extra spacing, cover art (color: Lisa Stubblefield) only. 

Three stories by Cavanaugh, a beginning writer. In the first, an alternate to the end of “Though Lovers Be Lost,” V arrives in time to rescue C and deliver his son, Jacob Devin (“J.D.”). The second story spins off the end of the Trilogy, with V waking, a la Rip Van Winkle, after three years, at which point Jacob is 2½ and V tries to adapt to discovering he has a son. In the third, a SND 4th season story, C's spirit returns to reanimate the body of Terri, a tunnel dweller who's died of a seizure. Diana appears briefly.

SASE to  Crystallite Media, 14331 Hammon Lane, Huntington Beach CA 92647



White Cover ed. by Patricia Kehoe & Rita Hazlett. 7/93. V/C, strong R (X), 8½ x 11, 182 p + much unnumbered art. 

Somewhat raw around the edges, occasionally iffy in grammar and mechanics (spelling, word choice, punctuation), this Classic anthology mainly concentrates on graphic V/C erotic encounters. Some stories, however, do not have a sexual focus. In “The Best Is Yet To Be” by J. A. Cliffe, a long “first time” story in which C manages to talk V into sex, at a crucial moment (sexually speaking), V overhears tunnel people speaking disapprovingly of him as “an animal” and describing his and C's love as perverted. This sets up a whole new set of inhibitions to plague the lovers. C also talks V into “first time” sex in Gwen Lord's “Love's Lesson.” In Andrea Dumasius' “Kindling the Fire,” V/C have suitable sex, considering she's healing after Jacob's birth (memorable line: “The subtle merging of their mouths was a palatable sensation."). In “A Pinch of Spice,” by Betty Mills, V, kidded by Cullen and Winslow for never having seen a stag film, finds C's wearing a particularly revealing kind of knit bodysuit is a “turn on.”

	Vignettes include P. E. Leslie's “Reflections of Love”; Linda Mooney's “Modern Conveniences,” in which V has a nasty brush [pun intended] with an “Epilady” hair remover; Kehoe's “A Simple Life,” “Game, Set, and Match,” “Primal Needs,” “Slot A into Hole B,” and “Blending Tomorrows.”

	In Barbara Hill's interesting “Twist of Fate,” dead C is given by Fate, a diminutive, bossy angelic spirit, a chance to return to V and take one single action to avert her own death. Which action will she choose to change? In Rosemarie Hauer's “The Wish,” V is given a choice by a powerful, unseen voice. V can choose either to know who he is, change who he is, or share who he is; and if V fails to choose, the voice threatens to do it for him. In Rita Hazlett's “Dear Daddy,” C, missing her father, learns the origins of the letter-burning ceremony, that go back much farther than Eric and Ellie. In “To Be A Friend” by Betty Reardon, young men V and Pascal go to visit the helpers together, and Pascal afterward reveals his personal reason for asking to come along. The zine ends with Kehoe's “The One,” in which V/C come to terms with his primal, Other self. 

	Poetry by Kehoe, Mona Batir, Michele, Cynthia Fuller, P. E. Leslie, D. Der Hovanessian. Art (some frontal nudity, explicit positions) by Inez Brown, Patricia Devoe, Alexandra Fossinger, Renate Haller, Rosemarie Hauer, Shirley Leonard, Teri Milliman, Pam Tuck; one nude color centerfold by Inez Brown; another color picture by Pam Tuck. Silhouette cover by Hauer.

$24.00 us, $26.00 can, $34.00 else to Patricia Kehoe, 108 Columbus Ave., #2, Waltham MA 02154. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



Wildheart by Beth Blighton. 1990. V/C/D, (PG-13), 8½x 11, 81 p. 

Artzine by a major fan artist. Superlative drawings, based on all seasons, accompanied by song lyrics, poems, dialogue from the episodes. Two instances of backal (as opposed to frontal) nudity.

SASE for price to MacWombat Press, 2500 Jackson-Keller, Suite 601, San Antonio, Texas 78230. Note: this is a new publisher for this zine.



Within the Crystal Rose 1 ed. by Margaret Davis. 5/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 187 p, large print. 

A choice collection of short stories, mainly concerning Vincent's past. The series overall is Continued Classic in an alternative timeline to 3rd season.

Out of print and unavailable.



Within the Crystal Rose 2 ed. by Margaret Davis. 11/90. V/C, PG, 8½ x 11, 187 p, large print. 

Continuing the plotlines from WCR-1. Some explore the histories of the tunnel people.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 3 ed. by Margaret Davis. 4/91. V/C, PG, 8½ X 11, 198 p, large print. 

Continuation of this series reaches new artistic levels. It's turning into a truly charming, must-buy series.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 4 ed. by Margaret Davis. 9/91. V/C, PG, 8½ X 11, 179 p, much art, large typeset type. 

A pleasant mix of stories, good poetry, and vignettes, effectively illustrated by a roster of good artists.

A notable anecdote involves Egyptian myths of lion-headed divinities (“Family Pride” by Winifred McBeth). Notable among the full stories are “Over the Hills and Far Away” by Amy Bechtel, about Mouse's troubling recollection of his past; “The Secret” by Diana Smith & Pat Dunn, in which Mouse rescues street-waif Molly, setting up a continuing storyline; a gentle and perceptive story of V/C unhappiness and reconciliation, “She Loves You” by Anita Hooson. Also an excerpt from the “Wells Family Chronicles” by Margaret Davis, a continuing feature. Other fiction contributors include Jessica Payne, Laura Davis, Linda Mooney, Roxanne Shearer Koogler. Poetry by Katherine Garnett, Linda Jordan, Winifred McBeth, Phyliss Amason (some fine haikus), Dee Bronson, Kerin Houseburg, Kay Simon, Katrina Relf, MariLynn. Artwork by Phyllis Berwick, Belen, Dragon (cover), Barbara Gudlauski, Bruce Holroyd, Kathy Jacobson, Jacquelyn Kapke, Shirley Leonard, Diane Leva, Judy Ley, Lyndsay, Jeanne McClure, Paula Ollie, Chris Schacter, Sandy (Chandler) Shelton, Kathy Wooding. As always, well edited and presented, raising it a cut above average.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 5 ed. by Margaret Davis. 5/92. V/C, PG, 8½ X 11, 170 p, much art, large typeset type. 

This volume offers two V-childhood stories by Stephanie Davis and Roxanne Koogler. Diana Smith and Pat Dunn, in “Voices from the Past,” offer a thoughtful, interesting frame story in which Father, severely ill, remembers moments from the tunnels' founding days. In Laura Davis' brief but strong “Dark of the Heart,” the child who shot Vincent in The Outsiders is at last integrated into the tunnel community. In Linda Mooney's “Tears,” Paracelsus' followers pose a threat even after his death (striking art for this story by Duke); in Kay Simon's “The Dark at the End of the Tunnel,” C attempts to discover who's polluting the tunnels' water supply; in “Change of Life,” V/C have some anxious moments as daughter Jenni cannot be found (striking art here from Bruce Holroyd) and C finds her life changed in a remarkable way. Vignettes by Laura Davis and Anna Gerard and another segment of the Wells Family Chronicles, this time excerpts from the diary of Jessica Caroline Wells' (V/C's adopted daughter), giving glimpses of daily life including the children's bout with “chicken pops,” and, later, V/C's diary exchanges. Poetry by Bruce Holroyd, Dee Bronson, Katherine Garnett, MariLynn, Linda Jordan, Randie Pressman, and Kerin Houseburg. Art by Amy Bechtel, Phyllis Berwick, Duke Cullen, Stephanie Davis, Barb Gipson, Barbara Gudlauski, Bruce Holroyd, Kathy Jacobson, Jackie Kapke, Shirley Leonard, Judy Ley, Lyndsay, Holly Reidel, Chris Schacter, Amber Shelton, Sandy (Chandler) Shelton, Rita Terrell (cover), Sandy Tew, Kathy Wooding.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 6 ed. by Margaret Davis. 6/92. V/C, PG, 8½ X 11, 172 p, much art, large typeset type. 

This volume offers Betty Reardon's “Frank Buck Lives,” a charming and pointed child-Vincent story of the differing perspectives of children and adults; in “Riches,” Anna Gerard recounts the adventures of Geoffrey and Samantha in replacing one of Father's books; Lisa Wildman's “Yesterday's Son,” in which C investigates the death of a man who was apparently Father's son; E. Wyllis' "A Midsummer Night,” flashes back to the celebration of V's recovery from his Trilogy illness and older memories lead to a difficult reconciliation with the past. Diana Smith and Pat Dunn, in “Be My Valentine,” chronicle Mouse's search for the perfect Valentine gifts to express his love for sweetheart Molly. Bruce Holroyd's strong and interesting “The Whispering Gallery” recounts the construction of its bridge. Another excerpt from Margaret Davis' “the Wells Family Chronicles.” Vignettes by Karen Morgia, Linda Mooney, Jackie Kapke, Roxanne Koogler, Katherine Garnett, Krystin Wilhelm, Caitlyn. Poetry by Katherine Garnett, Phyliss Amason, Katarina Relf, Karen Witkoswki, Randie Pressman, Kay Simon, Lisa Wildman. Art by Barbara Gipson (you'll want to frame p. 134!), Amy Bechtel, Phyllis Berwick, Dragon (cover), Barbara Gud�lauski, Bruce Holroyd, Kerin Houseburg, Kathy Jacobson, Jackie Kapke, Shirley Leonard, Judy Ley, Holly Riedel, Chris Schacter, Sandy (Chandler) Shelton, Sandy Tew, Kathy Wooding.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 7 ed. by Margaret Davis. 7/93. V/C, (PG), 8½ x 11, 153 p, much art. 

Standout story here is Becky Bain's “Little Boy Lost,” in which, coming Below, C finds a nearly mute, terrified six (or so) year-old boy, Ross, who's obviously been mistreated. C-and C alone-wins his trust and ushers this all but feral child into the care of the world Below. This longish, utterly unsentimental story is full of well observed and well invented detail, utterly convincing, and shows C/V's dedicated concern for children. Also memorable are Michele Sayles' “Brother, Mine,” an account of very young Devin's feelings of resentful neglect when newborn V takes all the adults' attention...and how Devin is reconciled to the strange foundling and makes his own special contribution. In “Against the Dying of the Light,” Roxanne Shearer Koogler offers V/C daughter Jessica's fear that Rollie's succumbing to complications of AIDS might have been her fault, because she'd gone for her piano lesson while recovering from illness, against C's specific instructions. Margaret Davis' “Abandoned In Silence” is a flashback story: as C tries to rest while V watches over her, apparently after being attacked in her apartment during “An Impossible Silence,” V helps her forget her pain by telling her (a flashback) the story of how Laura first came to them and how he learned to speak to her. “Shadow of a Beast” by Diana Smith and Pat Dunn is a bouncy tale of close friends psychic investigator Jonathan MacKensie and tabloid journalist Edgar Benedek skulking around Central Park hoping to catch sight of “the man-beast.” Instead, Jonathan is mugged, shot, and then rescued by V. Then the problem arises: what to do with this seriously ill stranger in their midst, and what to do about his persistent, shamelessly energetic friend blundering around the tunnels, looking for him. Also fiction by Linda Mooney and Katherine Garnett. There's also another installment of the Wells Family Chronicles by Margaret Davis. Poetry by Jeanne C. Peters, Katherine Garnett, and Margaret Davis. Art (unlisted, so the Q-fer apologizes if anyone's left out or misidentified) by Kerin Houseberg, Barbara G., Barbara Gipson (that Barbara G.-another lady entirely: cover and 2 pieces of interior art), Sandy Tew, K. Jacobson, Michele West, Judy Ley, Phyllis Berwick, Amy Bechtel, Holly Reidel, S. Leonard. Also several unsigned drawings.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Crystal Rose 8 edited by Margaret Davis. 7/94. V/C. (PG), 8½ x 11, 112 p, typeset with double spaced ¶s, much art. 

This newest volume of this consistently enjoyable and well edited series has stories focusing more on peril and adventure than on romantic yearning. The longest story here is "The Way Below" by Diana Smith and Pat Dunn, a B&B/Kung Fu crossover in which Kwai Chang Caine and son Peter come to the Continued Classic tunnels so that the elder Caine can treat ailing Father. Peter becomes involved in a cave-in with V/C's adventuresome 5-year-old son Jacob. Some interesting parallels are drawn between Devin (who doesn't appear) and Peter, and their relationship with their fathers. Though more focused on the Kung Fu aspect than the B&B one, the story is well written and true to character. It's interesting reading despite some odd line breaks. Amethyst Hart has two stories here. Set following "Chamber Music" and the joyous rain during the concert, Hart's "Rain" is a brief, intense tale of flooding Below which catches Vincent, Catherine, and a party of children unprepared. Hart's "Song of Arion," set following "The Watcher," tells how dolphins help Catherine face her new-found dread of water due to her experience of drowning in that episode. Another story of danger and escape, Becky Bain's "The Choice" sets Vincent the task of leading Catherine, Father and some children to safety through an unexplored passage and across a dangerous ledge when flood threatens. The choice Vincent is presented with, and how he makes that choice, is the basis of a strongly dramatic and insightful story. Katherine Garnett's anecdote, "Past and Forever," affirms the possibility of finding true love, even for middle-aged storytellers. The zine concludes with Davis' "Never Ready," a Continued Classic tale in which Father is seriously ill and Catherine offers Vincent emotional support against the spectre of possible loss.

	Poetry by Amethyst Hart, Dragon, and MariLynn. Cover by Barbara Gipson. Art by Shirley Leonard, Dragon, Lisa Wildman, West (?), and a couple of unidentified others whose names the reviewer apologizes for being unable to decipher.

Out of print and unavailable



Within the Silver Mirror by Pamela Garrett. 6/90. V/C, X, 8½ x 11, 198 p, large print and spacing, much art, color cover. 

This subtle, unsettling novel recapitulates and condenses Vincent and Catherine's relationship...with a difference. Unfulfilled as Tom Gunther's wife, C buys a brownstone and in reconditioning it, finds behind a mirror a secret door to the world Below...and V. Or does she? V seems here pure dream-lover, whose objective reality outside C's love-starved imagination is at least open to question. The story can he read as C's retreat into fantasy...or insanity. The love scenes (which may be erotic dreams) are intense and graphic; the art, particularly that by Sue Krinard, is consistently splendid. This story will reward repeated readings and satisfies on several levels. Pro romance writer.

SASE to Pamela Garrett, 1059 Norwood Ave., Oakland CA 94610-1835. Send age statement (21) when ordering.



In the World of Light by E. Wyllis. 11/92. V/C/D (friend), (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 147 p, some art. 

This novel is the continuation of Wyllis' “Shadows Like to Thee” in A Different Dream 2. The previous SND story returns C to V's care in the tunnels. With that out of the way, the current novel presents a very complex plot whose major component is C's returning to work, at Joe's insistence, and picking up a prosecution she'd previously worked on: a man named Waller, a crime boss who specializes in making “accidents” happen to anyone who jeopardizes him. Subplots involve Elliot (misbehaving) and D (investigating). C buys a brownstone and she and V settle in Above, despite her being stalked by a persistent reporter. Enough plots and subplots here for five or six novels, and some of the turns may make you blink and wonder, “How did she get from that to this?” But most readers won't be bothered by the overcomplications and coincidences and will enjoy the fine characterization of C & V, in particular. Elliot, Joe, and Father are also tellingly portrayed, as well as Mouse, William, and Diana. More is bitten off, here, than is fully chewed or dramatized, but the thinking is consistently original and interesting...and the writing, particularly the dialogue, is first rate. Many tender C/V moments. Well written, edited, and presented, this is one of the best SND continuations around. Art by Barb Gipson (cover), Dragon, Phyllis Berwick.

$17.00 us (add $1.50 for Priority), $20.00 can, $24.00 eur, $27.00 pac to Mountain Rose Press, PO Box 150001, Lakewood CO 80215



Yearning Hearts by Debbie Ristik and Toni L. Bogo�lub. 9/92. V/C, (PG-13), 8½ x 11, 128 p, much art. 

“To Capture a Dream” is by Anita Hoosen. Otherwise, all the fiction in this Classic/Continued Classic zine is by Ristik except for “Thy Sweet Love Remembered,” a fine novelette on which she collaborates with Bogolub. Three stories were originally printed elsewhere. Standout novelette, “Thy Sweet Love Remembered,” a collaboration between Ristik and Bogolub, has a complex plot involving jeopardy to the tunnels and to V. Marty Dickens, ex-tunnel brat, shows up as a cop gone undercover as a law clerk in the DA's office. Once the partner of Jimmy Morero, slain by Paracelsus in “Alchemist,” Marty (a girl) is investigating the series of “slasher” murders that have been happening for the last few years, initially not realizing they're connected to V. Marty becomes romantically involved with Joe, V/C consummate their love, and Moreno's duplicity is revealed...and avenged...in a Continued Classic story with no explicit parallels to 3rd season except Moreno's being a crook. Two poems by MariLynn. Excellent artwork, mainly portraits, by Rosemarie Hauer.

$20.00 us, $22.00 can, $24.00 else to Debbie Ristik, 1237 North Shore, Chicago IL 60626.



Yesterday's Shadows by Janet Kilbourne. 7/94. V. (PG), 8 x 11½, 93 p, small typeset type, 2 pieces of art (Helen Charlotte Hill), staple bound.

This unrelentingly grim tale of Vincent's 13th year is excellently written, though the proofreading is occasionally iffy and the viewpoints dance around a lot (for those sensitive to such things). With (presumably) the onset of puberty, everything is going wrong for Vincent, and only the rare phantasmic image of a green-eyed woman who will someday love him provides occasional and insufficient relief from his misery.

	From guest reviewer Marion Kozlowski's comments:

	"Twelve-year-old Vincent is being verbally and emotionally tormented by Lisa, Mitch, and a jealous Devin who sees him as a rival for Father's affection and approval. Vincent is a pet to Lisa and a burden to Devin who, though he loves Vincent, has also hated him from birth because he feels he must be his brother's keeper. [Devin finds that responsibility more and more troublesome as the inescapable limits of Vincent's life begin to fully bear down on both boys.]

	"Vincent is told repeatedly by all three that he's nothing more than a beast and good only for protecting the community from danger. He sees his life as a dark void, a black tunnel with no light at the end of it. He will be a prisoner Below for as long as he lives and will never walk in the sun. The darkness suffocates him and becomes so oppressive that he feels he may go mad. It sends him stumbling into the Maze.

	"His worst fears are realized when he's forced to kill a robber [attacking a helper] Above on the eve of his thirteenth birthday."

	Two days later, Devin locates him, withdrawn into catatonia, behind St. Vincent's hospital. From this point on, Vincent has to contend with the community's doubts about his "beast" nature, as well as his own.

	The visit to the carousel, Vincent's slashing of Devin, and Devin's departure from the tunnels figure in this tale. Also described is Vincent's averting a serious flood by unleashing his power and ferocity.

	The ambivalent attitudes of Devin, Lisa, and even Father toward Vincent, whom they both love and fear, are nicely, if somberly, revealed. And Vincent's torment as he poises on the brink of manhood—in many senses of that word—wondering what is to become of him, whether the shadow he feels looming at his shoulder will engulf him utterly, is extremely poignant.

	Adds Kozlowski, "Kilbourne paints pictures with words in a way that puts the reader in each scene."

	The many readers who have enjoyed Kilbourne's other zines will want to put this on their must-have list. But lovers exclusively of sweetness, light, and warm fuzzies must be put on notice that they'll find none of that here.

£5.00 uk, $10.00 us/can, £6.00 eur, £7.00 pac, to Helper's Network UK, 6 Meadow Lane, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincs., NG34 8LL, England, UK. If sending cash, use only US dollar bills or UK sterling; make international money orders payable to Helper's Network UK.







�







 



 




Helpers’ Network Quality Fanzine Review—1997







�PAGE  �






�PAGE  �
16
�














